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ARTICLE I. GENERAL PROVISIONS
Sec. 8-1. Purpose and authority.
The purpose of this chapter is to protect the public health, safety, welfare and appearance of the Town by regulating the accumulation, storage, collection and disposal of garbage, refuse, litter, yard debris and other solid waste; establishing minimum standards for the maintenance of property; providing for the abatement of unhealthy or unsightly conditions; and establishing procedures for enforcement and recovery of costs. This chapter shall be interpreted consistently with applicable state law and with other provisions of this Code.
This chapter supplements, and does not supersede, other provisions of this Code addressing animal carcasses, fire hazards, buildings and structures, streets and sidewalks, inoperable or abandoned vehicles, utilities, or other subjects regulated elsewhere in the Code.
Sec. 8-2. Interference with enforcement of chapter.
No person shall obstruct, coerce or hinder the chief of police, any police officer, or other duly designated officer, in the enforcement of this chapter.
(Code 1982, § 3-1)
State law reference(s)—Resisting law enforcement officer, S.C. Code 1976, § 16-9-320.
Sec. 8-3. Definitions.
For purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings set forth below unless the context clearly requires otherwise:
Bulky waste. Furniture, mattresses, large household items, appliances, and similar items that because of size or weight are not suitable for placement in a regular Town-approved refuse container.
Construction and demolition debris. Discarded material resulting from construction, remodeling, repair, demolition, excavation, or land-clearing activities, including lumber, drywall, roofing material, masonry, fixtures, and similar material.
Garbage. Putrescible animal or vegetable waste resulting from the handling, preparation, cooking, serving, or consumption of food, together with other household waste that may become offensive or noxious if not properly contained.
Litter. Paper, cartons, bottles, cans, glass, cigarette butts and components, food packaging, scraps, fragments, and other discarded material commonly regarded as litter, together with litter and solid waste regulated by S.C. Code § 16-11-700, as amended.
Owner. A person having a legal or equitable interest in real property, including an owner of record. Where appropriate, the term includes an authorized agent of the owner.
Person responsible. An owner, occupant, tenant, lessee, person in control of premises, contractor, business operator, or other person who causes, permits, maintains, or is legally responsible for a condition regulated by this chapter.
Public nuisance. A condition involving garbage, refuse, litter, weeds, rank vegetation, stagnant water, discarded material, offensive odors, or similar conditions that endangers or materially affects public health or safety; provides harborage for vermin; obstructs or threatens a public way or drainage facility; or is otherwise unhealthy or unsightly to such a degree that abatement is reasonably necessary to protect the public welfare.
Refuse. Garbage, trash, litter, yard debris, bulky waste, discarded material, and other nonhazardous solid waste, except where a more specific definition or regulation applies.
Town-approved container. A cart, can, dumpster, commercial container, or other receptacle approved by the Town or its authorized collector for the storage and collection of garbage or refuse.
Trash. Nonputrescible household or commercial refuse, including paper, packaging, bottles, cans, and similar material accepted for regular collection under Town rules.
Yard debris. Grass clippings, leaves, pine straw, pine cones, brush, hedge trimmings, small limbs, and other vegetative material generated from ordinary maintenance of property.
ARTICLE II. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, REFUSE, LITTER AND WEEDS
Sec. 8-4. General duty to maintain premises.
(a) Every owner, occupant, tenant, lessee, or person in control of property within the Town shall maintain the property in a reasonably clean and sanitary condition and shall not cause or permit garbage, refuse, litter, discarded material, weeds, rank vegetation, or other unhealthy or unsightly material or conditions to accumulate so as to create a public nuisance.
(b) Garbage and refuse generated upon premises shall be regularly removed or otherwise lawfully disposed of. Materials awaiting collection shall be stored and placed for collection in accordance with this chapter and rules adopted pursuant to it.
(c) Nothing in this section requires the removal of healthy trees, ordinary landscaping, gardens, or natural vegetation that does not create a public nuisance or violate another provision of law.
Sec. 8-5. Grass, weeds, rank vegetation and yard debris.
(a) Owners, occupants and persons in control of developed premises shall keep lawns and areas ordinarily maintained as lawns cut so that grass and similar ground vegetation does not exceed six (6) inches in height, except for ornamental plantings, gardens, agricultural uses, or areas lawfully maintained in a natural state.
(b) Property shall be kept free of noxious weeds, rank vegetation, kudzu, honeysuckle, ivy, or similar growth when the growth creates a fire or traffic hazard, provides harborage for rodents, snakes or insects, produces an offensive condition, materially encroaches upon adjoining property or public utilities, or otherwise constitutes a public nuisance.
(c) Vacant or wooded lots shall be maintained so that vegetation adjacent to a public street, road, sidewalk, or right-of-way does not create a hazard or nuisance. The Town may require a maintained strip of up to ten (10) feet from the edge of the street, road, sidewalk, or right-of-way, or to the established tree line, whichever is less intrusive and reasonably necessary to address the condition.
(d) Grass clippings and other yard debris shall not be blown, swept, or deposited into a street, sidewalk, gutter, storm drain, drainage ditch, or other public way. A person causing such material to enter a public way shall promptly remove it.
(e) Leaves, pine straw, pine cones, fruit, and similar material originating from private property shall not be allowed to accumulate in a street or over a drainage inlet. Material lawfully placed for Town collection shall be kept clear of storm drains, fire hydrants, mailboxes, utility equipment, and travel lanes.
Sec. 8-6. Garbage, refuse and litter; prohibited accumulation.
(a) No person shall cause or permit garbage, refuse, litter, decayed animal or vegetable matter, scrap material, discarded clothing, broken glass, used tires, or other waste material to accumulate on property in a manner that creates a public nuisance, attracts vermin, produces offensive odors, creates a fire or safety hazard, or is likely to be scattered onto neighboring property or public ways.
(b) Garbage and putrescible waste shall be kept in closed Town-approved containers or other sanitary receptacles suitable for the type of waste until lawfully collected or disposed of.
(c) The owner or occupant of property from which litter originates shall take reasonable steps to prevent litter from being blown, washed, carried, or scattered onto streets, sidewalks, drainage systems, or adjoining property.
Sec. 8-7. Illegal dumping and prohibited disposal.
(a) No person shall dump, throw, drop, deposit, discard, or otherwise dispose of garbage, refuse, litter, solid waste, construction debris, bulky waste, animal carcasses or animal remains, or other discarded material upon any street, sidewalk, right-of-way, park, public place, vacant lot, drainage facility, body of water, or private property without lawful authority or the permission of the property owner.
(b) No garbage, refuse, litter, debris, animal remains, grease, oil, chemicals, or other material shall be deposited into a storm drain, gutter, ditch, pond, lake, stream, well, or watercourse except as expressly authorized by law.
(c) This section is cumulative of S.C. Code § 16-11-700 and other applicable state law. Nothing in this chapter limits the authority of a law enforcement officer or other authorized official to proceed under state law when the conduct constitutes littering or illegal dumping.
Sec. 8-8. Business premises to be kept clean.
(a) The owner, occupant, manager, or person in control of a business premises shall keep the premises and areas under the business's control reasonably free of waste paper, packaging, cartons, cigarette butts, bottles, cans, food waste, and other litter and shall take reasonable steps to prevent such material from drifting or blowing onto adjoining property or public ways.
(b) Businesses open to customers shall provide and maintain a sufficient number of suitable refuse receptacles for customers and employees when the nature of the business reasonably generates such waste.
(c) Garbage, refuse, and commercial waste shall be removed often enough to prevent overflow, offensive odors, vermin, or other nuisance conditions. A business using private commercial collection shall keep its container area reasonably clean and maintained.
Sec. 8-9. Construction and demolition debris.
(a) A contractor, property owner, excavator, or other person responsible for construction, demolition, repair, land clearing, or similar work shall contain and periodically remove construction and demolition debris so that it does not become a hazard, nuisance, or source of litter.
(b) Upon completion or cessation of work, the responsible person shall remove remaining debris and dispose of it in a lawful manner. Construction and demolition debris is not part of regular household collection unless specifically accepted by the Town or its authorized collector.
Sec. 8-10. Bulky waste, discarded appliances, furniture and similar items.
(a) Discarded furniture, mattresses, appliances, machinery, equipment, tires, building materials, and similar bulky items shall not be stored outdoors in a manner that creates a public nuisance or remains visible for more than 72 hours.an unreasonable period except when lawfully placed for scheduled collection, donation, repair, or other lawful disposition.
(b) Items placed for collection shall be placed only at the time, location, and in the manner established by the Town. The Town may require special arrangements or fees for items that cannot safely or reasonably be collected with ordinary household trash.
(c) This section does not regulate inoperable or unlicensed motor vehicles to the extent such vehicles are governed by Chapter 15 or other applicable law.
Sec. 8-11. Interference with refuse containers or materials awaiting collection.
No person shall intentionally overturn, scatter, remove, molest, or plunder the contents of a refuse container or materials lawfully placed for collection without the permission of the owner, the Town, or the authorized collector. This section does not prohibit lawful actions by Town employees, authorized collectors, law enforcement officers, code enforcement officers, or other persons acting under lawful authority.
ARTICLE III. GARBAGE, TRASH AND YARD-DEBRIS COLLECTION SERVICE
Sec. 8-12. Town collection service; authorized collection.
(a) The Town may provide garbage, trash, yard-debris, recycling, bulky-waste, or other solid-waste collection directly, by contract, or through another lawful arrangement. Collection service is subject to the schedules, limitations, accepted materials, container requirements, and other rules established by the Town.
(b) No provision of this chapter requires the Town or its authorized collector to collect material that is hazardous, unsafe, improperly prepared, excessive in volume, generated by construction or commercial activity beyond the scope of regular service, or otherwise excluded by Town rules or applicable law.
Sec. 8-13. Approved containers and storage pending collection.
(a) Garbage and other refuse designated by the Town for containerized collection shall be stored in Town-approved containers that are maintained in reasonably clean and serviceable condition and kept closed when not being filled or emptied.
(b) Containers shall not be overloaded or filled in a manner that prevents closure, creates leakage, causes spillage, or presents an unreasonable hazard to collectors or the public.
(c) Commercial establishments shall use containers appropriate to the volume and character of waste generated and shall comply with Town rules regarding location, screening, sanitation, and collection access.
Sec. 8-14. Placement and removal of containers and materials.
(a) Containers and materials shall be placed for collection only at the location designated by the Town or its authorized collector and shall not obstruct a roadway, sidewalk, driveway, fire hydrant, storm drain, mailbox, utility facility, or sight triangle.
(b) Unless otherwise authorized by Town rules, containers shall not be placed for collection earlier than on the day before the scheduled collection day and shall be removed from the collection point no later than on the day after collection.
(c) After collection, containers shall be stored on the premises in a manner that does not obstruct public ways or create a nuisance.
Sec. 8-15. Yard debris, vegetation and bulky items.
(a) Yard debris accepted for Town collection shall be prepared and placed in accordance with Town rules concerning size, length, weight, separation, bundling, bagging, location, and collection schedule.
(b) Yard debris shall not be mixed with household garbage, hazardous material, construction debris, or other prohibited material unless expressly permitted by the Town.
(c) Bulky items shall be placed for collection only after confirming the applicable collection schedule or arranging special collection when required.
Sec. 8-16. Large quantities and special collection.
A person generating an unusually large quantity of trash, yard debris, bulky waste, or other material shall contact the Town before placing the material for collection. The Town may require advance notice, special preparation, a separate collection arrangement, or payment of an established special-collection fee.
Sec. 8-17. Access and safety for collectors.
(a) An owner or occupant receiving collection service shall provide reasonably safe and unobstructed access to the designated collection point.
(b) The Town or its authorized collector may decline collection where a loose or aggressive animal, blocked access, hazardous condition, overloaded container, prohibited material, or other condition creates an unreasonable risk to personnel, equipment, or the public. The person responsible shall correct the condition and arrange for collection or lawful disposal as directed by the Town.
Sec. 8-18. Materials not accepted for regular Town collection.
Unless expressly authorized by the Town, regular collection shall not include hazardous waste, infectious waste, radioactive material, explosives, ammunition, hot ashes or smoldering material, liquid waste, motor oil or automotive fluids, batteries requiring special disposal, paint or chemicals requiring regulated disposal, construction and demolition debris, large quantities of soil or concrete, or any material prohibited from municipal solid-waste collection by state or federal law. Such material shall be handled and disposed of by the person responsible in accordance with applicable law.
Sec. 8-19. Rules and regulations.
Town Council may adopt, amend, and publish reasonable rules, schedules, and regulations consistent with this Code and state law concerning collection days and hours; approved containers; placement and removal of containers; preparation of yard debris and bulky items; materials accepted or excluded from collection; special collections; contractor requirements; recycling; service areas; and other matters incidental to the safe and efficient collection and disposal of solid waste.
Sec. 8-20. Collection fees and charges.
(a) Fees and service charges for garbage, trash, yard-debris, bulky-waste, special collection, or other solid-waste services shall be established by Town Council by ordinance, resolution, or adopted fee schedule as permitted by law.
(b) Charges may be billed through the Town water-billing system or by another billing method established by the Town. Delinquent charges may be collected by any lawful means authorized by the Town and applicable law.
(c) Where service levels or container quantities exceed the standard level established by the Town, the customer may be required to obtain additional service, a dumpster, or private commercial collection at the customer's expense.
ARTICLE IV. ENFORCEMENT, ABATEMENT AND PENALTIES
Sec. 8-21. Public nuisance; enforcement authority.
(a) A condition prohibited by this chapter that materially threatens public health, safety or welfare, attracts vermin, obstructs drainage or public ways, or constitutes unhealthy or unsightly rubbish, debris, waste, weeds, or similar material is declared a public nuisance and may be abated as provided by this article and state law.
(b) This chapter may be enforced by Town code enforcement officers, law enforcement officers, or other employees or agents specifically authorized by the Town.
(c) Inspections shall be conducted only from places where the official is lawfully entitled to be or pursuant to consent, an administrative or other lawful warrant, an emergency, or other authority recognized by law. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to authorize an unlawful entry onto private property.
Sec. 8-22. Notice of violation.
(a) Except where immediate enforcement, citation, or emergency abatement is authorized by law, an authorized official who determines that property is in violation of this chapter may issue a written notice of violation to the owner, occupant, person responsible, or any combination thereof.
(b) The notice shall identify the property and condition, describe the corrective action required, state a reasonable time for correction, and advise that failure to comply may result in citation, Town abatement, assessment of costs, and other remedies. Unless a different period is reasonably required by the nature of the violation, the correction period shall be ten (10) calendar days from service of the notice.
(c) Notice may be served personally, by first-class or certified mail to the last known address reasonably available to the Town, by posting on the affected premises when personal or mailed service cannot reasonably be accomplished, or by any other method authorized by law. The Town may provide additional notice as circumstances warrant.
Sec. 8-23. Administrative review and extensions.
(a) A person receiving a notice of violation may, within five (5) business days after service, submit a written request for administrative review to the Chief of police or to a hearing officer designated by the Town Council who did not issue the notice.
(b) The reviewing official may affirm, modify, or withdraw the notice and may grant a reasonable extension when substantial progress is being made, weather or contractor availability reasonably prevents timely compliance, or other good cause is shown. An extension is not required for repeat violations or conditions presenting an immediate threat to health or safety.
(c) A request for review does not stay emergency action necessary to address an imminent threat.
Sec. 8-24. Abatement by Town; recovery of costs and lien.
(a) If a violation is not corrected within the time stated in a final notice, the Town may, in addition to prosecution or other remedies, cause the condition to be corrected by Town personnel or by a person employed or contracted for that purpose, to the extent authorized by S.C. Code § 5-7-80 and other applicable law.
(b) The reasonable costs of inspection, administration, labor, equipment, hauling, disposal, contractor services, and other expenses lawfully incurred in correcting the condition may be assessed against the person responsible or the property as permitted by law.
(c) When authorized by law, unpaid abatement costs may shall become a lien upon the real estate and may shall be collected in the same manner as municipal taxes. The Town shall maintain reasonable records of the work performed and costs incurred.
Sec. 8-25. Emergency abatement.
(a) When an authorized official determines that a condition regulated by this chapter presents an imminent and substantial threat to life, health, safety, property, drainage infrastructure, or the environment such that delay would materially increase the danger, the Town may take or order such immediate action as is reasonably necessary to reduce or eliminate the imminent threat, consistent with applicable law.
(b) When reasonably practicable, the Town shall attempt to notify the owner or person responsible before emergency action is taken. Emergency action does not prevent the Town from recovering lawful costs or pursuing penalties or other remedies.
Sec. 8-26. Repeat violations.
When the same owner, occupant, or person responsible has received notice for substantially the same violation at the same property within the preceding ninety (90) days, the Town may issue a citation or commence other lawful enforcement without providing a new full correction period, provided that any notice required by state law is given.
ARTICLE V. TOWN-OWNED OR TOWN-DESIGNATED DISPOSAL FACILITIES
Sec. 8-27. Use of designated disposal facilities.
Any solid-waste disposal, convenience, transfer, recycling, or collection facility owned, operated, or formally designated by the Town shall be used only by persons authorized by the Town and only for materials accepted at that facility. Use shall be subject to posted hours, fees, rules, safety requirements, and applicable state and federal permits or regulations.
Sec. 8-28. Rules, prohibited materials and unauthorized entry.
(a) No person shall enter or remain upon a Town-owned or Town-designated disposal facility when it is closed to the public or when the person is not authorized to be present.
(b) No person shall deposit a material prohibited by posted rules, Town regulations, permit conditions, or state or federal law, and no person shall deposit material in a manner contrary to the direction of an authorized attendant.
(c) Nothing in this article shall be construed as a representation that the Town currently owns or operates a sanitary landfill. This article applies only to a facility actually owned, operated, or designated by the Town.
ARTICLE VI. PENALTIES
Sec. 8-29. Penalties.
(a) A person who violates this chapter shall be subject to the general penalty provisions of Chapter 1 General Provisions Section 1-7 - General penalty; Code or ordinance violation; abatement; prosecution of this Code unless a different penalty is specifically required by state law.
(b) After expiration of any applicable correction period, each day that a violation continues may constitute a separate offense.
(c) Criminal or civil enforcement, nuisance abatement, cost recovery, and any remedy available under state law are cumulative. Nothing in this chapter prevents enforcement under S.C. Code § 16-11-700 or other state law when applicable.
State law reference— Municipal powers, nuisance abatement, and maximum municipal penalties, S.C. Code § 5-7-30; municipal code enforcement officers, § 5-7-32; property upkeep, correction of nuisance conditions, and recovery of abatement costs, § 5-7-80; litter and illegal dumping, § 16-11-700; South Carolina Solid Waste Policy and Management Act, S.C. Code § 44-96-10 et seq.
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