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HISTORY OF RUNES

The Elder Futhark is the oldest known runic
alphabet, used by Germanic tribes from
approximately the 2nd to the 8th century AD.
It consists of 24 symbols, each representing a
phonetic sound, a concept, and often deeper
symbolic or esoteric meanings.

The name “Futhark” comes from the first six
runes: Fehu (F), Uruz (U), Thurisaz (Th), Ansuz
(A), Raidho (R), and Kenaz (K). These runes
were primarily used for writing inscriptions
on stone, wood, bone, and metal, but they
also held magical and divinatory significance
in Norse mythology and culture.

According to Norse lore, the god Odin
discovered the runes after hanging from the
World Tree Yggdrasil for nine days and nights,
sacrificing himself to gain wisdom.

This mythological origin underscores their role
as a bridge between the mundane and the

divine, often associated with fate, protection,
and cosmic forces.
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RUNE INTERPRETATIONS

The 24 runes are organized into three
groups called aettir (singular: aett), each
containing eight runes. This division may
reflect cosmological or mythological themes.

Each rune has a shape (symbol), a name
derived from Proto-Germanic words, a
phonetic value, a literal meaning (often tied
to everyday objects or concepts), and
esoteric/symbolic interpretations. In
divination, runes can appear upright or
reversed (merkstave), altering their
meaning—though some are considered
irreversible. Meanings are not fixed; they
draw from ancient rune poems (like the Old
Norse, Icelandic, and Anglo-Saxon Rune
Poems) and modern reconstructions, as
exact ancient interpretations are debated.

Historically, runes were carved for practical
writing, such as memorials, ownership

marks, or magical formulas on weapons
and amulets.
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