Synopsis for: The SS Ancon and the Opening of the Panama Canal

By Juan L. Riera, Ph.D.

This article presents the inaugural ceremonies for the opening of the Panama Canal that
were scaled back due to the start of World War I. The centerpiece of the ceremonies was,
appropriately enough, the first official crossing of the canal by a vessel with dignitaries who
were also given a medallion to mark the event. The purpose for me highlighting this event
that was limited principally to Latin American and U.S. dignitaries was personalin that my
great grandfather was the representative from Cuba, Arturo Primelles. He was also the
governor of the province of Camaguey, Cuba, and a donor to the Battleship Maine
Memorial at Arlington National Cemetery. Topics for another article in the future.



