Collecting Forerunner Mail from the
Holy Land to
Jncommaon Destinations —
A Complex Endeavour

Ed Kroft KC FRPSC FRPSL

. Introduction

ONE OF MY PASSIONS IS COLLECTING COVERS SENT FROM THE HoLY LAND TO “UNCOMMON DESTINATIONS”.
For a number of years, I published a series of articles in the Israel Philatelist on “Mail Sent from Palestine During the
British Occupation: December 1917 — May 1948” and presented one or more webinars on the subject for the Society
of Israel Philatelists (SIP), the American Philatelic Society and the Royal Philatelic Society of Canada. During 2024, I
delivered a number of webinars for SIP on “Mail Sent to Uncommon Destinations from Israel During 1948-1960’; the
early Israel classic postal history period. In late 2024-early 2025, I did a series of webinars for SIP on “Mail Sent from
the Holy Land to Uncommon Destinations during the UPU Forerunner Period: 1875-1918"

In all of the webinars and in the published articles on the subject, I define an "uncommon destination” (“Uncommon
Destination”) to be a place to which mail was seldom sent from the Holy Land, principally because of one or more factors
such as population size, distance or lack of any apparent social or economic connections to the Holy Land. The Uncom-
mon Destination may have been a sovereign state or a territory, colony, protectorate of a sovereign state. These sovereign
states were typically members of the Universal Postal Union (UPU) as July 1, 1875 or during the later nineteenth century.

The article briefly discusses why the collection of material sent during the Forerunner Period beginning in 1875 (the
“UPU Period”) differs from collecting mail sent to Uncommon Destinations during the British Mandate or the early
Israel classic postal history period. It outlines the challenge factors which are readily apparent when assembling and
exhibiting the Forerunner Period postal history related to Uncommon Destinations.

The article shows a number of covers to Uncommon Destinations on different continents. First, it shows an example of
a cover sent to one particular destination through one of the Ottoman Post Offices in the Holy Land or one of the foreign
post offices operated by one of five sovereign states (Austria, Germany, France, Russia and Italy) which had concluded a
“capitulations treaty” with The Ottoman Empire. These foreign post offices were open from the mid to late 19th century
and closed on or before September 30, 1914 as a result of the repeal of these treaties. Consequently, between October 1,
1914 and until late 1917, only the Ottoman Post Office system functioned in the Holy Land.
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Once the Egyptian Expeditionary Force (“EEF”) of the
Allied Powers began capturing territory in the Holy Land,
the EEF military post offices carried civilian mail with or
without postage and the Ottoman Post Offices progres-
sively shut down in towns and cities which were captured
by the EEF. This occurred in stages through late 1917 to
late October 1918 (the “EEF Period”) until the last of the
Ottoman Post Offices shut down. Postage stamps were
introduced by the EEF in February 1918 for use in certain
EEF military post offices while Turkish stamps continued
to be used in Ottoman Post Offices.

Therefore, between 1875 and 1918, civilian mail could be sent
through one or more post offices to a particular destination.

Il. Why Collecting Mail from the Forerunner Period Is Com-
plex Before or After the Formation of the UPU Regardless
of the Destination to Which Mail Is Sent

The postal history of the Holy Land Forerunner period is
quite complicated — even for mail sent from the Holy Land
to common destinations such as Germany, France, England,
Switzerland, Egypt, the United States, Austria and Hungary.
The postal history before 1875 (including rates and routes)
of the mail sent prior to the formation and operation of the
General Postal Union (the “UPU”) was extremely complex.
The first page of this article shows an example of a letter
sent in 1872 from Jerusalem to the Bahamas West Indies
through the Austrian Post via New York.

Once the UPU was operational in 1875, postal rules still
remained complex. A study of mail sent from the Holy
Land requires a detailed knowledge of stamps, postal rates,
postal routes and postal markings to properly identify and
describe material. Given the existence of both Ottoman
and foreign post offices in the Holy Land in 1875 through to
September 30, 1914, outbound mail could bear the stamps
of various countries reflected Turkish or other currencies.

Exhibit 1: Stamps Used in Various Foreign Post Offices
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ITI. Why Is Mail Sent to Destinations During the UPU Fore-
runner Period More Challenging to Collect than Mail Sent
From the Holy Land to Destinations During Later Periods?
Whenever a different postal system operates within a country
or place, mail may bear different postmarks, various auxiliary
markings, different censorship markings, different registra-
tion etiquettes and possibly even be subject to different postal
rates. These differences were more profound during the UPU
Forerunner Period than in later postal periods because of
the number of operational postal systems throughout the
Holy Land.

During the UPU Forerunner Period, mail could be dis-
patched from one of a number of Ottoman or foreign post
offices until October 1914. After that, mail was sent either
only from an Ottoman Post Office or from one of the two
postal systems operating during the EEF Period.

During the British Mandate, mail was sent only through
the British Mandate postal system until May 2, 1948 when
there were post offices set up by the Jewish Provisional
Government known as Minhelet Haam. Once the State of
Israel was founded, mail was sent through the Israeli postal
system and the postal systems of Egypt and Transjordan
during the 1948-1949 conflict.

lll. Why Is Mail Sent to Uncommon Destinations During the
UPU Forerunner Period More Challenging to Collect than
Mail Sent From the Holy Land to Uncommon Destinations
During Later Periods?

There are a number of reasons. First, material mailed
during the UPU Forerunner Period is older and may have
been destroyed or damaged over the years. Second, methods
of transportation were more primitive in the earlier periods.
Mail principally travelled long distances by sea and possibly
by land or by a combination of the two. During the later
periods, airmail service was available and destinations far




from the Holy Land could be reached relatively quickly without the higher likelihood of damage to the mail. Third,
political instability, conflict and economic unrest contributed to the likelihood that mail in certain destinations was
destroyed over the years.

These factors are generally applicable to the collection of postal material sent from the Holy Land to common desti-
nations. The variable that makes collecting mail to Uncommon Destinations more challenging is the number of postal
systems that were operational in the Holy Land during the UPU Forerunner Period. As mentioned earlier, whenever a
different postal system operates within a country or place, mail may bear different postmarks, various auxiliary markings,
different censorship markings, different registration etiquettes and possibly even be subject to different postal rates.

As such, the challenges of collecting postal history in this area are the following:

+ Finding material related to a particular uncommon destination;

» Collecting all 5 foreign dispatching post offices to a particular uncommon destination;

+ Collecting all 5 foreign dispatching post offices and an Ottoman post office to a particular uncommon destination;

+ Collecting Ottoman and EEF post offices to a particular uncommon destination during the EEF Period;

+ Collecting different postal rates charged for printed matter, letters, registration, postcards and parcels to a particular
uncommon destination;

+ Collecting many uncommon destinations on different continents; and

¢ Determining the transportation routes of mail by land and sea.

IV. Classifying Uncommon Destinations and Identifying UPU Affiliations
Itis easiest to classify postal material sent to an Uncommon Destination by its destination, continent, political affiliation
(sovereign state, territory, possession, colony or otherwise). Some destinations may or may not have been UPU mem-

bers or connected to a UPU member. The UPU membership may not have always been applicable throughout the UPU
Forerunner Period. For example, the Republic of China only became a UPU member in 1914. The determination of UPU

membership might affect the analysis of the applicable postal rate and sufficiency of postage on the mail. One may also
need to research whether the Uncommon Destination was affected or a party to a postal treaty or agreement with the
dispatching sovereign state in the Holy Land from which the mail was being sent.

V. Some Examples of Uncommon UPU Forerunner Period Destinations on Different Continents

A. Asia
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Exhibit 2: Japan — Ottoman Post — Bethlehem — 1909; Postmark: December 24, 1909 Transit: Port Said, January 9, 1910, Port Taufiq, January 9, Kobe,
February 11 Arrival: Osaka February 12 and 13 (Japanese)
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Exhibit 3: Philippines — Austrian Post — Jerusalem,
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Exhibit 4: Strait Settlements (Singapore) British Territory — German Post — Rishon le Zion/Jaffa, December 11,1903 — 20 para pc rate
Postmark: December 11, 1903. Arrival: Singapore, January 12, 1904 Transit: Suez (January 1, 1904)
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Exhibit 5: Federated Malay States — British
Territory — German Post Jaffa 1913 — 10
centimes PC Rate Postmark: August 27.
Transit: Port Said TPO August 29, via Suez
Canal, Singapore, September 1. Arrival:
Ipoh (Perak) September

Exhibit 6: Sumatra — Duich East Indies ~
Austrian Post - Jerusalem, 1908 —

5 centimes printed matter rate — Sigli

in Atjeh (Achin) — Dutch government in

< Y M*W’WW laas

AT m Iahen
tranan ;mzwilm Wm‘“

MMM% M,S’L

ul'd WA M‘u M‘{AM vl fodh
il WBM m{dﬂ?m»zw Afwa.w

Northern Sumatra . _ W ﬂ 2
5 6. Quay . 4943
g ~ 2
& LA T
> s é‘{"’i:‘/:;f B
K eAered
".“"\ (‘? \
j@ (:: : A4 < \‘
g - - &
. A U a S * ¢ 4
: 7= %
e 4{% R AP 3 : ;
34 e, e ‘ 2
et Attt o
/”‘
page 58 www.israelstamps.com Fall 2024/Winter 2025 The Israel Philatelist



B. Middle East

CARTE POSTALE
Union Postale Universelle
POST CARD — WELTPOST-VEREIN
IIO9TORBIN KAPTD.
lorusatem. Toembess de fa Viesge, . x;}}; ngn
extepienr, -
Tomb of the Vergin,
hfogin Grab. -
T'pots Boalott Mazapu. v -ff ;‘ UI/ ® /(/
‘:‘ ilxw _AW"; 1_»
: L PR -
L o 3 S Ee@'&
PRI . TR
,5 #
ﬁ? W= - SRS 1Y NS DI o
@ 157 }

Exhibit 7: Persia (UPU September 1877) — Russian Post — Jerusalem 1910 — 10 para PC rate Post-
mark: March 10 — Russian Markings — Transit: Odessa

C. South America
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Exhibit 8: Argentina — Russmn Post— Jaffa 1906 — 2 piasters paying the :
registered letter rate (No 67). Postmark (Russian): June 3, 1906 Arrival:
Buenos Aires, July 15, 1906. Returned with Russian and Italian postmarks 35T
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Exhibit 9: British Guiana (British Colony) — Austrian Post, Jaffa, 1908 —
1 piaster letter rate Postmark: March 29, Arrival: Georgetown May 28
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Exhibit 10: Brazil-Italian Post — Jerusalem 1908 — 20 para PC rate Postmark November 2, Arrival: Rio de
Janiero — November 28
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Exhibit 11: Chile — Russian Post — Jerusalem 1902 — 10 kopeck PC
rate. Postmark: May 23, 1902. Transit: Jaffa ROPIT June 3 and.
Arrival: Valparaiso, August 4 — 73 Days!!

arusale

/
vesly
/z? ﬁff/ﬁzww w/

2(, ;ﬁ PP Mf/ \
b
§ W y,& ,/WM /,:g R
K by
i Qusthion 7 [ b é
§Clresalok € &J'&Mﬂzﬁ o
s TulosQor=" i - )

i Sk ) LLELIAOLLYL . .......

ieﬁa// &z?f?@ﬁ!f'.ﬁ@

The Israel Philatelist Fall 2024/Winter 2025 www.israelstamps.com

Exhibit 12: Surinam — Dutch
Colony — Austrian Post —
Jerusalem 1909 — 10 centimes
PC rate Postmark: May 8
Arrival: June 9
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Exhibit 13: Paraguay (UPU ]uly, 1881 ) Austrian Post - Jerusalem
1911- 10 centimes PC rate Postmark: October 2. Arrival: through
Asuncion — November 9

D. North America
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Exhibit 14: Mexico (UPU April 1, 1879) — Russian Post — Jerusalem
1904 — 20 para PC rate. Written: December 26,1904, ROPit Postmark
December 27. Arrival: Mexico District FEW. January 25, 1905 — ROPit
steamship likely to Odessa, then by sea to New York (manuscript), then
boat to Vera Cruz and overland to Mexico City

page 62 www.israelstamps.com Fall 2024/Winter 2025 The Israel Philatelist



v,
i
i r ) )
Vs g 7 K) /i ‘ s
Spn b . It
«»‘} 7 48
‘.?v". f,‘" .‘“; x
P, A Gax
P e - & ¥ :
o g\-} \ﬁ:‘ \ g Z _:,‘ ’—L ] 2
F3 M .:v( /‘ . :
fo, ™ i P y ; R
£ bﬁ'@g LA A A T
SoYE q;mi o
g ‘8’“%5%«} ] o
EHED b L F

Exhibit 15: Canal Zone (US Territory) — Austrian Post — Jerusalem
— 1913. 2 piasters registered letter rate. Postmark: November 29.
Transit: New York (Dec 18 & 19) — Arrival: Cristobal, December 30

Exhibit 16: Costa Rica — Ottoman Post — Jerusalem 1914 — 20 para PC
rate Postmark: date unclear in 1914, Arrival: San Jose, May 12
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Daplanice. Pa&fkarteﬁ Levelezii-Lap.
Corcespondeazkarte. Carte postale. Cortollon postale,
Post card — Weltpostverein — Brisfhasnt
Union postale uaiverselie - Unlone posiale unlversale
Karta korespondencyrina. Korespondenini listek.
Beoulpuud gosronu® conss Porcin Ornpurros pucnus.

Brefkort. Brevkorl. Tarjeta postal.

Exhibit 17: Dominican Republic (UPU October 1, 1880) — Austrian Post — Haifa 1904 — 10 para PM rate — Postmark: July 23 —
Arrival: Puerto Plata, September 5, 1904
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Exhibit 18: Canada — Austrian Post — Jerusalem 1887— 5 soldi PC rate — Arrival: April 19, Written: March
21. Postmark: March 22. Transit: Alexandria: March 26, London, April 4
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Exhibit 19: Dominion of Newfoundland
— Austrian Post — Jerusalem 1911— 10
centimes PC rate Written and Postmark:
April 17, 1911
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E. Oceania

Exhibit 20: Australia — New South
Wales — Ottoman Post — Tiberias

1906 — 20 para PC rate. Postmark:
September 10, 1906. Transit: Port Said,
Alexandria (Oct 2) and Suez (Oct 6)
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Exhibit 21: New Zealand — Pre UPU Membership (UPU October 1, 1907)
— Austrian Post — Jerusalem 1896,

3 piasters pays the double weight letter rate (2 piasters) and 1 piaster
registration rate. Postmarked November 2, 1896, Transit Port Said
November 4, Wellington December 10, Arrival Nelson December 11
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Exhibit 22; Fiji — British Crown Colony — Austrian Post —Jerusalem 1907

10 centimes PC rate. Postmarked December 18, 1907. Transit Suva,
February 14, 1908. Delivered to Tavua
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Exhibit 23: Hawaii (UPU January 1,1882) — Ottoman Post — Jerusalem

1892, 20 para PC rate. Written December 1892
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Exhibit 24: Denmark (UPU July 1875) — Ottoman
o Post-Jerusalem 1890. 40 para letter rate. Postmark: May
™, Transit: Constantinople — Galata — June 9. Arrival:

3 1;{! Kopenhagen June 13
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Exhibit 25: Gibraltar (British Territory) — Ottoman
Post — Jerusalem 1914. 20 para PC rate. Postmark: July
4. Transit: London July 8 and July 20. Arrival: July 21
(Thomas Cook)
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G. Africa

Exhibit 26: Norway (Sweden) — Ger-
man Post — Jerusalem 1904. 20 para
PC rate. Written: January 12. Post-
mark: January 12. Arrival: February 1

RECOMMANDIR i

Exhibit 27: Cape Colony (British) — German Post — 1902. 10 Para and 1 Piaster overprinted stamps used to pay the correct rate
Jor registered printed matter from Jerusalem. Postmarked February 21, 1902. Transit London March 5. Marked Registered in London on

March 6, 1902. Arrival King William’s Town
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Exhibit 28: British Central Africa
(BCA) British Protectorate (1889)

— Ottoman Post —1904. Postmarked
Tiberias April 29. Transit Port Said
May 4, Aden May 11, Chinde BCA
June 4, arrival Blantyre June 11

Exhibit 29: German East Africa — Ottoman/Austrian Post Jerusalem 1908, 20 para PC rate. Postmark: September 1, 1908 and transit
September 8 Port Said. Arrival September 22
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Exhibit 30: Zanzibar — German Post — Jaffa 1905. 20 para PC rate Postmark: September 9, 1905 Transit: Aden September 17, Arrival: October 10
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Exhibit 31: German South — West Africa — German Post Jerusalem — 1901. 20 para PC rate. Postmark: January 21, 1901
Transit: Port Said January 23. Transit: Suez January 24. Transit: Aden January 30. Arrvival: WINDHOEK April 14.
4 country postmarks and 3 month journey
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Exhibit 32: Ivory Coast (French) — French Post — Jerusalem 1907. 5 centimes PM rate. Postmark: May 29 1907.
Arrival: in Grand Bassam June 29, 1907. Rerouted to France. Transit and arrival postmarks Bouleone July 29,
Beaumont July 31 and D’Isere July 31
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Exhibit 33: Sierra Leone(British) — Austrian Post — Jerusalem 1910.
14 piasters and 25 centimes. Postmarked March 3, 1910. Transit: London
and Liverpool April 9. Arrival April 22
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Exhibit 34: Chile — Austrian Post — Jerusalem 1902. 20 para PC rate — Postmark: June 4. Transit: Paris (June 15). Arrival: June 22 through the Straits of
Magellan Arrival: Valparaiso
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Exhibit 35: Chile — Ottoman Post — Registered — Censored. 2 piasters Registered Single weight Letter rate, Arrival; Santiago April, 1916
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Exhibit 36 - EEF Period — Earliest Recorded Free Civilian Mail — Jerusalem to Santiago Chile APO SZ44 17 DE 17, censor label #4213

B. Find Mail Reflecting Multiple Services and Rates to A Particular Uncommon Destination

. Palaestine
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Exhibit 38: China — German Post

— Jerusalem. 20 para PC Postmark:
August 22, 1909, Transit: Port Said
(August 25), Colombo (September
26), Shanghai (September 26).
Arrival: Tsingtao/Kiautschou
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Exhibit 39a: China-Austrian Post, Jerusalem 1907, Single Weight Letter Rate — 1 piaster.

Exhibit 39b: Postmark: April 3, 1907. Transit: Suez April 7, Hong Kong May 2, Shanghai May 5. @
Q7
ol

Arrival: Peking May 10

Vil. Conclusion — Happy Hunting

It has taken me many years to accumulate the material in my collection. The chase is never-ending. There will always be
mail sent to an Uncommon Destination through one or more postal systems that I have never seen. Perhaps there will
be triple weight mail? Registered mail or Parcel cards? One can only hope. B

Buying and Selling

Israel, US, British Commonwealth
We Buy It All! | |

We are the leading buyers of US, berter
grade material and quantry items, Bricish
| Commonwealtl,  fsrael,  Rassiz,  Vincan
| and other Foreign mareral - Please offer.

COLLECTIONS, ACCUMULATIONS,

DEALER'S STOCK, SINGLE I'TEMS IN
LARGE QUANTITIES , ETC.

IDEAL STAMP CO., INC. (Sam Malamud)
— 172 Empire Blvd. Third Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11225 USA a0
Member aver 50 years Ph: +1-212-629-7979 FAX: +1-212-629-3350 Member over 50 years
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