The U.S. 2¢ Columbian of 1893

Purpose: This exhibit s a traditional exhibit of the development of the design, the production and the
use of the U.S. 2¢ Columbian of 1893, The stamp's uses well illustrate the handling of all lasses of mail
that could be paid by ordinary stamps during 1893 and 1894, the period during which it saw substantial
use. The organization of the exhibit is described on the next page.

Background: The 2¢ Columbian paid the domestic letter rate at the time that it was issued. The
Columbian Series was issued to commemorate the 400th anniversary of Christopher Columbus’s first
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The Combian Expoiton was a Worlds i held i Chcago I Froms May 1, 1653 to October 30, 1690, This

is one of National Letter label.

The for many reasons:

It was the first letter-rate commemorative stamp issued by the United States.

« The Columbian Series was the United States’ first set of commemorative stamps.

« The Columbian Series was the first of a series of commemorative stamps issued by the
United States over the next 22 years that made claims about the national importance of
particular historical events.

4 billion copies of the 2¢ Columbian were printed, just under three times the
‘number of all ther stamps in the Columbian Series combined.

«The 2¢ Columbian was widely used ~ in the first six months of 1893, more than two-thirds
of the letter-rate stamps distributed by the Post Office were 2¢ Columbians.

« The Columbian Series was the last set of stamps printed by the American Banknote
Company in the 19" Century.




Plan

This exhibi has fiv chapters and an epilogue. The it page of each chapter has a chapter heading in
bold, as well as a outline of the chapter. Th

Design and Production: This chapter (Frames 1 to 3) includes essays and proofs, plate markings,
intentional and unintentional constant printing varieties, non-constant production varieties, specimen
overprints and pre-frst day and first day covers,

World’s Fair Station: The Post Office Department had a model post office on the Columbian
Exposition grounds, which, as a branch o the Chicago post office, provided the services that any other
pont office would have provided, Because the 2¢ Columbian was ssued o mark the Columbian

ted to and uses

from the Wurld'l Fair Station post office.

Domestic Usage: The third chapter (Frames 4 to 6) shows domestic uses of the 2¢ Columbian on
fist class and other classes of mail.

Foreign Usage. The ourth chaper (Frames 6 108) shows foregn uss unde the pstal convertions
Postal Union (“UPU")

Usage ~ Origin. The final chapter (Frame 8) show uses that are notable for their point of origin.

“This Exposition  adopti
was mailed from Chicago, Il to Elizabeth Lake, Cal., and forwarded to Neenah, Cal.

Legend:
“Throughout the exhibit, notable items are matted on red.
Certain perforation freaks are matted on black for visbility.
Certificated items are noted by expertizing service.
Original research s designated by the symbol




