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Synopsis: The article, titled “À Votre Santé: From Philly to NYC to France – All for a Brandy!,” 

follows the routes and rates of an 1839 stampless letter sheet mailed by spirit merchant, Jacob 

Adams. His letter traveled overland from Philadelphia PA to New York City, NY, where is was 

placed aboard the Union Sailing vessel Ville de Lyon for a 27-day transatlantic voyage to Le 

Havre, France, with a final destination of Cognac. The contents of the correspondence have links 

to the high-end spirits of Otard Dupuy & Co., also known as Château de Cognac, the French 

cognac house founded in 1795 by Jean-Baptiste Antoine Otard. Salut! 


