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Welcome to our Church

WELCOME
to
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

We are delighted you are seeking God in this special place. We want you to know that wher-
ever you are on the journey of faith, you are welcome to ask your questions here.

Services are available: Recent services are available on our website:

https://stpaulwilkesboro.org

Newsletters: Sign-up today to receive our weekly electronic newsletter! Email the church of-
fice at office@stpaulwilkesboro.org to have your name added. If you would like a printed copy
of the newsletter mailed, please call the office.

We extend a special thanks today to all that have been so generous with their time and talents
in making this service possible.

200 W. Cowles St., P. O. Box 95, Wilkesboro, NC 28697
336-667-4231
www.stpaulwilkesboro.org
E-mail: office@stpaulwilkesboro.org
Pastoral Emergency Line: 336-482-6800

ONLINE GIVING QR CODE:



https://stpaulwilkesboro.org
mailto:office@stpaulwilkesboro.org

The Gathering

Prelude
Blessed Jesus, We Are Here

J.S. Bach

Welcome and Announcements

Processional Hymn #174 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing

(stanzas 1-2 and 4)
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Words: Latin, 1632; tr. Robert Campbell (1814-1868), alt. Music: Sal/zburg, melody Jakob Hintze (1622-1702); harm. Johann

Sebastian Bach (1685-1750).



Opening Acclamation

Presider Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Presider Let us pray:
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Music: John Rutter (b. 1945). Copyright © 1985 Oxford University Press, Inc.



The Collect
Presider: The Lord be with you.

People:  And also with you.
Presider: Let us pray.

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who
confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

Please be seated.

The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading Ezekiel 33:7-11
Y ou, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word

from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If I say to the wicked, “O wicked
ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their
ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. But
if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the
wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.

Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our
sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” Say to them,
As I live, says the Lord Gop, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked
turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die,
O house of Israel?

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
People: Thanks be to God.



The Response Psalm 119:33-40

Legem pone

Teach me, O Lorp, the way of your statutes, *
and I shall keep it to the end.

Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; *
I shall keep it with all my heart.

Make me go in the path of your commandments, *
for that is my desire.

Incline my heart to your decrees *
and not to unjust gain.

Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; *
give me life in your ways.

Fulfill your promise to your servant, *
which you make to those who fear you.

Turn away the reproach which I dread, *
because your judgments are good.

Behold, I long for your commandments; *
in your righteousness preserve my life.



Second Reading Romans 13:8-14

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has ful-

filled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not mur-
der; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed
up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor;
therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep.
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day
is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness,
not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for
the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
All: Thanks be to God.



Please stand as you are most comfortable.

Sequence Hymn #336 Come with us, o Blessed Jesus
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The Gospel Matthew 18:15-20

Presider: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault
when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one.
But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word
may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to lis-
ten to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church,
let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it
will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my
name, | am there among them.”

Presider: The Gospel of the Lord
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

All are seated.

The Sermon The Rev. Stephanie E. Parker

A time of silence following the sermon.
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Please stand as you are comfortable.

The Nicene Creed—Wonder, Love

& Praise
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Prayers of the People

Leader: Bound together in Christ in the communion of the Holy Spirit, we pray with one heart
and mind to our God, saying:

By faith, with thanksgiving.

Leader: May the love that flows endlessly between the Father and the Son in the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit renew and deepen the lives of all who follow Jesus and draw the human family
all together into your eternal dance. This we pray:

People: By faith, with thanksgiving.

Leader: May we, with the leaders of the Church, and the leaders of nations discern the ways to
overcome divisions and mistrust, that all may reflect your unity in every aspect of our common
lives. This we pray:

People: By faith, with thanksgiving.

Leader: May your Abundant Life, seen clearly in the life of Jesus, endure and flourish in us as
the Holy Spirit enlightens us to a greater understanding of you, ourselves, and all others with
whom we share our planet. This we pray:

People: By faith, with thanksgiving.

Leader: May our families, our communal life and our wider communities be places of com-
munion and mutual support, which builds us up and strengthens us with your grace and truth.
This we ask:

People: By faith, with thanksgiving.

Leader: We give you thanks for our natural world, which you so lovingly created; help us be

wise, careful, and loving caregivers of your creation. This we pray:

People: By faith, with thanksgiving.

12



Leader: In the power of your Spirit who joins our prayer to Christ’s eternal intercession, we
pray for the sick, the suffering, those who have died, and all who stand in need, especially
(your prayers are invited silently or aloud here)...For healing for all the world we pray,

People: By faith, with thanksgiving.

Leader: In an endless outpouring of thanksgiving for your ceaseless joy and rejoicing in the
power of your grace we pray:

People: By faith, with thanksgiving.

Presider: Almighty God, when our vision for life fails and our understanding is darkened,
when the ways of life seem hard and the brightness of life is fading, grant us the wisdom which
deepens faith and enlarges trust. And when the ways of the world or the confusion of our souls

is hard to understand, increase our patience, and our living faith in you; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
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Confession of Sin
Please stand or kneel as you are most comfortable.

Let us confess our sins against God and one another.

Moment of silence observed.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name.

Amen.

Absolution

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
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The Peace

+“The Peace” is a Christian tradition deriving its roots from Jesus himself

AN T Y

who greeted people saying, “Peace be with you.” “The Peace” may feel awkward if you are

new or an introvert or trying not to be noticed. We take this portion of our worship seriously
as we live in a deeply divided world full of violence. These actions in God’s house model
what we are called to do in the world.

Presider:  The peace of Christ be always with you.
People: And also with you.

Presider: Invitation to the Great Thanksgiving

Presider: Walk in love...

15



Offertory Anthem

The Gift of Love

Though I may speak with bravest fire,
And have the gift to all inspire,
And have not love, my words are vain,

As sounding brass and hopeless gain.

Though I may give all I possess,
And striving so my love profess,
But not be given by love within,

The profit soon turns strangely thin.

Come Spirit come, our hearts control,
Our spirits long to be made whole.
Let inward love guide every deed;

By this we worship and are freed.

A-men.
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The Great Thanksgiving

Please stand as you are most comfortable

Presider
People

Presider
People

Presider
People

Presider
People

Presider

All things come of thee, O Lord.
And of thine own have we given thee.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Eucharistic Prayer B

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us to new life in

Jesus Christ our Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the com-

pany of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Music: From A Community Mass; Richard Proulx (b. 1937). Copyright © 1971, 1977 GIA Publications, Inc.
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Please stand or kneel as you are able.

Presider continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to
be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you
have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This i1s my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sac-
rament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, reconcile all peoples to your grace and love, and bring us to that heavenly
country where with our Patron, Paul, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage
of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,

Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.
18



The Lord’s Prayer

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and for ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread

A period of silence is kept.
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The Invitation to Communion

Presider: The gifts of God for the people of God...
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people.

This is the table of the Lord. It is made ready for those who love him and who want to love
him more. So come, you who have much faith and you have little, you who have been here
often and you have not been here long, you who have tried to follow and you who have failed.

Come, for it is the Lord who invites you.

You will now have three ways to receive communion:

In one kind--this means you receive only the bread or only the wine. Receive the bread by
extending your hands, palm upward, when the presider comes to you and then leaving the rail
or crossing your hands over your chest when the chalice comes to you.

To receive the wine only, cross your hands when the bread is presented and then drink from
the chalice by gently assisting the chalice bearer by grasping the base of the chalice lightly to
help guide it to your lips.

Intinction (having the bread dipped in the wine and placed in your hand) is only done by
the presider from the intinction tray. To receive communion by intinction simply keep
your hands down by your sides as we have been doing. Then raise them to take intincted

bread between thumb and forefinger.

In two kinds--this is where you consume both the bread and the wine either by receiving the

bread and then drinking from the chalice or by Intinction.

There is no intinction by multiple individuals from the chalice.

Gluten free wafers available upon request.
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Post Communion Prayer

Presider:  Let us pray,

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

May the truth which makes us free, the hope that never dies, and the love which casts out fear,
visit us and redeem us, till the day-spring breaks and the shadows flee away. And may the
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be with you this day and remain
with you always. Amen.
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Please stand or kneel as you are comfortable.

Recessional Hymn #376 J oyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee
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1 Joy-ful, joy- ful, we a- dore thee, God of glo - ry, Lord of love;
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heaven re - flect thy rays,

3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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hearts wun - fold like flowers be - fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun a - bove.

stars and an-gels sing a-roundthee, cen-ter of un - bro-ken praise.
well - spring of the joy of liv - ing, o - cean-depth of  hap-py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness; drive the dark of doubt a - way;
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, bloom-ing mea-dow, flash - ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christour Bro - ther: all who live in love are thine;
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giv - er of im - mor-tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant - ing bird and flow-ing foun-tain, «call us to re - joice in thee.
teach___ us how love each o - ther, lift us the di - vine.
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Words: Henry Van Dyke (1852-1933). Music: Hymn to Joy, Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827); adapt. Edward Hodges
(1796-1867), alt.
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The Dismissal

Presider:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
People:  Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude

Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring
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Altar Flowers given by Franz Yale
n wmemory of George and Frances
Wiebel on their birthdays.
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PRAYER LIST

Please remember in your prayers: All who are ill or unemployed and those who are on our
prayer list.

Short-term

Larry Sagebrush, Willie Barber, Kim Tetzlaff, Doug Merritt, Shannon Ryan, Jamie Tate

Long-term

Andy Southwell, Michael Morrison, Cade Gibbs, Ray Call, Steve Jackson, Ken Asel, Shane
Jenkins, Da’Shon Horton, Rose Andrews, Margo Hurd

Armed Forces

Let us pray for the safety of all our troops, especially John Craine, Micha Duerk,
Faith Lankford, Cole Griffith, Zach Necessary, Jason Westmeyer, and all others who serve
throughout the world.

Prayer requests can be submitted through the prayer

request form by scanning the QR code below, or by contacting the office.

GRVACYFLOWCODE o
SRR R INCAET
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(25 % September 11th—Richard Canter

No anniversaries.

September 11th—Aaliyah Kilby
September 12th—Bailey Koch
September 12th—James Southwell
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Serving Today

Altar Guild: Marianne Beamon, Drew & Pam Mayberry
Reader: Cindy Smith
Acolytes: Julie Koch, Matthew Minick
Usher: Bob Houghton
Bread Bakers: Mark Williams & Ben Staley

Streaming Ministry: Rachel Minick, Gerry Peabody
Vestry Lock-Up for September: Jeff Beard

)

The Rt. Rev José McLoughlin
Bishop of the Diocese of Western North Carolina

St. Paul’s Vestry 2026
Jeff Beard
Jim Burch, Jr. Warden
Chuck Forester
Scott Jessee, Sr. Warden
Tana Myers

Diane Peabody

Bill Harris, Secretary
Linda Schneider, Treasurer
The Rev. Stephanie E. Parker, Rector
rector@stpaulwilkesboro.org
Russell Stinson, Director of Music
Penny Farmer, Finance Administrator
Robyn Setzer, Parish Administrator
office@stpaulwilkesboro.org
Dean Carlton, Sexton
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