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Welcome to our Church 

WELCOME  

to     

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

 

We are delighted you are seeking God in this special place. We want you to know that wher-

ever you are on the journey of faith, you are welcome to ask your questions here. 

Services are available: Recent services are available on our website: 

      https://stpaulwilkesboro.org 

Newsletters: Sign-up today to receive our electronic newsletter. Email the church office at 

 office@stpaulwilkesboro.org to have your name added. If you would like a printed copy of the 

newsletter mailed, please call the office. 

We extend a special thanks today to all that have been so generous with their time and talents 

in making this service possible. 

200 W. Cowles St., P. O. Box 95, Wilkesboro, NC  28697 

336-667-4231 

www.stpaulwilkesboro.org 

E-mail: office@stpaulwilkesboro.org 

Pastoral Emergency Line: 336-482-6800 

 

ONLING GIVING QR CODE: 

 
 

 

MASKS are optional. We 

do ask nonvaccinated 

persons to wear their 

masks 

https://stpaulwilkesboro.org
mailto:office@stpaulwilkesboro.org
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The Gathering  

Prelude  

Partita on “Jesu, Priceless Treasure”      J.G. Walther (1684-1748)  

       

                                                 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN #437 

Tell Out, My Soul 
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Opening Acclamation  

Presider:   Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People:   And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Let us Pray 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 

we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your Holy Name; through Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

Glory To God 
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 The Collect 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Let us pray. 

 
Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: Mercifully 
hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.  
Please be seated 

Liturgy of the Word 

 

First Reading                Micah 6:1-8 

                     continued on next page 

Hear what the Lord says: 
Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
and let the hills hear your voice. 

Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, 
and you enduring foundations of the earth; 

for the Lord has a controversy with his people, 
and he will contend with Israel. 

 
“O my people, what have I done to you? 
In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 

For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 

and I sent before you Moses, 
Aaron, and Miriam. 

O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 

and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” 
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“With what shall I come before the Lord, 
and bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, 
with calves a year old? 

Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? 

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
and what does the Lord require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God? 

Reader The Word of the Lord 

People Thanks be to God. 

The Response                Psalm 15 

Domine, quis habitabit? 

 

Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? * 
who may abide upon your holy hill? 

Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, * 
who speaks the truth from his heart. 

There is no guile upon his tongue; 
he does no evil to his friend; * 
he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 

In his sight the wicked is rejected, * 
but he honors those who fear the Lord. 

He has sworn to do no wrong * 
and does not take back his word. 

He does not give his money in hope of gain, * 
nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 

Whoever does these things * 
shall never be overthrown. 



 7 

 

 

Second Reading            1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

 

 

 

Reader:   The Word of the Lord 

People:   Thanks be to God 

 

Please stand, as you are most comfortable 

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the de-
bater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 
wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to 
save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wis-
dom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 
foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God's 
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is 
stronger than human strength. 

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human 

standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose 

what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the 

world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things 

that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the 

presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us 

wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order 

that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
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SEQUENCE HYMN  #448  (stanzas 1-3) 

O Love, How Deep 
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Please stand as you are most comfortable 

The Gospel               Matthew 5:1-12 

 

 

                
                        

Presider The Gospel of the Lord 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 

All are seated 

 

The Sermon                 The Rev. Stephanie E. Parker 

A time of silence following the sermon. 

Presider The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disci-

ples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the king-

dom of heaven. 

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 

heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you." 
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Please stand as you are comfortable 

 

The Nicene Creed—Wonder, Love & Praise 
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Prayers of the People 
 
 

 

  

Let us pray to or Lord God, our shining light made manifest in Jesus Christ. 

 

As the prophet Isaiah rang out, “Arise, shine, for your light has come”, empower 

your Church, O God, to ring out the Good New of the Light of your son Jesus, 

Star of Wonder, guide us to thy perfect light. 

 

As a star rose high into the nighttime sky to draw the nations to the Christ-child: 

send your blessing, O God, on this nation, and every nation, and draw the whole world to your 

peace and truth. 

Star of Wonder, guide us to thy perfect light. 

 

Like the Magi who traveled from afar to bring gifts and celebrate the Savior’s birth; we pray 

for this community, for those who have asked for our prayers:  and we pray for quiet moments 

of joy and hope. 

Star of wonder, guide us to thy perfect light. 

 

 

As Jesus climbed the mountaintop, and proclaimed blessings on the people  of the world; we 

pray for the sick and the distressed, the poor and the lame.  We remember those who have 

died; may light perpetual shine upon them.  

Star of wonder, guide us to thy perfect light.  

 

Presider:       Lord Jesus, Light of the World, hear our prayers, and make us  reflections of your 

      Light. We pray that the places of darkness in our world would be pierced by  

      your brightness and that all nations would be drawn to your grace and peace. 

        Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



12 

 

Please stand or  kneel as able 
 

Confession of Sin 
 
Presider  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
 
         Most merciful God, 
    we confess that we have sinned against you 
    in thought, word, and deed, 
    by what we have done, 
    and by what we have left undone. 
    We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
    we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
    We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
    For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
    have mercy on us and forgive us; 
    that we may delight in your will, 
    and walk in your ways, 
    to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

 
Absolution 
     
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen.  

Farewell  Prayers 
 

Presider:   Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the  
    world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 
People:     And Jesus and the Disciples traveled from town to town making known  
    the love of God that was in them. 
 
Presider:    Gracious and loving God, we pray for Kelly and Tom and for the    
    knowledge that  your grace precedes and follows them wherever they go . We 
    thank you for their time with us and that you are with them in this    
    new chapter in their lives. May they go knowing that our best hopes and  
    prayers go with them.  In Jesus most holy name we pray. Amen.  

 
The Peace 

“The Peace” is a Christian tradition deriving its roots from Jesus himself  
who greeted people saying, “Peace be with you.” “The Peace” may feel awkward if you 

are new or an introvert or trying not to be noticed. We take this portion of our worship seri-
ously as we live in a deeply divided world full of violence. These actions in God’s house 

model what we are called to do in the world.  

 

Presider:  The Peace of Christ be always with you. 
People :    And also with you. 
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                          Offertory 

 

Offertory Anthem  

O Light of Light             Cary Ratcliff (b.1953) 

(for text, see Hymn #133) 

 

 

 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

 

Please stand, as able.                     Eucharistic Prayer B, BCP  page 367 

 
Presider All things come of thee, O Lord 
People And of thine own have we given thee 
 
 

Presider  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord  
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise.    
Presider It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to  
   you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
   Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to  
   shine on our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son  
   Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  
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SANCTUS-Hymn S-125                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now is the time to stand or kneel as you prefer 

 

Presider continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 

us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the  

prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 

sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, 

you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into 

life.  

 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 

and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 
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Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  

 

  We remember his death,  

  We proclaim his resurrection,  

  We await his coming in glory;   

 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;  presenting to 

you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  

 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in 

his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In 

the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heav-

enly country where with our Patron, Paul, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting 

heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all   

creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,  

 Our father in heaven 

 hallowed be your Name, 

 Your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

 on earth as it is in Heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial, 

 and deliver us from evil, 

 For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours, 

 now and for ever. AMEN. 



16 

 

Fraction 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Fraction Anthem  
 
Eat This Bread Taizé 
(Sing 2 times) 
 
Eat this bread, drink this cup, 
come to me and never be hungry.  Eat this bread, 
drink this cup, trust in me and you will not thirst. 
 

The Invitation to Communion 

 

Presider  The gifts of God for the people of God... 

This is the table of the Lord. It is made ready for those who love him and who want to love 

him more. So come, you who have much faith and you have little, you who have been here of-

ten and you have not been here long, you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. 

Come, for it is the Lord who invites you.  

 

You will now have three ways to receive communion: 

 

In one kind--this means you receive only the bread or only the wine. Receive the bread by 

extending your hands, palm upward, when the presider comes to you and then leaving the rail 

or crossing your hands over your chest when the chalice comes to you.  

To receive the wine only, cross your hands when the bread is presented and then drink from 

the chalice by gently assisting the chalice bearer by grasping the base of the chalice lightly to 

help guide it to your lips. 

 

Intinction (having the bread dipped in the wine and placed in your hand) is only done 

by the presider from the intinction tray. To receive communion by intinction simply 

keep your hands down by your sides as we have been doing. Then raise them to take in-

tincted bread between thumb and forefinger. 

 

In two kinds--this is where you consume both the bread and the wine either by receiving the 

bread and then drinking from the chalice or by Intinction. 

 

There is no intinction by multiple individuals from the chalice. Gluten free wafers available 

upon request.  



 17 

 

 

 

 
COMMUNION MUSIC 
 
Meditation on “Amazing Grace” George Shearing (1919-2011)  
 
 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

 

 

Presider  Let us pray, 

Almighty and everliving God, 

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 

that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 

and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 

And now, God, send us out 

to do the work you have given us to do, 

to love and serve you 

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

Please stand 

 

 

 

The Blessing  
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Recessional Hymn #523, stanzas 1, 2 and 4 

Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken 
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Dismissal 
 
Presider Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia!  
People Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 
 
 
 

Postlude  

Postlude and Fugue in G Minor           attr. J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
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PRAYER LIST 

 

Please remember in your prayers: All who are ill or unemployed and those who are on our 

prayer list. 

 

Short-term  

Bryan Lane, Monty Shaw, Susan Whittington, Carol Canter, Kenneth Canter, Cindy Hartley, 

Nick Eller, Joe Samuel, Julian Family, Jackie Foster, Juanita Phillips, Sloan Barnhilll, Aletha 

Johnson 

 

Long-term  

Steve Jackson, Lloyd Putzek, Ryan Marlow, Jordan Denny & Family, Paul Barlow, Kathi 

Johnson, Dot Beamon, Ken Asel, Julius Parks & Family 

 

Armed Forces 

Let us pray for the safety of all our troops, especially Micha Duerk, Faith Lankford,  

Cole Griffith, Zach Necessary, Jason Westmeyer, and all others who serve throughout the 

world.  

 

Please send the addresses of troops with connections to St Paul’s to the church office  

office@stpaulwilkesboro.org, especially those abroad. 

Prayer requests can be submitted through the prayer  

request form by scanning the QR code, or by contacting the office   

mailto:office@stpaulwilkesboro.org
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January 30-Doug Merritt 

January 31-Benjamin Staley 

February 1–Kim Faw 

February 2-Kellan Barton 

February 3-Ricki Barger 

February 3-Cynthia Palazzolo 

February 4-Paula Jameson 

No Anniversaries this week. 

Serving Today 

 

Altar Guild: Mary Lankford, Sharon Greene, Bonnie Merritt 

Reader 8:30: Edward Southwell 

Reader 10:30:  Jenny Nelson 

Acolytes: Linda Schneider & Drew Mayberry 

Usher 8:30:  Jeff Beard 

Usher 10:30:  Ron Myers 
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Sign ups for altar flowers are  

posted in the commons, or use 

the QR code and sign up 

online! 

Wilkesboro Methodist Church makes 

sleeping mats for the homeless from 

plastic grocery bags. They are in need of 

plastic bags for this ministry. A box has 

been placed in the commons. Teri Canter 

has brought this wonderful ministry to 

our attention and will be responsible for 

delivery of the bags.  
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St. Paul’s Vestry 

        2023 /2024                            2024/2025        2025/2026 

       Richard Barber              Carol Canter              Doug Merritt, Jr. Warden 

       Beverly Cook                Joe Fesperman, Sr. Warden      Ruth Harris                

       Richard Searcy     Gwen Temple           Julie Koch 

 

Bill Harris, Secretary 
Drew Mayberry Treasurer 

 
The Rt. Rev. José McLoughlin, Bishop of the Diocese of WNC 

The Rev. Stephanie E. Parker, Rector   
 rector@stpaulwilkesboro.org 

Russell Stinson, Director of Music  
The Rev. Dn. Susan Whittington, Deacon 
The Rev. Carl Elledge, Pastoral Assistant 

Roosevelt Carlton, Sexton  
Penny Farmer, Finance Adminstrator 
Becky Minton, Parish Administrator 


