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Welcome to our Church

WELCOME
to
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

We are delighted you are seeking God in this special place. We want you to know that wherever you are on
the journey of faith, you are welcome to ask your questions here.

Services are available: Recent services are available on our website: https://stpaulwilkesboro.org

Newsletters: Sign-up today to receive our weekly electronic newsletter! Email the church office at
office@stpaulwilkesboro.org to have your name added. If you would like a printed copy of the newsletter
mailed, please call the office.

We extend a special thanks today to all that have been so generous with their time and talents in making this
service possible.

200 W. Cowles St., P. O. Box 95, Wilkesboro, NC 28697
336-667-4231
www.stpaulwilkesboro.org
E-mail: office@stpaulwilkesboro.org
Pastoral Emergency Line: 336-482-6800
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The Gathering

Prelude
Gymnopedie

Welcome and Announcements

Erik Satie (1866-1925)

Processional Hymn #377 All People that on Earth Do Dwell

Unison or harmony
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Words: William Kethe (d. 16087?); para. of Psalm 100. Music: Old 100th, melody from Pseaumes octante trois de David, 1551,

alt.; harm. after Louis Bourgeois (1510?-15617?).



Opening Acclamation

Presider
People

Presider

Alleluia, Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Let us pray:

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria S-278
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Music: William Mathias (1934-1992). Copyright © 1976 Oxford University Press.

The Collect
Presider: The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.

Presider: Let us pray.

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his
voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you

and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated.



The Liturgy of the Word

First Reading Acts 2:42-47

Those who had been baptized devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellow-

ship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles.
All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their posses-
sions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent
much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and
generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the
Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
People: Thanks be to God.



The Response Psalm 23

Dominus regit me

The Lorp is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.

He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.

He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.

Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the Lorbp for ever.



Second Reading 1 Peter 2:19-25

It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. If
you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure
when you do right and suffer for it, you have God's approval. For to this you have been
called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should
follow in his steps.

“He committed no sin,
and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but
he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on
the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have
been healed. For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shep-
herd and guardian of your souls.

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
People: Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are most comfortable.



Sequence Hymn #664 My Shepherd Will Supply My Need
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Words: [saac Watts (1674-1748); para. of Psalm 23. Music:

Resignation, American folk melody, acc. David Hurd (b. 1950).




Please stand as you are most comfortable.
The Gospel John 10:1-10

Presider: The Gospel of the Lord

People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ

Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate

but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the
shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his
voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all
his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice.
They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the
voice of strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not under-
stand what he was saying to them.

So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who
came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the
gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture.
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and
have it abundantly.”

All are seated.

The Sermon The Rev. Stephanie E. Parker

A time of silence following the sermon.
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Please stand as you are comfortable.

The Nicene Creed—Wonder, Love & Praise
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Prayers of the People

Gracious and Holy God,

with all your creatures great and small

we thank you for your bounty and your goodness,
for in the abundance of land and ocean,

in the cycles of the seasons,

and the wonders of each creature,

You reveal Your generosity.

Teach us the gratitude that dispels envy,
that we may honor each gift as you cherish your creation,

and praise you in all times and places.

That this all the world may know your grace and truth:

We pray in gratitude to You, O Lord.

That we may offer to you our worship and praise along with the work of our hands, serving
the needs of people we know well and those we know not at all:

We pray in gratitude to You, O Lord.

That we may strive for the well-being of all creation, honoring each creature large and small:

We pray in gratitude to you, O Lord.

12



That in the pleasures and pains of life,
we may know the love of Christ and be compassionate:

We pray in gratitude to you, O Lord.

That we may always and everywhere give thanks to you, O God,
for setting us at task that both challenge and delight us:

We pray in gratitude to you, O Lord.

That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit,
in communion with all peoples of the earth,
entrusting one another and all our life to Christ:

We pray in gratitude to you, O Lord.

Presider: O God of peace, you have taught us that in returning and rest we shall be saved, in
quietness and confidence shall be our strength; by the might of your Spirit lift us to your pres-
ence where we may be still and know that you are God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Peace

+“The Peace” is a Christian tradition deriving its roots from Jesus himself who greeted peo-

ple saying, “Peace be with you.” “The Peace” may feel awkward if you are new or an intro-

vert or trying not to be noticed. We take this portion of our worship seriously as we live in a
deeply divided world full of violence. These actions in God’s house model what we are called
to do in the world.

Presider:  The peace of Christ be always with you.
People:  And also with you.

Presider: Invitation to the Great Thanksgiving

OFFERTORY ANTHEM
The River arr. Aaron Copeland (1900-1990)

Shall we gather at the river,
Where bright angel feet have trod.
With its crystal tide forever
Flowing by the throne of God.

Yes, we’ll gather at the river,

The beautiful, the beautiful river.
Gather with the saints by the river
That flows by the throne of God.

Soon we’ll reach the shining river,
Soon our pilgrimage will cease.
Soon our happy hearts will quiver

With the melody of peace.
14



Yes, we’ll gather at the river,

The beautiful, the beautiful river.

Gather with the saints by the river
That flows by the throne of God.

Nancy Scroggs, soprano

The Great Thanksgiving

Please stand as you are most comfortable. Eucharistic Prayer D, BCP page 372

Sing.

Presider and People: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures
here below. Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. A-

men.

Presider
People

Presider
People

Presider
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and

true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. Fountain of life and source

of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you created them to re-

joice in the splendor of your radiance.
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In the multitude of your saints you have surrounded us with a great cloud of witnesses, that we

might rejoice in their fellowship, and run with endurance the race that is set before us; and to-

gether with them, receive the crown of glory that never fades away.

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the

glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to

every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing:

Sanctus: S-125

Music: From A Community Mass; Richard Proulx (b. 1937). Copyright © 1971, 1977 GIA Publications, Inc.
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We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and
love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in
participation with you, our Creator, we might love and serve all your creatures. When our diso-
bedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy
you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us
into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be
our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of his mother Mary, he lived as one of us, yet
without fear. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to
the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your hope for an end to violence, he gave himself up to death;
and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who lived and rose for us, he sent
the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and
to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it,
and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other ves-
sel containing wine to be consecrated.

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his
own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of

n

me.

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death and his de-
scent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting
his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this
cup, we praise you and we bless you.

We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, Lord our God.

Presider: Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon
us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy
people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus
Christ.

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sac-
rifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Mary, with patriarchs, prophets,
apostles, and martyrs, our Patron Saint Paul, and all the saints who have found favor with you
in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God
and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN.
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As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and for ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.

Fraction Anthem

Hymn #333 Now the silence, now the peace
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Words: Jaroslav J. Vajda (b. 1919). Music: Now, Carl Flentge Schalk (b. 1929). Words and Music: Copyright © 1969, by Hope
Publishing Company Carol Stream, IL 60188. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission.
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The Invitation to Communion

Presider: The gifts of God for the people of God...
People: God’s holy food for God’s holy people.

This is the table of the Lord. It is made ready for those who love him and who want to love him
more. So come, you who have much faith and you have little, you who have been here often
and you have not been here long, you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. Come,
for it is the Lord who invites you.

You will now have three ways to receive communion:

In one kind--this means you receive only the bread or only the wine. Receive the bread by ex-
tending your hands, palm upward, when the presider comes to you and then leaving the rail or
crossing your hands over your chest when the chalice comes to you.

To receive the wine only, cross your hands when the bread is presented and then drink from
the chalice by gently assisting the chalice bearer by grasping the base of the chalice lightly to
help guide it to your lips.

Intinction (having the bread dipped in the wine and placed in your hand) is only done by
the presider from the intinction tray. To receive communion by intinction simply keep
your hands down by your sides as we have been doing. Then raise them to take intincted

bread between thumb and forefinger.

In two Kinds--this is where you consume both the bread and the wine either by receiving the
bread and then drinking from the chalice or by Intinction.

There is no intinction by multiple individuals from the chalice.

Gluten free wafers available upon request.
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Post Communion Prayer

Presider Let us pray,

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and

courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

When the table is set, alleluia!

When the bread is broken, alleluia!

When the hungry are fed, alleluia!

When peace is celebrated, alleluia!

When communities are brought together, alleluia!

When neighbors love one other, alleluia!

When the stone is rolled away and the tomb is empty, alleluia!

And may the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon this
day and remain with you always. Amen.
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Recessional Hymn #495 Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus

(stanzas 1-2 and 4)
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to re - ceive; high - est prais - es, with - out  ceas - ing,
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thou didst free sal - va - tion bring. Hail, thou u - ni - ver - sal
thou hast full a - tone - ment made. All thy peo-ple are for -
seat - ed at thy Fa - ther’s side. There for sin - ners thou art
right it is for us to give. Help, ye bright an - gel - ic
0
| I
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Sa - vior, bear - er of our sin and shame! By thy mer-it
giv - en through the vir-tue of thy  blood: o-pened is the
plead-ing:  there thou dost our place pre - pare; ev - er  for us
spi - rits, all your no-blest an-thems raise; help to  sing our
o — — | — — —
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we find fa - vor: life is giv - en through thy Name
gate of hea - ven, re - con - ciled are we with God.
in - ter - ced-ing, till  in glo - ry we ap - pear.
Sa - vior’s mer - its, help to chant Em - man - uel’s praise!

Words: John Bakewell (1721-1819) and Martin Madan (1726-1790), alt. Music: /n Babilone, melody from Oude en Nieuwe
Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradanseu, 1710; harm. Roy. F. Kehl (b. 1935).
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The Dismissal

Presider:

People:

Postlude

Offertorio

Let us go forth rejoicing in the name of the risen Christ!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Domenico Zipoli (1685-1730)
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PRAYER LIST

Please remember in your prayers: All who are ill or unemployed and those who are on our
prayer list.

Short-term
Kim Tetzlaff, Doug Merritt, Shannon Ryan, Jamie Tate

Long-term
Michael Morrison, Cade Gibbs, Ray Call, Steve Jackson, Ken Asel, Shane Jenkins, Kaye Hall,

Dot Beamon, Da’Shon Horton, Rose Andrews

Armed Forces
Let us pray for the safety of all our troops, especially John Craine, Micha Duerk,

Faith Lankford, Cole Griffith, Zach Necessary, Jason Westmeyer, and all others who serve
throughout the world.

Prayer requests can be submitted through the prayer

request form by scanning the QR code below, or by contacting the office.

R EROERSRTY
[2e3 +44 4 004 00ts +

.:'. o
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\
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No Anniversaries.

April 26th - Dariel Rathmell
April 27th - Scott Jessee
April 27th - Diane Peabody
April 27th - Bobba Norman
April 30th - Teri Canter
May 1st - Claude Faw
May 2nd - Beverly Cook
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Serving Today

Altar Guild: Sharon Greene, Bonnie Merritt
Reader: Robin Shumate
Acolytes: Julie Koch, Keyonii Staley
Usher: Ryan Minick

Bread Bakers: Mark Williams & Ben Staley

Streaming Ministry: Rachel Minick, Gerry Peabody

Vestry Lock-Up for April: Diane Peabody

~
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The Rt. Rev José McLoughlin
Bishop of the Diocese of Western North Carolina

St. Paul’s Vestry 2026
Jeff Beard
Jim Burch, Jr. Warden
Chuck Forester
Scott Jessee, Sr. Warden
Tana Myers

Diane Peabody

Bill Harris, Secretary
Linda Schneider, Treasurer
The Rev. Stephanie E. Parker, Rector
rector@stpaulwilkesboro.org
Russell Stinson, Director of Music
Penny Farmer, Finance Administrator
Robyn Setzer, Parish Administrator
office@stpaulwilkesboro.org
Dean Carlton, Sexton
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