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Welcome to our Church 

WELCOME  

to     

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
 
 

We are delighted you are seeking God in this special place. We want you to know that wher-

ever you are on the journey of faith, you are welcome to ask your questions here. 

 

Services are available: Recent services are available on our website: 

 https://stpaulwilkesboro.org 

 

Newsletters: Sign-up today to receive our weekly electronic newsletter! Email the church of-

fice at office@stpaulwilkesboro.org to have your name added. If you would like a printed copy 

of the newsletter mailed, please call the office. 

 

We extend a special thanks today to all that have been so generous with their time and talents 

in making this service possible. 

200 W. Cowles St., P. O. Box 95, Wilkesboro, NC  28697 

336-667-4231 

www.stpaulwilkesboro.org 

E-mail: office@stpaulwilkesboro.org 

Pastoral Emergency Line: 336-482-6800 

 

ONLINE GIVING QR CODE: 

 

 

 

 

https://stpaulwilkesboro.org
mailto:office@stpaulwilkesboro.org
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The Gathering  
Prelude  
Air (from Water Music)                                                                                    G.F. Handel 
 

Welcome and Announcements  
 

Processional Hymn #518 Christ is Made the Sure Foundation 
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Opening Acclamation  

 

Presider  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 
People   And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Presider  Let us pray: 
 
    Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 

    and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our  

    hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may  

    perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

     through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Collect 

Presider: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Presider: Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give 

more than we either desire or comprehend: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiv-

ing us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for 

which we do not know how to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our 

Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

Please be seated. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading                                                                   Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20                       

Then God spoke all these words: 

I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 

slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. 

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven 

above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 
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You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will 

not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all your 

work. 

Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the 

Lord your God is giving you. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or 

male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and 

the mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, and said to 

Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will 

die.” Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for God has come only to test you and 

to put the fear of him upon you so that you do not sin.” 

 

Reader:     Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People. 

People:     Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The Response                                                                      Psalm 19 

Caeli enarrant 

The heavens declare the glory of God, * 

and the firmament shows God’s handiwork. 

One day tells its tale to another, * 

and one night imparts knowledge to another. 

Although they have no words or language, * 

and their voices are not heard, 

Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 

and their message to the ends of the world. 
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In the deep has God set a pavilion for the sun; * 

it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 

it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 

It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 

and runs about to the end of it again; * 

nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 

The law of the Lord is perfect 

and revives the soul; * 

the testimony of the Lord is sure 

and gives wisdom to the innocent. 

The statutes of the Lord are just 

and rejoice the heart; * 

the commandment of the Lord is clear 

and gives light to the eyes. 

The fear of the Lord is clean 

and endures for ever; * 

the judgments of the Lord are true 

and righteous altogether. 

More to be desired are they than gold, 

more than much fine gold, * 

sweeter far than honey, 

than honey in the comb. 

By them also is your servant enlightened, * 

and in keeping them there is great reward. 

Who can tell how often we offend? * 

cleanse me from my secret faults. 

Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 

let them not get dominion over me; * 

then shall I be whole and sound, 

and innocent of a great offense. 

     Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 

           heart be acceptable in your sight, * 

           O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 
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Second Reading                    Philippians 3:4b-14 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth 

day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as 

to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, 

blameless. 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More 

than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ 

Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as 

rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of 

my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the right-

eousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrec-

tion and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I 

may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it 

my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have 

made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to 

what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ 

Jesus. 

Reader:     Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People. 

All:           Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand as you are most comfortable. 

Sequence Hymn #458 My Song is Love Uknown (stanzas 1-3 and 7) 
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  The Gospel                                  Matthew 21:33-46 
 

Presider: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, 

put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to 

tenants and went to another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves 

to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed 

another, and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they 

treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect 

my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; 

come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ So they seized him, threw him out of the 

vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to 

those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and 

lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 

‘The stone that the builders rejected 

has become the cornerstone; 

this was the Lord’s doing, 

and it is amazing in our eyes’? 

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 

given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls 

on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it 

falls.” 

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was 

speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they 

regarded him as a prophet. 

 

Presider: The Gospel of the Lord 

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

All are seated. 

The Sermon                        The Rev. Stephanie E. Parker 

A time of silence following the sermon. 
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Please stand as you are comfortable. 

The Nicene Creed—Wonder, Love & Praise 
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Prayers of the People 

Leader: Bound together in Christ in the communion of the Holy Spirit, we pray with one heart 

and mind to our God, saying: 

 

People: By faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

 

Leader: May the love that flows endlessly between the Father and the Son in the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit renew and deepen the lives of all who follow Jesus and draw the human family 

all together into your eternal dance. This we pray: 

 

People: By faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

 

Leader: May we, with the leaders of the Church, and the leaders of nations discern the ways to 

overcome divisions and mistrust, that all may reflect your unity in every aspect of our common 

lives. This we pray: 

 

People: By faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

 

Leader: May your Abundant Life, seen clearly in the life of Jesus, endure and flourish in us as 

the Holy Spirit enlightens us to a greater understanding of you, ourselves, and all others with 

whom we share our planet. This we pray: 

 

People: By faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

 

Leader: May our families, our communal life and our wider communities be places of com-

munion and mutual support, which builds us up and strengthens us with your grace and truth. 

This we ask: 

 

People: By faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

 

Leader: We give you thanks for our natural world, which you so lovingly created; help us be 

wise, careful, and loving caregivers of your creation. This we pray: 

 

People: By faith, with thanksgiving. 
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Leader: In the power of your Spirit who joins our prayer to Christ’s eternal intercession, we 

pray for the sick, the suffering, those who have died, and all who stand in need, especially 

(your prayers are invited silently or aloud here)...For healing for all the world we pray, 

 

People: By faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

Leader: In an endless outpouring of thanksgiving for your ceaseless joy and rejoicing in the 

power of your grace we pray:  

 

People: By faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

Presider: O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of 

human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share 

our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
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   Confession of Sin 

Please stand or kneel as you are most comfortable.                             

Let us confess our sins against God and one another.  

Moment of silence observed. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name.  

Amen. 

              

 

 

 

 

 

             Absolution     

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins  

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,  

and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 15 

 

The Peace 

“The Peace” is a Christian tradition deriving its roots from Jesus himself  

who greeted people saying, “Peace be with you.” “The Peace” may feel awkward if you are 

new or an introvert or trying not to be noticed. We take this portion of our worship seriously 

as we live in a deeply divided world full of violence. These actions in God’s house model 

what we are called to do in the world.  

Presider:     The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People:       And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Presider: Invitation to the Great Thanksgiving 

 

Presider: Walk in love… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offertory Anthem 

The Old 100th Psalm Tune                                      Ralph Vaughan Williams 

(for text, see Hymn #377 or #378) 
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 The Great Thanksgiving 

Please stand as you are most comfortable                                   Eucharistic Prayer B 

 

Presider  All things come of thee, O Lord. 

People       And of thine own have we given thee. 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People        And also with you.  

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People       We lift them to the Lord.  

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People        It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

Presider     It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to   

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us to new life in 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the com-

pany of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  
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Please stand or kneel as you are able. 

Presider continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to 

be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you 

have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  

 

On the night before he died, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 

to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  

  We remember his death,  

  We proclaim his resurrection,  

  We await his coming in glory;   

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine.  

 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sac-

rament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 

sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 

fullness of time, reconcile all peoples to your grace and love, and bring us to that heavenly 

country where with our Patron, Paul, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage 

of your children of light; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all  creation, the head 

of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.  
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The Lord’s Prayer  
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fraction 

S-154 
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 The Invitation to Communion 

 

Presider:  The gifts of God for the people of God… 

    God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 

 

This is the table of the Lord. It is made ready for those who love him and who want to love him 

more. So come, you who have much faith and you have little, you who have been here 

 often and you have not been here long, you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. 

Come, for it is the Lord who invites you.  

 

You will now have three ways to receive communion: 

In one kind--this means you receive only the bread or only the wine. Receive the bread by ex-

tending your hands, palm upward, when the presider comes to you and then leaving the rail or 

crossing your hands over your chest when the chalice comes to you.  

 

To receive the wine only, cross your hands when the bread is presented and then drink from 

the chalice by gently assisting the chalice bearer by grasping the base of the chalice lightly to 

help guide it to your lips. 

 

Intinction (having the bread dipped in the wine and placed in your hand) is only done by 

the presider from the intinction tray. To receive communion by intinction simply keep 

your hands down by your sides as we have been doing. Then raise them to take intincted 

bread between thumb and forefinger. 

 

In two kinds--this is where you consume both the bread and the wine either by receiving the 

bread and then drinking from the chalice or by Intinction. 

 

There is no intinction by multiple individuals from the chalice.  

 

Gluten free wafers available upon request.  
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Post Communion Prayer 

 

Presider:  Let us pray, 

 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

The Blessing  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship continues on the next page. 
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Please stand or kneel as you are comfortable. 

Recessional Hymn #448 O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High 
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The Dismissal 
 
Presider:     Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

                   Alleluia! Alleluia!  

People:      Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 

 

 

Postlude  

Sine Nomine                                                                        Ralph Vaughan Williams 
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PRAYER LIST 

Please remember in your prayers: All who are ill or unemployed and those who are on our 

prayer list. 

 

Short-term  

Sloan Bodford, Willie Barber, Kim Tetzlaff, Doug Merritt, Shannon Ryan, Jamie Tate 

 

Long-term  

Andy Southwell, Michael Morrison, Cade Gibbs, Ray Call, Steve Jackson, Ken Asel, Shane 

Jenkins, Da’Shon Horton, Rose Andrews, Margo Hurd 

 

Armed Forces 

Let us pray for the safety of all our troops, especially John Craine, Micha Duerk,  

Faith Lankford, Cole Griffith, Zach Necessary, Jason Westmeyer, and all others who serve 

throughout the world.  
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Prayer requests can be submitted through the prayer  

request form by scanning the QR code below, or by contacting the office. 
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No birthdays.  
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October 10th—Donald & 
Pamela Curley 
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Serving Today 

Altar Guild: Jim & Shelia Burch, Mike & Mary Southwell  

Reader: Steve Reid 

Acolytes: Julie Koch/Matthew Minick 

Ushers: Ron Myers 

Bread Bakers: Mark Williams & Ben Staley 

Streaming Ministry: Rachel Minick, Gerry Peabody 

Vestry Lock-Up for September: Jeff Beard 

The Rt. Rev José McLoughlin 

Bishop of the Diocese of Western North Carolina 

St. Paul’s Vestry 2026 

Jeff Beard 

Jim Burch, Jr. Warden 

Chuck Forester 

Scott Jessee, Sr. Warden 

Tana Myers 

Diane Peabody 
                           _______________ 

Bill Harris, Secretary 

Linda Schneider, Treasurer 

The Rev. Stephanie E. Parker, Rector   

 rector@stpaulwilkesboro.org 

Russell Stinson, Director of Music  

Penny Farmer, Finance Administrator 

Robyn Setzer, Parish Administrator 

office@stpaulwilkesboro.org 

Dean Carlton, Sexton 


