
  

                  October 25, 2020  
      Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost  

      

  

SAINT PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH



Welcome to St. Paul’s 

♦ Please stand, as you are most comfortable 

Opening Acclamation                         BCP 355 

Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People:  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.          

Gloria (spoken) 

             Glory to God in the Highest,     

      and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

    receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen.     

The Collect                         

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People:        And also with you. 

Celebrant:    Let us pray.  

  

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, that we 

may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

♦ Please be seated 

  

 

 

 

 



                                                  Liturgy of the Word 

  

First Reading                                                                                  Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
 

Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is 

opposite Jericho, and the LORD showed him the whole land: Gilead as far as Dan, all 

Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Western 

Sea, the Negeb, and the Plain—that is, the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees—as far 

as Zoar. The LORD said to him, “This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, 

and to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants’; I have let you see it with your 

eyes, but you shall not cross over there.” Then Moses, the servant of the LORD, died there 

in the land of Moab, at the LORD’s command. He was buried in a valley in the land of 

Moab, opposite Beth-peor, but no one knows his burial place to this day. Moses was one 

hundred twenty years old when he died; his sight was unimpaired and his vigor had not 

abated. The Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days; then the period of 

mourning for Moses was ended. 

Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid his hands on 

him; and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the LORD had commanded Moses. 

Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to 

face. He was unequaled for all the signs and wonders that the LORD sent him to perform in 

the land of Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his servants and his entire land, and for all the 

mighty deeds and all the terrifying displays of power that Moses performed in the sight of 

all Israel. 

 

Reader   The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17                                                        *said by half-verse    

Lord, you have been our refuge * 

 from one generation to another. 

Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born, * 

 from age to age you are God. 

You turn us back to the dust and say, * 

 "Go back, O child of earth." 

For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past * 

 and like a watch in the night. 

You sweep us away like a dream; * 

 we fade away suddenly like the grass. 

In the morning it is green and flourishes; * 

 in the evening it is dried up and withered. 

Return, O Lord; how long will you tarry? * 

 be gracious to your servants. 

Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; * 

 so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 

Make us glad by the measure of the days that you afflicted us * 

 and the years in which we suffered adversity. 

Show your servants your works * 

 and your splendor to their children. 

May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us; * 

 prosper the work of our hands; prosper our handiwork. 



1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, but though 
we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had 
courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. For our 
appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, but just as we have been 
approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please 
mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. As you know and as God is our witness, we 
never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; nor did we seek praise from 
mortals, whether from you or from others, though we might have made demands as apostles of 
Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. So 
deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God 
but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us.  

Reader:  The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

♦ Please stand, as you are most comfortable 

 

The Gospel                     Matthew 22: 34-46 

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ     

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 

and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which 

commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest 

and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 

Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: “What do 

you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” He 

said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 

‘The Lord said to my Lord, 

“Sit at my right hand, 

until I put your enemies under your feet”’? 

If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” No one was able to give him an answer, 

nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ  

  

♦ All are seated   

 
 

The Sermon                                                                                         other Stephanie E. Parker 

 
 

♦ A period of silence follows the sermon   
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The Nicene Creed                            BCP 358 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  And was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 

   We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
       who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
       With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
       He has spoken through the Prophets. 
       We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
       We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
       We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
          and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  



Prayers of the People          

Holy God, we pray for all your people. Heal our divisions, and give us one mind in Christ. Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done.  

Stir up your church to make the power of the cross known to all, that people everywhere may see 

your great light. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done.  

Lift from all people the burdens of poverty, war and injustice. Break every rod of oppression 

throughout the earth. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done.  

Guide those who make and execute laws, and those who maintain our safety, that all people may 

know their worth as your creation. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done.  

Strengthen us to care for the poor, the imprisoned, and all who suffer. Open our hands and hearts 

to embrace all who are in need. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done.  

We pray for our parish; give us the will and the ability to care for one another, constantly 

building each other up. Direct us in living out your will for forgiveness, compassion and joy. Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done.  

We remember before you all whom we love but see no longer. Give them eternal rest. Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done.  

Celebrant: Almighty God, you have taught us to do justice, love kindness and practice mercy; 

make our faith active in love, that your name may be praised and your people served throughout 

the earth through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Confession 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

♦ A period of silent reflection 

Celebrant and People 
 

Most merciful God,  

we confess that we have sinned against you  

in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done,  

and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  

have mercy on us and forgive us;  

that we may delight in your will,  

and walk in your ways,  

to the glory of your Name.  

Amen. 
  

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep you in eternal life. Amen.     



  

 
      The Peace   

♦ “The Peace” is a Christian tradition deriving its roots from Jesus himself  
who greeted people saying, “Peace be with you.” “The Peace” may feel awkward if  

you are new or an introvert or trying not to be noticed. We take this portion of our worship  
seriously as we live in a deeply divided world full of violence. Offering a greeting with love and sharing 

the peace that Christ brings is central to being part of Christian community. Maintaining social 
distancing, greet people and say “Peace be with you.” These actions  in God’s house model what we are 

called to do in the world.  Peace be with you. 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you.     

  

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Eucharistic Prayer B                       BCP 367                                                                      

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

♦ Proper Preface said here 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever offer this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

♦ Spoken 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

♦ Please stand or sit as you are most comfortable. 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior 
and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to 
stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."  

 



Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy 
Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the 
new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, 
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your 
Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with St, Paul and all your saints, we may 
enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. By him, and 
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven,        BCP 364 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

  

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

 

  

The Invitation to Holy Communion 

Presider All Holy Jesus, we gather to represent the people of God at St. Paul’s. As we 

receive the sacrament of the body and blood, through the mystery of your holy 

Spirit, be with those at home who desire to receive you.  

People Grant us all the Spiritual Communion of unity, grace and Abundant life that 

is your gift to us at all times and in all places. We love you above all things, 

and we give you thanks that you are with us wherever we are and that we 

are, in your love, gathered together in your presence as a full and faithful 

community of God. Amen. 

 

 

  



        The Communion                 
♦ This is the table of the Lord, not of the church. It is made ready for those who love him and who want to 
love him more. So come, you who have much faith and you have little, you who have been here often and 
you have not been here long, you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. Come, for it is the 

Lord who invites  you. It is God’s will that those who want him should meet him here. 
♦ Gluten free wafers available upon request.  

 

  

Post Communion Prayer                            BCP 366 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
  

The Blessing     
          

Deacon: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God.  
  

Serving Today 

Reader: Tana Myers  

Altar Guild: Laurie Love  

  

  



 
Prayer List 

Illness 

Mike Adams, Jim Andrews, Ken Asel, Chris Barton, Pam Baugh, Robert Baugh, Dot Beamon, 

Bella, David Blair, Nancy Blair, Betty Blevins, John Brame, Fern Brinkley, Jacob Brown, Paul 

Clark, Billy Coles, Rancene Cook, Libbie Crabtree, LaMar Creasman, Ann Davis, Jackie Davis, 

Thomas Dellinger, Mike Duncan, John Farris, Craig Freas, Laura Gentry, Estelle Gille, Mike Graf, 

Edward C. Griffith III, Bert Hall, Kaye Hall, Janet Hartzog, Larry Hendley, Jackson Hering, Bill 

Hurd, Margo Hurd, Steve Jackson, Lisa Lenderman, Lorraine Little, Ken Love, Maggie McCann, 

Ann McNeill, Gus Newton, Bertie Pardue, Ryan Rigby, Stanley Sanders, Diane Shaw, Ann Self 

Sigmon, Beth Sims, Bob Skees, Linda Sloop, Carolyn Stephens, Shirley Sturdivant, Fanny 

Triplett, Mari-Claire Ucello, Marie Waddell, Robin Walsh, Delores Weaver, Bob Webber, Donna 

Webber, Kim Wyatt, Cole Younger 

Armed Forces 

Let us pray for the safety of all our troops, especially Rob Beauchaine, Matthew Cage, Alex 

Cline, Philip Cooney,  Karl Duerk, William Grant, Edward C. Griffith IV, Jacob B. Hall, Brandon 

Moore, Russ Necessary, Zach Necessary, John W. Pardue, Charlie & Lauren Pendry, Adam 

Pinkerton, Avery Smith, Philip Southwell, Mark Stone, Patrick Szvetitz, Jackson Triplett, Levi 

Walker, Jason Westmeyer, Nathan Wyatt, and all others who serve in Iraq, Afghanistan and 

throughout the world.  

Please send to the church office the addresses of troops with connections to  

office@stpaulwilkesboro.org, especially those abroad 

mailto:office@stpaulwilkesboro.org

