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Welcome to our Church 

WELCOME  

to     

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
We are delighted you are seeking God in this special place. We want you to know 
that wherever you are on the journey of faith, you are welcome to ask your ques-
tions here. 

Services are available: Recent services are available on our website: 
https://stpaulwilkesboro.org 

Newsletters: Sign-up today to receive our electronic newsletter. Email the church 
office at office@stpaulwilkesboro.org to have your name added. 

We extend a special thanks today to all that have been so generous with their time 
and talents in making this service possible. 

  

 

 

200 W. Cowles St., P. O. Box 95, Wilkesboro, NC  28697 
336-667-4231 

www.stpaulwilkesboro.org 
E-mail: office@stpaulwilkesboro.org 

Pastoral Emergency Line: 336-482-6800 
 

https://stpaulwilkesboro.org
mailto:office@stpaulwilkesboro.org
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The Gathering 
 
 

Prelude    

Prelude in C Major        J.S. Bach
                                                               

 

Welcome and Announcements 

    

All stand, as able.    

 

Processional Hymn #381  

Thy Strong Word Did Cleave the Darkness    Tony-y-Botel  

 

Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Collect for Purity 

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
   you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the  
   inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
   worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ out Lord. Amen.  
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Gloria S-280 (sung)     

        Glory to God in the Highest,     

        and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

     we worship you, we give you thanks, 

     we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

     have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

     receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

     Jesus Christ, 

     with the Holy Spirit, 

     in the glory of God the Father. Amen.     

    

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Celebrant  Let us pray, 

   O God, from whom all good proceeds: Grant that by your inspiration we 

   may think those things that are right, and by your merciful guiding may 

   do them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you  

   and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

All are seated. 
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Liturgy of the Word 

The First Reading                                                             Genesis 3:8-15 

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the 
evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of 
the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the 
man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in 
the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, 
“Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I 
commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be 
with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to 
the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent 
tricked me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 
cursed are you among all animals 
and among all wild creatures; 

upon your belly you shall go, 
and dust you shall eat 
all the days of your life. 

I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
and between your offspring and hers; 

  he will strike your head, 
   and you will strike his heel.” 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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The Response 
Psalm 130 

Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord; 
Lord, hear my voice; * 
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 

If you, Lord, were to note what is done amiss, * 
O Lord, who could stand? 

For there is forgiveness with you; * 
therefore you shall be feared. 

I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; * 
in his word is my hope. 

My soul waits for the Lord, 
more than watchmen for the morning, * 
more than watchmen for the morning. 

O Israel, wait for the Lord, * 
for with the Lord there is mercy; 

With him there is plenteous redemption, * 
and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 

 

 

 

The Second Reading                                           2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 

Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—“I 
believed, and so I spoke” —we also believe, and so we speak, because we 
know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and 
will bring us with you into his presence. Yes, everything is for your sake, so 
that grace, as it extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, 
to the glory of God. 

So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our 
inner nature is being renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction 
is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, because we 
look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is 
temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. 
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For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a 
building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Please stand or sit as you are most comfortable for the Gospel. 
 

Sequence Hymn #439  
What Wondrous Love  Wondrous Love  

The Gospel                     Mark 3:20-35 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.    
 

The crowd came together again, so that Jesus and his disciples could not even 
eat. When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were 
saying, “He has gone out of his mind.” And the scribes who came down from 
Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts 
out demons.” And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, 
“How can Satan cast out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that 
kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is divided against itself, that house will 
not be able to stand. And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, 
he cannot stand, but his end has come. But no one can enter a strong man’s 
house and plunder his property without first tying up the strong man; then 
indeed the house can be plundered. 

“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever 
blasphemies they utter; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can 
never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”— for they had said, 
“He has an unclean spirit.” 

Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him 
and called him. A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your 
mother and your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.” And he 
replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” And looking at those who 
sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever 
does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.” 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
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The Sermon                                                Mother Stephanie E. Parker  

A period of silence follows the sermon.  

Please stand, as able. 

 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
And was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 
 
For all the blessings of this life, 
we give thanks to You, Creator God. 
 
For families, friends, colleagues, neighbors, and strangers, 
who nurture us, that the love of God may grow within. 
 
That Your love, your Word, like a seed, 
may grow to produce in us, good fruit. 
 
For the leaders of various nations and cities, 
that they may lead with strong hearts and gentle hands and generous spirits, 
with compassion and mercy, with wisdom and grace. 
May they reflect your will guiding all their actions and decisions. 
 
For those who serve in harm’s way, 
those who live in dangerous places, 
those who live in areas of war and strife, 
those who live in fear, 
those who worry about employment, bills, food, 
and struggle just to find dignity in life. 
May your grace bring peace and safety to all people, one to another. 
 
For those who suffer from any illness or disease— 
of mind, body, or spirit. 
Restore these, and all those we carry in our hearts, to fullness of health— 
health as only you, O God, can bring. 
May your mercy shower each of us with healing mercy and love. 
 
For those who are dying, and for those who have died. 
Send forth your comforting love. 
 
Give solace to those who mourn. 
Console those who grieve. 
 
May your grace surround us 
like a mantle upon our heads, 
a shawl upon our shoulders, 
a hand, to hold our hand. 
 
Silence 
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Celebrant:  Gracious God, in your unfaltering love, sweep through our world  
   bringing needed change. May the bounty of your goodness be shared 

   more justly, that all may share in the rich blessings of your creation. 
   Give us courage for transformation in our praying and living, so that 
   we may act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with you all the  

   days of our lives. Amen. 

 

 

 

Confession of Sin 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

People  Most merciful God, 
   we confess that we have sinned against you 
   in thought, word, and deed,  
   by what we have done,  
   and by what we have left undone. 
   We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
   we have nor loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
   We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
   For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
   have mercy on us and forgive us; 
   that we may delight in your will,  
   and walk in your ways, 
   to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins   
   through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and  
   by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.  
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The Peace 

“The Peace” is a Christian tradition deriving its roots from Jesus himself  

who greeted people saying, “Peace be with you.” “The Peace” may feel 

awkward if you are new or an introvert or trying not to be noticed. We take this 

portion of our worship seriously as we live in a deeply divided world full of 

violence. These actions in God’s house model what we are called to do in the 

world.  

Peace be with you. 

Celebrant      The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

 

 

 

The Holy Communion  

Offertory         

Be Thou My Vision            arr. Young 
             

Celebrant           The Lord be with you.  
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Proper Preface said here. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels with all 

the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 

your Name: 
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Sanctus: S-129  
 

Remain standing or kneel here for prayer of consecration.  

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 

known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 

spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 

Son. For in these last days you sent Him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to 

be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, 

and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 

into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 

eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 

it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory;  
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And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they 

may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, 

being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in 

subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all 

your  saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 

and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 

glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray  

  Our father in heaven, 

  hallowed be your Name, 

  your kingdom come, 

  your will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread. 

  Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those 

  who sin against us. 

  Save us from the time of trial, 

  and deliver us from evil.  

  For the kingdom, the power,  

  and the glory are yours, 

  now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
 

Fraction Anthem: S154 (sung by all) 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

 Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

 therefore let us keep the feast. 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

 

A period of silence is kept. 

 

 

 

The Invitation to Communion 

Celebrant The gifts of God for the people of God... 

 

This is the table of the Lord. It is made ready for those who love him and who 
want to love him more. So come, you who have much faith and you have little, you 
who have been here often and you have not been here long, you who have tried to 

follow and you who have failed. Come, for it is the Lord who invites you. It is 
God’s will that those who want him should meet him here. 

Gluten free wafers available upon request.  

 

 

Communion Music                                                        

Dorian Chorale          Alain     
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Stand or kneel, as able. 

 

Post Communion Prayer          BCP 365 

Presider  Let us pray, 

   Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us 

   as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you 

   have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 

   Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us   

   strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and  

   singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Stand, as able. 

 

The Blessing 

Presider  May the blessing of  God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the  

   Holy Spirit be among you this day and remain with you always.  

All   AMEN! 

 

 

Recessional Hymn #623   

Oh What Their Joy and Their Glory Must Be                            O quanta qualia 
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The Dismissal 

Presider   Let us go forth rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit! 

   Alleluia! Alleluia!  

People  Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 

 

Postlude           

Toccata in F Major            Buxtehude 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving Today: 

Reader: Denise Sturdivant 
Altar Guild: Mary Lankford, Sharon Greene, & Bonnie Merritt 
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Worship Notes 
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Prayer List 

Please remember in your prayers: All who are ill or unemployed and those who 

are on our prayer list. 

Short-term  

Hilda Absher, Doug Johnson, Lorraine Little, Jen & Cliff McElroy, Becky Mul-

lins, Kris Riley, Tara Riley, Jeff Smith, Susan Whittington 

Long-term  

Jim Andrews, Ken Asel, Pam & Robert Baugh, Thomas Dellinger, Tina Duncan, 

Mary Hawkins, Cynthia Hill, Bob & Donna Webber 

Armed Forces 

Let us pray for the safety of all our troops, especially Zach Necessary, Walker 

Pardue, Philip Southwell, Mark Stone, Jason Westmeyer, and all others who 

serve in Iraq, Afghanistan and throughout the world.  

Please send to the church office the addresses of troops with connections to  

office@stpaulwilkesboro.org, especially those abroad. 

mailto:office@stpaulwilkesboro.org
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June 6—Hannah Hartzog  

June 7—James Hartzog 

June 10—Wes Martin  

June 11—Catherine Reid 

June 12—Michael Graf

 

June 6—Randall & Naomi Faw 

June 7—Daniel & Patricia Bumgarner 

June 9—Richard Shepherd & Kathleen Rouse 

June 11—Ken & Carol M. Canter 

June 12—Mike & Mary Southwell 
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St. Paul’s Vestry 

Doug Merritt                         Richard Barber              Carol Canter 

Ramona Curtis                      Beverly Cook                 Joe Fesperman, Jr. Warden               

Doug Morris                          Richard Searcy              Gwen Temple 

Mark Williams, Sr. Warden  

    

Bill Harris, Secretary 
John Harwell, Treasurer 

The Rt. Rev. José McLoughlin, Bishop of the Diocese of WNC 
The Rev. Stephanie E. Parker, I. Rector   
 rector@stpaulwilkesboro.org 
The Rev. Dn. Susan Whittington, Deacon 
The Rev. Carl Elledge, Pastoral Assistant 
Ramona Curtis, Organist  
Roosevelt Carlton, Sexton  


