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Welcome to our Church

WELCOME
to
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

We are delighted you are seeking God in this special place. We want you to know that wherever you are on
the journey of faith, you are welcome to ask your questions here.

Services are available: Recent services are available on our website: https://stpaulwilkesboro.org

Newsletters: Sign-up today to receive our weekly electronic newsletter! Email the church office at
office@stpaulwilkesboro.org to have your name added. If you would like a printed copy of the newsletter
mailed, please call the office.

We extend a special thanks today to all that have been so generous with their time and talents in making this
service possible.

200 W. Cowles St., P. O. Box 95, Wilkesboro, NC 28697
336-667-4231
www.stpaulwilkesboro.org
E-mail: office@stpaulwilkesboro.org
Pastoral Emergency Line: 336-482-6800

ONLINE GIVING QR CODE:



https://stpaulwilkesboro.org
mailto:office@stpaulwilkesboro.org

The Gathering

Prelude
Adagio religioso Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)

Welcome and Announcements

Processional Hymn #205 Good Christians, All, Rejoice and Sing
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Opening Acclamation

Presider
People

Presider

Alleluia, Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Let us pray:

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Music: William Mathias (1934-1992). Copyright © 1976 Oxford University Press.

The Collect

Presider: The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Presider: Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of
reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may
show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated.



The Liturgy of the Word

First Reading Acts 2:14a, 22-32

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, “You that are Isra-

elites, listen to what [ have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with
deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves
know— this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of
God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. But God raised him up,
having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. For
David says concerning him,
‘I saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken;
therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover my flesh will live in hope.
For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
or let your Holy One experience corruption.
You have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.

“Fellow Israelites, [ may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that
he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he
was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he
would put one of his descendants on his throne. Foreseeing this, David
spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying,

‘He was not abandoned to Hades,
nor did his flesh experience corruption.’

This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
People: Thanks be to God.



The Response Psalm 16
Conserva me, Domine

Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; *

I have said to the LORrD, "You are my Lord,
my good above all other."

All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, *
upon those who are noble among the people.

But those who run after other gods *
shall have their troubles multiplied.

Their libations of blood I will not offer, *
nor take the names of their gods upon my lips.

O Lorb, you are my portion and my cup; *
it is you who uphold my lot.

My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; *
indeed, I have a goodly heritage.

I will bless the LorD who gives me counsel; *
my heart teaches me, night after night.

I have set the LORD always before me; *
because he is at my right hand I shall not fall.

My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; *
my body also shall rest in hope.

For you will not abandon me to the grave, *
nor let your holy one see the Pit.

You will show me the path of life; *
in your presence there is fullness of joy,
and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.



Second Reading 1 Peter 1:3-9

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given
us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for
you, who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to
be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had
to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith-- being more precious than
gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire-- may be found to result in praise and glory
and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you have not seen him, you love him;
and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an inde-
scribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation
of your souls.

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
People: Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are most comfortable.



Sequence Hymn #204 Now the Green Blade Riseth
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Please stand as you are most comfortable.
The Gospel John 20:19-31

Presider: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands
and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them
again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." When he had said
this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them,
"Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails
and my hand in his side, I will not believe."

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you."
Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand
and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and
my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have come to believe."

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in
this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah,
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

Presider: The Gospel of the Lord

People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ

All are seated.

The Sermon The Rev. Stephanie E. Parker

A time of silence following the sermon.
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Presider
People

Presider
People

Presider
People

Presider

People

Presider

People

The Baptismal Covenant

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the
prayers?

I will, with God’s help.

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever
you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.

11



Presider

People

Presider

People

Presider

People

12

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good
News of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving
your neighbor as yourself?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you strive for justice and peace among all
people, and respect the dignity of every human
being?

I will, with God’s help.



Prayers of the People

Today we say Alleluia, for what was dead shall live; what was dark shall shine; what was for-
gotten shall be remembered, for the Lord is risen and walks among us. Let us with all confi-
dence bring before God the needs of all our world, asking God for renewal, saying:

He is Risen, He is Risen indeed!

God of life, in gratitude and great joy we laud you for the gifts of resurrection. Give all God’s
people hope; for love has triumphed:
He is Risen, He is Risen indeed!

In this glorious season which proclaims hope to all the world, may we commit ourselves to
work toward the unity of the human family so that wars and hunger shall be no more.
He is Risen, He is Risen indeed!

Honoring the gift of Christ’s risen body, may we rise to serve all those whom society shames
and in whom we deny the image of God, that they may feel seen and loved:
He is Risen, He is Risen indeed!

For all who have need of the gift of Easter; for all who journey from illness to health, from
despair to hope, from grief to consolation, from loneliness to love; and for all of those listed on

our Parish Prayer List.
He is Risen, He is Risen indeed!

For all who suffer and all who mourn, that today the Lord God will wipe away all tears:
He is Risen, He is Risen indeed!

May this community here gathered have the persistent faith of Mary Magdalene and the sur-
prised belief of Peter and John. May we long to be God’s sign of life in our world:
He is Risen, He is Risen indeed!

May all who have died be received at your heavenly banquet and may we be one in faith will
all of them, for our life is hid with Christ in God:
He is Risen, He is Risen indeed!

Presider. Receive these prayers, O God, and transform us through them, that we may have eyes
to see and hearts to understand not only what you do on our behalf, but what you call us to do
so that your love and justice becomes the way of all people. Amen.

13
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The Peace

+“The Peace” is a Christian tradition deriving its roots from Jesus himself
who greeted people saying, “Peace be with you.” “The Peace” may feel awkward if you are
new or an introvert or trying not to be noticed. We take this portion of our worship seriously
as we live in a deeply divided world full of violence. These actions in God’s house model
what we are called to do in the world.

Presider:  The peace of Christ be always with you.
People:  And also with you.

Presider: Invitation to the Great Thanksgiving

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

Hallelujah, Amen (from Judas Maccabeus)

G. F. Handel (1685-1759)
Hallelujah, Amen.
O Judabh, rejoice, with songs divine.

With Cherubim and Seraphim harmonious join.

Hallelujah, Amen!



The Great Thanksgiving
Please stand as you are most comfortable.  Eucharistic Prayer D, BCP page 372

Sing
Presider and People: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here
below. Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. A-men.

Presider  The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Presider  Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord

Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It 1s truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and
true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. Fountain of life and source
of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you created them to re-
joice in the splendor of your radiance.

In the multitude of your saints you have surrounded us with a great cloud of witnesses, that we
might rejoice in their fellowship, and run with endurance the race that is set before us; and to-
gether with them, receive the crown of glory that never fades away.

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the
glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to
every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing:

15
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Music: From A4 Community Mass; Richard Proulx (b. 1937). Copyright © 1971, 1977 GIA Publications, Inc.

Please remain standing or kneel here.

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and
love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in
participation with you, our Creator, we might love and serve all your creatures. When our diso-
bedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy
you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us
into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be
our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of his mother Mary, he lived as one of us, yet
without fear. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to
the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your hope for an end to violence, he gave himself up to death;
and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who lived and rose for us, he sent
the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and

to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.
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When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his
own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of

n

me.

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death and his de-
scent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting
his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this
cup, we praise you and we bless you.

We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, Lord our God.

Presider: Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon
us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy
people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus
Christ.

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sac-
rifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Mary, with patriarchs, prophets,
apostles, and martyrs, our Patron Saint Paul, and all the saints who have found favor with you
in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord.
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Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God
and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN.

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and for ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.

Fraction Anthem

Hymn #333 Now the silence, now the peace
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Words: Jaroslav J. Vajda (b. 1919). Music: Now, Carl Flentge Schalk (b. 1929). Words and Music: Copyright © 1969, by Hope
Publishing Company Carol Stream, IL 60188. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission.
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The Invitation to Communion

Presider: The gifts of God for the people of God...
God’s holy food for God’s holy people.

This is the table of the Lord. It is made ready for those who love him and who want to love him
more. So come, you who have much faith and you have little, you who have been here
often and you have not been here long, you who have tried to follow and you who have failed.

Come, for it is the Lord who invites you.

You will now have three ways to receive communion:

In one kind--this means you receive only the bread or only the wine. Receive the bread by ex-
tending your hands, palm upward, when the presider comes to you and then leaving the rail or

crossing your hands over your chest when the chalice comes to you.

To receive the wine only, cross your hands when the bread is presented and then drink from
the chalice by gently assisting the chalice bearer by grasping the base of the chalice lightly to
help guide it to your lips.

Intinction (having the bread dipped in the wine and placed in your hand) is only done by
the presider from the intinction tray. To receive communion by intinction simply keep
your hands down by your sides as we have been doing. Then raise them to take intincted

bread between thumb and forefinger.

In two kinds--this is where you consume both the bread and the wine either by receiving the

bread and then drinking from the chalice or by Intinction.

There is no intinction by multiple individuals from the chalice.

Gluten free wafers available upon request.
21



Post Communion Prayer

Presider Let us pray,

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

When the table is set, alleluia!

When the bread is broken, alleluia!

When the hungry are fed, alleluia!

When peace is celebrated, alleluia!

When communities are brought together, alleluia!
When neighbors love one other, alleluia!

When the stone is rolled away and the tomb is empty, alleluia!

And may the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon this
day and remain with you always. Amen.
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Recessional Hymn #460 Alleluia, Sing to Jesus

(stanzas 1-2 and 5)
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2 prom - ise, “I am with you ev - er - more”?
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5 na - tion hath re - deemed us by his blood.
-
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Words: William Chatterton

Dix (1837-1898). Music: Hyfryvdol, Rowland Hugh Prichard (1811-1887).



The Dismissal

Presider:  Let us go forth rejoicing in the name of the risen Christ!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
People:  Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude

Fantasy on “Hyfrydol” Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
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PRAYER LIST

Please remember in your prayers: All who are ill or unemployed and those who are on our
prayer list.

Short-term
Ray Jameson, Rick Morat, Kim Tetzlaff, Doug Merritt, Shannon Ryan, Jamie Tate

Long-term
Michael Morrison, Cade Gibbs, Ray Call, Steve Jackson, Ken Asel, Shane Jenkins, Kaye Hall,

Dot Beamon, Da’Shon Horton, Rose Andrews

Armed Forces

Let us pray for the safety of all our troops, especially John Craine, Micha Duerk,

Faith Lankford, Cole Griffith, Zach Necessary, Jason Westmeyer, and all others who serve
throughout the world.

Prayer requests can be submitted through the prayer
request form by scanning the QR code below, or by contacting the office.
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April 15th—Reba Whittington
$ April 15th—Joan Bumgarner
April 17th—Sheree Sloop
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No Anniversaries.
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Serving Today

Altar Guild: Laurie Love, Reba Whittington, Kendall Forester
Reader: Dick Sloop
Acolytes: Robin Shumate, Matthew Minick
Usher: Ron Myers
Bread Bakers: Mark Williams & Ben Staley

Streaming Ministry: Rachel Minick, Gerry Peabody
Vestry Lock-Up for April: Diane Peabody
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The Rt. Rev José McLoughlin
Bishop of the Diocese of Western North Carolina

St. Paul’s Vestry 2026
Jeff Beard
Jim Burch, Jr. Warden
Chuck Forester
Scott Jessee, Sr. Warden
Tana Myers

Diane Peabody

Bill Harris, Secretary
Linda Schneider, Treasurer
The Rev. Stephanie E. Parker, Rector
rector@stpaulwilkesboro.org
Russell Stinson, Director of Music
Penny Farmer, Finance Administrator
Robyn Setzer, Parish Administrator
office@stpaulwilkesboro.org
Dean Carlton, Sexton
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