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Welcome to our Church 

WELCOME BACK! 

to     

St. Paul’s Virtual Episcopal Church 
We are delighted you are seeking God in this special place. We want you to know 
that wherever you are on the journey of faith, you are welcome to ask your ques-
tions here. 

Services are available: Recent services are available on our website: 
https://stpaulwilkesboro.org 

Newsletters: Sign-up today to receive our electronic newsletter. Email the church 
office at office@stpaulwilkesboro.org to have your name added. 

We extend a special thanks today to all that have been so generous with their time 
and talents in making this service possible. 

  

 

 

200 W. Cowles St., P. O. Box 95, Wilkesboro, NC  28697 
336-667-4231 

www.stpaulwilkesboro.org 
E-mail: office@stpaulwilkesboro.org 

Pastoral Emergency Line: 336-482-6800 
 

https://stpaulwilkesboro.org
mailto:office@stpaulwilkesboro.org
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The Gathering 
Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements    

All stand, as able.   

                   

Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all heats re open, all desires known, and from 
   you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the  
   inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
   worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Gloria S-280 (spoken)     

        Glory to God in the Highest,     

        and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

     we worship you, we give you thanks, 

     we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

     have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

     receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

     Jesus Christ, 

     with the Holy Spirit, 

     in the glory of God the Father. Amen.     
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The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray, 

   Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery   
   established the new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who  
   have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may show forth 
   in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our 
   Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
   ever and ever. Amen.  

All are seated. 

 

 

 

Liturgy of the Word 

The First Reading                                                                  Acts 4:32-35 

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held 
in common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person 
among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the 
proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed 
to each as any had need.  
 
Reader  The word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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The Response 
Psalm 133 

Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 
when brethren live together in unity! 

It is like fine oil upon the head * 
that runs down upon the beard, 

Upon the beard of Aaron, * 
and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 

It is like the dew of Hermon * 
that falls upon the hills of Zion. 

For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: * 
life for evermore. 

 

 

 

 

The Second Reading                                                       1 John 1:1-2:2 
 

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we 
have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, 
concerning the word of life-- this life was revealed, and we have seen it and 
testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was 
revealed to us-- we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also 
may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and 
with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be 
complete. 

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 
light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship 
with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 
but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say 
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a 
liar, and his word is not in us. 
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My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and 
he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of 
the whole world. 
 

Reader:   The word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
 

♦Please stand or sit as you are most comfortable for the Gospel. 

 
 
 
 
 
The Gospel                                               John 20:19-31 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.    
 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them 
his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus 
said to them again, Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 
When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Hoy 
Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of 
any, they are retained. 
 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
 

♦All are seated. 

 

The Sermon                                                          Mother Stephanie E. Parker  

A period of silence follows the sermon. 



 7 

 

The Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
And was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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Prayers of the People  

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Silence 

Celebrant   Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth:  
     Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do 
   your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
   Amen.  
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The Peace 

“The Peace” is a Christian tradition deriving its roots from Jesus himself  

who greeted people saying, “Peace be with you.” “The Peace” may feel 

awkward if you are new or an introvert or trying not to be noticed. We take this 

portion of our worship seriously as we live in a deeply divided world full of 

violence. Maintaining social distancing, offer a verbal greeting with love  and 

share the peace that Christ brings. These actions in God’s house model what we 

are called to do in the world.  

Peace be with you. 

Celebrant      The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

 

The Holy Communion  

Offertory  

 

Eucharistic Prayer B   

Celebrant           The Lord be with you.  

People   And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People   We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to  

   give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of  heaven and earth.  

   But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection 

   of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. By his death he has destroyed  

   death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.

   Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and   

   Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing  

   this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Sanctus: 129 (spoken) 
 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
           Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
          Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Remain standing or kneel here for prayer of consecration.  

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 

known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 

spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 

Son. For in these last days you sent Him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to 

be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, 

and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 

into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 

eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 

drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory;  

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they 

may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, 

being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in 
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  subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with 

all your  saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 

Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 

glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,  

  Our father in heaven, 

  hallowed be your Name, 

  your kingdom come, 

  your will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread. 

  Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those 

  who sin against us. 

  Save us from the time of trial, 

  and deliver us from evil.  

  For the kingdom, the power,  

  and the glory are yours, 

  now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

♦A period of silence is kept. 
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The Invitation to Communion 

Celebrant The gifts of God for the people of God... 

 

This is the table of the Lord. It is made ready for those who love him and who 
want to love him more. So come, you who have much faith and you have little, you 
who have been here often and you have not been here long, you who have tried to 

follow and you who have failed. Come, for it is the Lord who invites you. It is 
God’s will that those who want him should meet him here. 

Gluten free wafers available upon request.  

Communion Music  

Instrumental 

 

Stand or kneel, as able. 

 

Post Communion Prayer          BCP 365 

Presider  Let us pray, 

   Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us 

   as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you 

   have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 

   Blood. Grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 

   gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord.  

   Amen.  

Stand, as able. 
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The Blessing 

Presider  May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us children of 

   Light through the resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon  

   you the limitless graces of God’s blessing. 

All   AMEN! 

 

 

The Dismissal 

Presider   Let us go forth rejoicing in the name of the risen Christ! 

   Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

People  Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

 

Serving Today: 

Reader: Jeri Martin 
Altar Guild: Mary & Mike Southwell 
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Prayer List 

Please remember in your prayers: All who are ill or unemployed and those who 

are on our prayer list. 

Illness 

Hilda Absher, Jim Andrews, Pam Baugh, Robert Baugh, Bella, Nancy Blair, John 

Brame, Ken Canter, Thomas Dellinger, Mike Duncan, Tina Duncan, John Farris, 

Karen    Hennig, Paula Jameson, Doug Johnson, Margo Hurd, Ken Love, Tyler 

Olender, Denver Owens, Kris Riley, Tara Riley, Jordan Samuel, Rebecca Shaw, 

Karen Shupe, Jeffery Smith, Delores Weaver, Bob Webber, Donna Webber, 

Joyce Wheeling 

Armed Forces 

Let us pray for the safety of all our troops, especially Dr. Matthew Cage, Ed-

ward Colville Griffith, Zach Necessary, Walker Pardue, Philip Southwell, Mark 

Stone, Lt. Col. Patrick Szvtitz, Jason Westmeyer, and all others who serve in 

Iraq, Afghanistan and throughout the world.  

Please send to the church office the addresses of troops with connections to  

office@stpaulwilkesboro.org, especially those abroad 

mailto:office@stpaulwilkesboro.org
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Apr 15—Reba Whittington 

Apr 15—Joan Bumgarner 

Apr 17—Bob Will 

Apr 17—Sheree Sloop 

 

Apr 1—Richard and Carol B. Canter 

Apr 3—Joe and Colleen Manolovich 

Apr 18—Denver and Kitty Owens 
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St. Paul’s Vestry 

Doug Merritt                         Richard Barber              Carol Canter 

Ramona Curtis                      Beverly Cook                 Joe Fesperman, Jr. Warden               

Doug Morris                          Richard Searcy              Gwen Temple 

Mark Williams, Sr. Warden  

    

Bill Harris, Secretary 
John Harwell, Treasurer 

The Rt. Rev. José McLoughlin, Bishop of the Diocese of WNC 
The Rev. Stephanie E. Parker, I. Rector   
 rector@stpaulwilkesboro.org 
The Rev. Dn. Susan Whittington, Deacon 
The Rev. Carl Elledge, Pastoral Assistant 
Ramona Curtis, Organist  
Roosevelt Carlton, Sexton  


