
SAINT PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

 

The Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 

July 6th, 2025 

9:30 AM in the Church 

The Rev. John Shields 



2 

 

Welcome to our Church 

WELCOME  

to     

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
 

We are delighted you are seeking God in this special place. We want you to know that wher-

ever you are on the journey of faith, you are welcome to ask your questions here. 

 

Services are available: Recent services are available on our website: https://

stpaulwilkesboro.org 

 

Newsletters: Sign-up today to receive our weekly electronic newsletter! Email the church of-

fice at office@stpaulwilkesboro.org to have your name added. If you would like a printed copy 

of the newsletter mailed, please call the office. 

 

We extend a special thanks today to all that have been so generous with their time and talents 

in making this service possible. 

 

200 W. Cowles St., P. O. Box 95, Wilkesboro, NC  28697 

336-667-4231 

www.stpaulwilkesboro.org 

E-mail: office@stpaulwilkesboro.org 

Pastoral Emergency Line: 336-482-6800 

 

ONLINE GIVING QR CODE: 

 
 

 

 

 

https://stpaulwilkesboro.org
https://stpaulwilkesboro.org
mailto:office@stpaulwilkesboro.org
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The Gathering  

Prelude 

Prelude and Fugue in G Minor                                     attr. J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

                          

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Processional Hymn #321 My God, Thy Table is Now Spread 
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Opening Acclamation     

Presider  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit  

People   And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Presider  Let us pray: 

    Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 

    no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 

    your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify  

    your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 

Gloria S--280 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

You take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father, 

Amen. 
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The Collect 

Presider: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Presider: Let us pray. 

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our neighbor: 

Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart, 

and united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

Please be seated 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading                                 2 Kings 5:1-14 

Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and in high fa-

vor with his master, because by him the Lord had given victory to Aram. The man, 

though a mighty warrior, suffered from leprosy. Now the Arameans on one of their 

raids had taken a young girl captive from the land of Israel, and she served Naaman's 

wife. She said to her mistress, "If only my lord were with the prophet who is in Samar-

ia! He would cure him of his leprosy." So Naaman went in and told his lord just what 

the girl from the land of Israel had said. And the king of Aram said, "Go then, and I will 

send along a letter to the king of Israel." 

He went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and ten sets 

of garments. He brought the letter to the king of Israel, which read, "When this letter 

reaches you, know that I have sent to you my servant Naaman, that you may cure him 

of his leprosy." When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, "Am 

I God, to give death or life, that this man sends word to me to cure a man of his lepro-

sy? Just look and see how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me." 

But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he 

sent a message to the king, "Why have you torn your clothes? Let him come to me, that 

he may learn that there is a prophet in Israel." So Naaman came with his horses and 

chariots, and halted at the entrance of Elisha's house. Elisha sent a messenger to him, 

saying, "Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored and you 

shall be clean." But Naaman became angry and went away, saying, "I thought that for 

me he would surely come out, and stand and call on the name of the Lord his God, and 

would wave his hand over the spot, and cure the leprosy! Are not Abana and Pharpar, 

the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them, 

and be clean?" He turned and went away in a rage. But his servants approached and said 

to him, "Father, if the prophet had commanded you to do something difficult, would 

you not have done it? How much more, when all he said to you was, `Wash, and be 

clean'?" So he went down and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, according to 

the word of the man of God; his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young boy, and he 

was clean. 

Reader:     Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People. 

People:     Thanks be to God. 
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The Response                                                  Psalm 30 

Exaltabo te, Domine 

I will exalt you, O Lord, 
because you have lifted me up * 
and have not let my enemies triumph over me. 

O Lord my God, I cried out to you, * 
and you restored me to health. 

You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead; * 
you restored my life as I was going down to the grave. 

Sing to the Lord, you servants of his; * 
give thanks for the remembrance of his holiness. 

For his wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye, * 
his favor for a lifetime. 

Weeping may spend the night, * 
but joy comes in the morning. 

While I felt secure, I said, 
"I shall never be disturbed. * 
You, Lord, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains." 

Then you hid your face, * 
and I was filled with fear. 

I cried to you, O Lord; * 
I pleaded with the Lord, saying, 

"What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the Pit? * 
will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness? 

Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me; * 
O Lord, be my helper." 

You have turned my wailing into dancing; * 
you have put off my sack-cloth and clothed me with joy. 

Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; * 
O Lord my God, I will give you thanks for ever. 
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Second Reading               Galatians 6:(1-6) 7-16 

[My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have received the Spirit 

should restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness. Take care that you yourselves are not 

tempted. Bear one another's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 

For if those who are nothing think they are something, they deceive themselves. All must 

test their own work; then that work, rather than their neighbor's work, will become a 

cause for pride. For all must carry their own loads. 

Those who are taught the word must share in all good things with their teacher.] 

Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. If you sow to 

your own flesh, you will reap corruption from the flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, you 

will reap eternal life from the Spirit. So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for 

we will reap at harvest-time, if we do not give up. So then, whenever we have an oppor-

tunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for those of the family of faith. 

See what large letters I make when I am writing in my own hand! It is those who want to 

make a good showing in the flesh that try to compel you to be circumcised-- only that they 

may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. Even the circumcised do not themselves obey 

the law, but they want you to be circumcised so that they may boast about your flesh. May I 

never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has 

been crucified to me, and I to the world. For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is any-

thing; but a new creation is everything! As for those who will follow this rule-- peace be upon 

them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God. 

 

Reader:     Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People. 

All:           Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand as you are most comfortable 

Sequence Hymn #498 Beneath the Cross of Jesus 
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The Gospel                      Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

Presider: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 
The Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every town 

and place where he himself intended to go. He said to them, "The harvest is plentiful, but 

the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 

harvest. Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. 

Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. Whatever house you 

enter, first say, `Peace to this house!' And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your 

peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you. Remain in the same house, 

eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not 

move about from house to house. Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome 

you, eat what is set before you; cure the sick who are there, and say to them, `The king-

dom of God has come near to you.' But whenever you enter a town and they do not wel-

come you, go out into its streets and say, `Even the dust of your town that clings to our 

feet, we wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come 

near.' 

"Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and whoever 

rejects me rejects the one who sent me." 

The seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, in your name even the demons submit to us!" 

He said to them, "I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. See, I have given 

you authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and noth-

ing will hurt you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice 

that your names are written in heaven." 

Presider: The Gospel of the Lord 

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 

All are seated 

 

The Sermon                                The Rev. John Shields 

A time of silence following the sermon. 
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The Nicene Creed  
 We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father 

through Him all things were made. 

 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

And was made man. 

  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. 

who has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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 Prayers of the People 

Bound together in Christ in the communion of the Holy Spirit, we pray with one heart and 

mind to our God, saying: 

Holy Spirit, you renew the face of the Earth. 

 

We pray that the love that flows endlessly between the Father and the Son in the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit may renew and deepen the lives of all who follow Jesus and draw the human 

family all together into your eternal dance; 

Holy Spirit, you renew the face of the Earth. 

 

We pray for the leaders of the Church, and for the leaders of nations, that we, with them, may 

discern the ways to overcome divisions and mistrust, that all may reflect your unity in every 

aspect of our common lives. 

Holy Spirit, you renew the face of the Earth. 

 

We pray that your Abundant Life, seen clearly in the life of Jesus, may endure and flourish as 

the Holy Spirit enlightens us to a greater understanding of you, ourselves, and all others with 

whom we share our planet. 

Holy Spirit, you renew the face of the Earth. 

 

We pray for our families, our communal life and our wider communities, that they may be 

places of communion and mutual support, which builds us up and strengthens us with your 

grace and truth.   

Holy Spirit, you renew the face of the Earth. 

 

We thank you for our  natural world, that you so lovingly created and reveals your glory; help 

us be wise, careful, and loving caregivers of your creation. 

Holy Spirit, you renew the face of the Earth. 
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In the power of your Spirit who joins our prayer to Christ’s eternal intercession, we pray for 

the sick, the suffering, those who have died, and all who stand in need, and healing for all the 

world we pray, 

Holy Spirit, you renew the face of the earth. 

 

In an endless outpouring of thanksgiving for your ceaseless joy, we give thanks for our hope as 

a people of God, this community of faith, and our lives together that we may always rejoice in 

the power of your love. 

Holy Spirit, you renew the face of the Earth. 

 

Presider: Gracious God, with whom Jesus taught us to live intimately, by the inner workings of 

your Spirit, help us to embrace your truth and deepen our communion with you, give us cour-

age to more and more be signs of your enduring love. This we pray through Jesus Christ, who 

lives and works with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Confession of Sin 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

God of all mercy, 

we confess that we have sinned against you, 

opposing your will in our lives. 

We have denied your goodness in each other, 

in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 

the evil we have done, 

and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 

through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

that we may abide in your love 

and serve only your will.  Amen. 

 

 Absolution 
     

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins  

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,  

and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
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The Peace 

“The Peace” is a Christian tradition deriving its roots from Jesus himself  

who greeted people saying, “Peace be with you.” “The Peace” may feel awkward if you are 

new or an introvert or trying not to be noticed. We take this portion of our worship seriously 

as we live in a deeply divided world full of violence. These actions in God’s house model 

what we are called to do in the world.  

Presider:  The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People:   And also with you. 

          

 

Presider: Invitation to the Great Thanksgiving 

 

 

 

Offertory 

 

Offertory Anthem 

The Lord Is My Shepherd (from Requiem)                            John Rutter (b.1945) 

 

 



16 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

Please stand, as able.    Eucharistic Prayer C, BCP  page 369 

 

Presider  All things come of thee, O Lord. 

People       And of thine own have we given thee. 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People        And also with you.  

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People       We lift them to the Lord.  

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People       It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

Presider It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our lord, 

for by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus Christ our 

Lord, to show forth your glory in all the world. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer C invites standing 

 
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 

Glory to you for ever and ever. 

 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, 

the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 

By your will they were created and have their being. 
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From the primal elements you  brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, 

reason, and skill.  You made us the rulers of creation.  But we turned against you, and be-

trayed your trust: and we turned against one another.  

Forgive us when we fall short of your hope for the human family. 

 

Again and again, you called us to return.  Through prophets and sages you revealed your 

righteous Law.  And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to ful-

fill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 

 

By his love, he reconciled us. 

By his wounds, we are healed. 

 

And therefore, we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and 

martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim 

with them you glory, in their unending hymn: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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Prayer C invites remaining standing 

 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and 

the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts.  Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body 

and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to 

his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the re-

membrance of me.” 

 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you:  This is 

my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.  

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

We celebrate his death and resurrection, 

as we await the day of his coming. 

 

Lord, God of our Fathers and Mothers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God of Sarah, Re-

bekah and Leah; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ; Open our eyes to see your hand at 

work in the world about us.  Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for sol-

ace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal.  Let the grace of this Ho-

ly Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world 

in his name. 

 

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the bread. 

 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, 

with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation 

to generation. AMEN. 
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The Lord’s Prayer  

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

Our Father in heaven,                                                        

hallowed be your Name,  

your kingdom come, 

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fraction Anthem 

S-169 (My Flesh is Food Indeed) 
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The Invitation to Communion 

 

Presider:  The gifts of God for the people of God… 

                         God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 

 

This is the table of the Lord. It is made ready for those who love him and who want to love him 

more. So come, you who have much faith and you have little, you who have been here 

 often and you have not been here long, you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. 

Come, for it is the Lord who invites you.  

 

You will now have three ways to receive communion: 

 

In one kind--this means you receive only the bread or only the wine. Receive the bread by ex-

tending your hands, palm upward, when the presider comes to you and then leaving the rail or 

crossing your hands over your chest when the chalice comes to you.  

 

To receive the wine only, cross your hands when the bread is presented and then drink from 

the chalice by gently assisting the chalice bearer by grasping the base of the chalice lightly to 

help guide it to your lips. 

 

Intinction (having the bread dipped in the wine and placed in your hand) is only done by 

the presider from the intinction tray. To receive communion by intinction simply keep 

your hands down by your sides as we have been doing. Then raise them to take 

intincted bread between thumb and forefinger. 

 

In two kinds--this is where you consume both the bread and the wine either by receiving the 

bread and then drinking from the chalice or by Intinction. 

 

There is no intinction by multiple individuals from the chalice.  

 

Gluten free wafers available upon request.  
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Post Communion Prayer 

 

Presider:  Let us pray, 

 

    Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us  as living 

    members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with  

    spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into           

the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 

you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Please stand or kneel as you are comfortable 

 

 

The Blessing  
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Please stand or kneel as you are comfortable. 

Recessional Hymn #441 In the Cross of Christ I Glory 
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The Dismissal 

 

Presider:     Let us go forth rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

                   Alleluia! Alleluia!  

People:      Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 

 

 

 

Postlude 
  
In the Cross of Christ I Glory                                       Bruce Neswick (b. 1956) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

**Please note that neither Mother Stephanie nor St. Paul's will ever send out an 

e-mail or text communication requesting money, gift cards, etc. If you receive 

any suspicious communications like this, please ignore and delete these commu-

nications. Contact the Parish Office at any time with questions or concerns re-

garding possible scams.**  
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PRAYER LIST 

 

Please remember in your prayers: All who are ill or unemployed and those who are on our 

prayer list. 

 

Short-term  

Patrick Zander, Thomas Reed 

 

Long-term  

Jason Williams, Shane Jenkins, Kaye Hall, Dot Beamon 

 

Armed Forces 

Let us pray for the safety of all our troops, especially John Craine, Micha Duerk,  

Faith Lankford, Cole Griffith, Zach Necessary, Jason Westmeyer, and all others who serve 

throughout the world.  

 

Prayer requests can be submitted through the prayer  

request form by scanning the QR code, or by contacting the office. 
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July 7th—William Carroll 

July 7th—Sophie Shupe 

July 8th—Anne Hannibal 

 



 27 

 

 

 

July 8th—Richard & Angela Searcy 



28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rt. Rev José McLoughlin 

Bishop of the Diocese of Western North Carolina 

St. Paul’s Vestry 2025 

Jeff Beard 

Chuck Forester, Jr. Warden 

Ruth Harris 

Julie Koch 

Scott Jessee, Sr. Warden 

Tana Myers 

Diane Peabody 
                                                      _______________ 

Bill Harris, Secretary 

Drew Mayberry Treasurer 

The Rev. Stephanie E. Parker, Rector   

 rector@stpaulwilkesboro.org 

Russell Stinson, Director of Music  

Roosevelt Carlton, Sexton  

Penny Farmer, Finance Administrator 

Robyn Setzer, Parish Administrator 

Serving Today 

Altar Guild: Sharon Greene, Bonnie Merritt 

Reader: Maggie McCann 

Acolytes: David Shupe, Robin Shumate 

Usher: Bob Houghton 
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