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Welcome to our Church 

WELCOME  

to     

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

 

We are delighted you are seeking God in this special place. We want you to know that wher-

ever you are on the journey of faith, you are welcome to ask your questions here. 

Services are available: Recent services are available on our website: 

      https://stpaulwilkesboro.org 

Newsletters: Sign-up today to receive our electronic newsletter. Email the church office at 

 office@stpaulwilkesboro.org to have your name added. If you would like a printed copy of the 

newsletter mailed, please call the office. 

 

We extend a special thanks today to all that have been so generous with their time and talents 

in making this service possible. 

200 W. Cowles St., P. O. Box 95, Wilkesboro, NC  28697 

336-667-4231 

www.stpaulwilkesboro.org 

E-mail: office@stpaulwilkesboro.org 

Pastoral Emergency Line: 336-482-6800 

 

ONLINE GIVING QR CODE: 

 
 

 

MASKS are optional. We 

do ask nonvaccinated 

persons to wear their 

masks 

https://stpaulwilkesboro.org
mailto:office@stpaulwilkesboro.org
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The Gathering  

Prelude 

Air (from Water Music)                                 G.F. Handel (1685-1759) 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Please stand as you are most comfortable 

 

PROCESSIONAL  HYMN #381 (stanzas 1 and 4) 

Thy Strong Word did Cleave the Darkness 
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Opening Acclamation  

Presider  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit  

People   And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Presider  Let us pray: 

  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you   
  no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the  inspiration of   
  your Holy  Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify    
  your holy Name;  through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn of Praise                                           Canticle 13, Benedictus es, Domine 

(Spoken) 

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; 

you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 

Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; 

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

 

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; 

on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 

Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; 

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

 

Glory to you, beholding the depths; 

in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 

Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
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The Collect 

 

Please remain standing a you are most comfortable 

 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Let us pray. 

 

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to 

all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may perceive the  

glory of his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

Liturgy of the Word 

 

Please be seated 

 

First Reading                      Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

                                                    
 
 
 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 

The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Get up, go to Nineveh, 

that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” So Jonah set out and 

went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceeding-

ly large city, a three days' walk across. Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's 

walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” And the 

people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and 

small, put on sackcloth. 

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his 

mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do 

it. 
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The Response                      Psalm 62:6-14 

Nonne Deo? 

 

For God alone my soul in silence waits; * 
truly, my hope is in him. 

He alone is my rock and my salvation, * 
my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken. 

In God is my safety and my honor; * 
God is my strong rock and my refuge. 

Put your trust in him always, O people, * 
pour out your hearts before him, for God is our refuge. 

Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath, * 
even those of low estate cannot be trusted. 

On the scales they are lighter than a breath, * 
all of them together. 

Put no trust in extortion; 
in robbery take no empty pride; * 
though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 

God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, * 
that power belongs to God. 

Steadfast love is yours, O Lord, * 
for you repay everyone according to his deeds. 

 
 
 
 

The Second Reading                                                     1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

 

I mean, brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even 

those who have wives be as though they had none, and those who mourn as though they 

were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those 

who buy as though they had no possessions, and those who deal with the world as though 

they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 

 

 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand as you are most comfortable 

Sequence Hymn #660 

O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee 
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Please stand as you are most comfortable 
 
 

The Gospel                                                                          Mark 1:14-20
                                                                                                            
                 

Presider   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Mark 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ 

 

 
 

Presider  The Gospel of the Lord 

People   Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 

 

All are seated 

 

 

 

The Sermon                  The Rev. Stephanie E. Parker 
 
A time silence following the sermon. 

After John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and  

saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in 

the good news.” 

 

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew cast-

ing a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me 

and I will make you fish for people.” And immediately they left their nets and followed 

him. As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, 

who were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he called them; and they left 

their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 
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The Renewal of Baptismal Vows 

Please stand as you are most comfortable 

 
Presider: Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus  
   Christ? 
People: I do. 
    
Presider: Do you believe in God the Father? 
People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Presider: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People : I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
        He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
            and born of the Virgin Mary. 
        He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
            was crucified, died, and was buried. 
        He descended to the dead. 
        On the third day he rose again. 
        He ascended into heaven, 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
        He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
    
Presider: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
        the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
    
Presider: Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread,    and in the prayers? 
People: I will, with God's help. 
    
Presider: Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and  
   return to the Lord? 
People: I will, with God's help. 
    
Presider: Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People: I will, with God's help. 
    
Presider: Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People: I will, with God's help. 
 
Presider: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 
   every human being? 
People : I will, with God's help. 
 
Presider: May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new 
   birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, 
   keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.  
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Prayers of the People 
 

Leader          Let us rejoice in the Epiphany of Christ 

in the revelation of God,  as love 

in the Wonder of the light of the word  

Leader O Prince of Peace,  

People Shine in us today.  

Leader Let us rejoice that God is with us,  

a hidden silent presence,  

transforming to gold the leaden rock of earth.  

Leader  O Emmanuel,  

People Shine in us today.  

Leader Let us rejoice that the best name of God is Love,  

a Love that draws us like a magnet, 

that nothing can defeat, neither evil nor pain nor death.  

Leader O Wonderful Counselor,  

People Shine in us today.  

Leader Let us rejoice in God revealed to us as a baby,  

whose weakness is stronger than our brittle pride,  

whose light shines clearer than our willful blindness.  

Leader O Word made flesh,  

People Shine in us today.  

Leader Let us rejoice that God has given us one another,  

that we might learn to bear the demands of love.  

Leader O Wonderful counselor, 

People Shine in us today.  

Leader  Let us pray that we have courage to change our lives so that as nations and as  

  individuals we feed the hungry, give dignity to the poor, let the oppressed go    

free, and welcome the stranger.  

Leader O living Christ, 

People Shine in us today.  

Leader Let us pray for those in authority among us,  

that they may work for justice and serve the common good. 

Leader O King of Peace,  
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People Shine in us today.  

Leader Let us pray for the peacemakers of the world,  

and all who through their vision and struggle 

seek to make us a unified human family.  

Leader O Son of Man,  

People Shine in us today.  

Leader Let us remember the lonely and anxious among us,  

the elderly, the unsheltered and the starving,  

the foolish and the despairing,  

the sick at heart and those in pain,  

the dying and those who mourn,  

and those who hearts are hardened against the love of God.  

Leader O Lord of love,  

People Shine in us today.  

Leader We pray for our sick in heart, body, or soul. 

Leader  O God of healing,  

People Shine in us today.  

Leader We  pray for those who have died and those who grieve. 

Leader O God of Resurrection,  

People Shine in us today.  

Leader We share our joy and thanksgivings. 

Leader O Lord of the Dance,  

People Shine in us today.  

 

Presider Dear God, our Creator, beloved Companion and Guide upon the Way, Eternal 

Spirit within us and beyond us: May we honor your name by living lives of 

costly giving love; let us take action in creating justice and peace among the 

peoples of the world for the whole world is yours, and you invite us to be part-

ners in the work of your creating.  

Amen. 

So be it.  
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Confession of Sin 
 

Please stand or kneel as you are most comfortable      
            
Presider       God has promised forgiveness 

                    as a gift of freedom and grace. 

                    Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Moment of silence observed. 

   God of all mercy,  

   we confess that we have sinned against you,  

   opposing your will in our lives.  

   We have denied your goodness in each other,  

   in ourselves, and in the world you have created.  

   We repent of the evil that enslaves us,  

   the evil we have done,  

   and the evil done on our behalf.  

   Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 

   through our Savior Jesus Christ,  

   that we may abide in your love 

   and serve only your will. Amen.   

Absolution 
     
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins  
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,  
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
 

The Peace 

“The Peace” is a Christian tradition deriving its roots from Jesus himself  
who greeted people saying, “Peace be with you.” “The Peace” may feel awkward if you 
are new or an introvert or trying not to be noticed. We take this portion of our worship 
seriously as we live in a deeply divided world full of violence. These actions in God’s 

house model what we are called to do in the world.  

 

Presider  The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People     And also with you. 



 13 

 

 

Offertory 
 

Offertory Anthem  
Awake, My Heart                                    Jane Marshall (1924-2019) 
 
Awake, my heart, and render, 

To God thy sure defender, 

Thy maker, thy preserver, 

A song of love and fervor. 

 

Confirm my deeds and guide me: 

My day, with thee beside me, 

Beginning, middle, ending, 

Will all be upward tending. 

 

My heart shall be thy dwelling, 

With joy and gladness swelling; 

Thy word my nurture giv'n 

To bring me on toward heaven. 

 

(words by the seventeenth-century Lutheran pastor Paulus Gerhardt) 

 
 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Please stand as you are able                        Eucharistic Prayer B 
 
Presider All things come of thee, O Lord 
People  And of thine own have we given thee 
 
Presider  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord  
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise.    
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Presider It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

   you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

 

Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine  

in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest 

 

Please remain standing or kneel as you are able 

Presider continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the  

prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 

sent him to be incarnate from  his Mother Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you 

have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  

 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me.” 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  

 

  We remember his death,  

  We proclaim his resurrection,  

  We await his coming in glory;   
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And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;  presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine.  
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sac-
rament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of time, reconcile all peoples to your grace and love, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where with our Patron, Paul, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage 
of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all  creation, the 
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

Fraction 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

Fraction   

   Alleluia. 

   Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  

   Therefore let us keep the feast. 

   Alleluia. 
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The Invitation to Communion 

 

Presider:  The gifts of God for the people of God.  

People:             God’s holy food for God’s holy people 

 

Presider  The gifts of God for the people of God... 

This is the table of the Lord. It is made ready for those who love him and who want to love 

him more. So come, you who have much faith and you have little, you who have been here 

often and you have not been here long, you who have tried to follow and you who have 

failed. Come, for it is the Lord who invites you.  

 

You will now have three ways to receive communion: 

 

In one kind--this means you receive only the bread or only the wine. Receive the bread by 

extending your hands, palm upward, when the presider comes to you and then leaving the 

rail or crossing your hands over your chest when the chalice comes to you.  

To receive the wine only, cross your hands when the bread is presented and then drink 

from the chalice by gently assisting the chalice bearer by grasping the base of the chalice 

lightly to help guide it to your lips. 

 

Intinction (having the bread dipped in the wine and placed in your hand) is only done 

by the presider from the intinction tray. To receive communion by intinction simply 

keep your hands down by your sides as we have been doing. 

 

In two kinds--this is where you consume both the bread and the wine either by receiving 

the bread and then drinking from the chalice or by Intinction. 

 

There is no intinction by multiple individuals from the chalice.  

Gluten free wafers available upon request.  

 
 
 

 
Communion Music 
Gymnopedie                             Erik Satie (1866-1925) 
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Post Communion Prayer 
 
Please stand or kneel as you are most comfortable 
 
Presider  Let us pray, 

    Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us  as living 
    members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with  
    spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into     
    the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve  
    you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
     

The Blessing  
 
Recessional Hymn #550 

Jesus Calls Us; O’er the Tumult 
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The Dismissal 
 

Presider Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

 Alleluia! Alleluia!  

People Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 

Postlude 

Prelude and Fugue in C Major                                        J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

January 21-Rosamond Racy 

January 22-Ruth Harris 

January 24-Jeanne Loflin 

January 24-Andrew Scroggs 

January 24-Laura Gentry 

January 25-Rebecca Caudill 

January 26-John Willardson 

January 25-Michael & Elizabeth Graf 

January 25-Patrick Zander & Teri Canter 
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PRAYER LIST 

 

Please remember in your prayers: All who are ill or unemployed and those who are on our 

prayer list. 

 

Short-term  

Carl Elledge, Liz Broyhill, Bill Hurd, Bev Cook 

 

Long-term  

Dennis Johnson, Jacqui Quick, Craig Freas, Emily Asel, Hannah Gray, Mary Iva Gray, Don 

Dorsten, Aletha Johnson,  Hannah Johnson, Mike Orlando, Steve Jackson, Ryan Marlow,  

Dot Beamon, Ken Asel, Julius Parks & Family 

 

Armed Forces 

Let us pray for the safety of all our troops, especially John Craine, Micha Duerk, Faith 

Lankford, Cole Griffith, Zach Necessary, Jason Westmeyer, and all others who serve 

throughout the world.  

Please send the addresses of troops with connections to St Paul’s to the church office  

office@stpaulwilkesboro.org, especially those abroad. 

 

Prayer requests can be submitted through the prayer  

request form by scanning the QR code, or by contacting the office   

 

Serving Today 

Altar Guild:  Mike & Mary Southwell 

Reader: Mary Southwell 

Acolytes:  Drew Mayberry & David Shupe 

Usher: Bob Houghton 

mailto:office@stpaulwilkesboro.org
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The Rt. Rev José McLoughlin 
Bishop of Western North Carolina 

St. Paul’s Vestry 

         2023/2024                           2024/2025    2025/2026 

       Richard Barber         Carol Canter       Doug Merritt, Jr. Warden 

       Beverly Cook           Joe Fesperman, Sr. Warden    Ruth Harris                

       Richard Searcy         Gwen Temple       Julie Koch 

 Bill Harris, Secretary 

Drew Mayberry Treasurer 

 

The Rev. Stephanie E. Parker, Rector   

 rector@stpaulwilkesboro.org 

Russell Stinson, Director of Music  

Roosevelt Carlton, Sexton  

Penny Farmer, Finance Adminstrator 

Becky Minton, Parish Administrator 


