
 

EOC, Inc. Quarterly Newsletter 
Dates to Remember! 

 September 8th-

Deadline to Register for 

October 7th SAT Test 

 September 22nd-

Deadline to Register for 

October 22nd ACT Test 

 October 1st- FAFSA 

Applications Open 

 October 5th-Deadline 

for November 4th SAT 

Test 

Letter from the Director: 

 It is with great pleasure that I introduce the Educational 
Opportunity Centers, Inc. quarterly newsletter. This newsletter will 
give us a chance to highlight the amazing work that we are doing in 
our communities. I am so proud to be a part of this wonderful 
agency that administers two TRIO programs: Educational Oppor-
tunity Centers (EOC) and Educational Talent Search (ETS). 
  
Through these two TRIO programs, EOC, Inc. directly helps 3,233 
individuals each year and presents informational workshops to an-
other 2,000. As I write that number, I cannot help but feel amazed 
that our staff makes such an impact in the eleven counties that we 
serve and our five ETS target school districts. 
  
Since 1980, EOC, Inc. has been providing helping individuals ad-
vance their education and in doing so improving their lives.  Look-
ing over agency records, I discovered that our little agency has 
helped over 50,000 people with enrolling in post-secondary 
schooling-that is a lot of FAFSAs! 
  
Are you interested volunteering with EOC? There are many oppor-
tunities for you to help tutoring, career mentoring, chaperoning a 
field trip, and even helping to put together our ETS welcome pack-
ets. Please feel free to call (570) 331-6755 or 
email carolyn@eocinc.org for more information. 

      Sincerely, 
       Carolyn Quinn 
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Q: What is the FAFSA and how can I use it? 

A: The FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) is the application you must submit in 

order to register for Federal Student Aid. 

Q: Where do I go to fill out the FAFSA? 

A: You can complete it online at fafsa.gov and click on “Start a New FAFSA” on the homepage. 

Q: Is the FAFSA something you have to fill out every school year? 

A: Yes. Your eligibility for how much financial aid you can receive may vary from year to year 

so you must submit a FAFSA form every year so the amount you’re given will be in line with 

your financial situation.  

Q: How can I complete my FAFSA and if I (or my parent) have not filled out the previous year’s 

taxes? 

A: The FAFSA website includes an Income Estimator to help gauge how much financial aid you 

may be eligible for based on your estimated income. 

Q: I’m a parent filling out the FAFSA for my child. Should I create their FSA ID? 

A: No. Your child should create their own FSA ID. Your FSA ID has the same legal status as a 

written signature so your child should always be present if their ID is being used.  

“EOC has allowed me to serve those who like myself when I was in TRIO, that 
have a dream to pursue postsecondary education.“-Angeline Abraham  

Introducing Angeline and EOC! 

FAFSA & FSA ID FAQs: 

As a two-time TRiO alum-

nus, I cannot think of any 

better way to give back to 

the TRiO community than 

by working for one of its eight programs-

Educational Opportunity Centers!  EOC has al-

lowed me to serve those who like myself when I 

was in TRiO, that have a dream to pursue post-

secondary education.  Whether it be a four-year 

institution or a certificate program and anything 

in between, I am excited to help adults navigate 

through the enrollment process and get them 

one step closer into school.  As Academic Spe-

cialists we have the ability to connect our clients 

to educational resources and it because of EOC 

we are granted that opportunity. 

 

I am excited for EOC as we continue to expand 

and provide additional services.  Our staff are 

able to advocate for adults on a platform that 

helps them pursue their educational dreams and 

achieve their career goals.  For many adults our 

EOC program is the first step towards the path to 

higher education.  Follow us to EOC and find 

YOUR path. 

Never pay to complete the FAFSA! 
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FAFSA Registration Starts 
October 1st!  

Remember to start making 

steps towards filling out your 

FAFSA. Registration for the 

FAFSA for the 2017-18 school 

year starts October 1st. This 

new option is offering you as 

much time as you need to 

make sure you fill out the FAF-

SA as accurately as possible. 

But don’t wait until the last 

minute to file your FAFSA! The 

sooner your FAFSA is sub-

mitted, the more likely it is that 

your financial aid package will 

cover necessary expenses. 

Submitting it early will also 

allow you to correct any mis-

takes or make revisions.  

As always, we at EOC are here 

to help you fill out your FAFSA 

for free!  Contact us for assis-

tance with filing out the forms 

or if you have any questions. 

Our office prides itself on its 

ability to help others & FAFSA 

assistance is just one of the 

ways we can help! 

Introducing Pam and the ETS Program! 

It is a very exciting time to be a member of the Educational Talent 
Search program.  During the summer we had approximately 40 stu-
dents complete our TRIO Summer Scholars Program at one of the local 
colleges.  This one credit course is transferable when the student be-
gins college. Additionally, we are completing our second round  of SAT 
prep for students in our target schools. Many thanks to Lackawanna 
College in Hazleton, Lackawanna County Career Link and Mt. Zion 
Church in Wilkes Barre for providing space for these classes. 
  
During September, we will be recruiting 7th graders in  the Wilkes 
Barre School District, Scranton School District, Hazleton Area, Hanover 
Area and Shenandoah Valley as well as presenting introduction work-
shops in the targeted schools for students already enrolled in  Talent 
Search.   In October, Talent Search will be hosting a Leadership work-
shop during the school day for all of our 7th and 8th grade students.  
  
The dedicated Talent Search staff is looking forward to the upcoming 

school year.  Please contact us if we can be of assistance. 

      -Pam Kahn 
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ETS Students Gather Around Leo the Lion on our King’s College Field Trip! 

A message to our 7th & 8th 

Grade ETS students: 

October 24th & 25th EOC is 

hosting a special Leadership 

Program called Paradigm 

Shift. See your ETS Counse-

lor for a parent permission 

slip!  



This past July, EOC , along with other partner agencies like Lackawanna Chil-

dren & Youth, EOTC, WRC, Catherine McAuley Center, UNC, and Project Elect  

sponsored the first Stand Up and Speak Out! event at the EOTC 7th Avenue 

Center. The event, which highlighted teen parents, encouraged teenagers to 

discuss their parenting struggles with other teen parents and other attendees. 

During our roundtable discussion, we asked the parents questions like “What 

parenting strategies worked for you” and “What assistance or advice could you 

have used?” The parents candidly spoke about troubles they encountered 

while raising their children and suggested ways to prevent or mitigate similar 

issues from arising. The most prevalent suggestion by the young parents was 

encouraging other teen parents & former teen parents to offer emotional sup-

port to other parents who feel lost or alone. The event offered an outlet for 

teen parents to address an issue that is commonly pushed to the back 

burner, making it a productive and informative afternoon for all in-

volved.   

Teen Parents Stand Up and Speak Out!  

Educational Opportunity Center  

The Educational Opportunity Center 

is here to work with you! We want 

to help you further your education-

al, career, and life goals. We provide 

FREE services to assist adults and 

high school students including help 

with the FAFSA, PHEAA, and any and 

all college admission forms! 

 

Our mission is to provide excellent 

academic and educational services 

to those individuals in our target 

counties and  target schools that 

wish to advance their education.  

Educational Opportunity Center  

Main Office:  

107 Gateway Shopping Center, 

Edwardsville, PA,  18704 

Phone: 570-331-6755 

 

Lackawanna County Office:  

431 N. 7th Ave, Scranton, PA, 18503 

Phone:  570-496-0296 

 

Hazleton Office:  

8 West Broad St.  Suite  728,  

Hazleton, PA, 18201 

Phone: 570-454-6161 

  @EOCincPA 

  @eocinc 

@eocincpa 

50yearsofimpactwithtrio.wordpress.com 


