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Implementing IB programmes with local context (national curriculum)

WORKSHOP OVERVIEW
A well designed curriculum is crucial for bringing relevance, authenticity 

and connection to learners. Understanding how knowledge is structured in 
turn improves teaching and learning and our ability to meet student 

learning goals. 



A well designed curriculum is crucial for bringing relevance, authenticity and 

connection to learners. 

This session explores 

● How to unpack national curriculum using a conceptual lens engage to a higher 

level of thinking, motivation and differentiation for students. 

● Understanding how knowledge is structured in turn improves teaching and 

learning and our ability to meet student learning goals. 

● The final product - a transdisciplinary learning experience that enables curriculum 

planning to go across, between and beyond subjects.
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Aha...



Warm up!



My summer 

Topics Categories Big Ideas!

Bushfires
Maps

Weather
Cooking
Driving

Cleaning
Storing

Hail

Things I can’t control 

Making the most of it

Being prepared

Circumstance

Independence

Loss & Adversity



Aha #1 
Life is transdisciplinary! 



What does the IB say?
Transdisciplinary learning in the PYP conveys learning that has relevance 
between, across and beyond subjects and transcends borders that confine them 
to connect to what is real in the world. 

On a practical level, it offers reflective questions for IB World Schools to push 
beyond traditional subject-based teaching to innovative concept-based and 
transdisciplinary approaches that bring relevance, authenticity and connection 
to student learning.

PYP Principles into Practice, Teaching and Learning p1



 Aha #2 
The trans themes 

matter!



Understanding the PYP
transdisciplinary themes

How we express ourselves

An inquiry into: 
● The ways in which we discover and 

express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, 
beliefs and values; 

● the ways in which we extend and enjoy our 
creativity;

● our appreciation of the aesthetic

https://www.merriam-webster.com/      https://www.thesaurus.com/

https://www.merriam-webster.com/
https://www.thesaurus.com/




Unpacking How we express ourselves





 Aha #3 
REAL WORLD 

MATTERS



Connected to the real world



Big ideas: 



 Aha #4 
STUDENTS CAN 

THINK 

BIG









 Aha #5 
KNOW YOUR 

CURRICULUM!











Australian Curriculum - Big Ideas
SCIENCE

Effect, cycles, growth, time, 
systems, prediction, scale, 
transformation

HEALTH/PE
Empathy, decisions, 
sources, benefits, need, 
identity, response

HASS 
Diversity, community, 
symbolism, loss, choice, 
consequence, patterns

ARTS
Uniqueness, purpose, 
response, exploration, 
diversity, intent, ethics, 
recognition, tension

YEAR 3
TECHNOLOGIES

Desire, equity, systems, 
needs, livability, ethics, 
influence, innovation, 
implications, response

ENGLISH
Contribution, interaction, 
complexity, persuasion, 
context, pattern, aesthetics,
exploration, judgement, 
impact, innovation

LANGUAGES
Expression, culture, 
experience, structure, 
relationships, meaning, 
interaction

MATHEMATICS
Connection, identity, order, 
values, rules, relationships, 
justification, sequences, 
patterns, properties



Making connections with Australian Curriculum big ideas
Who We Are Where We Are in Place 

and Time
How We Express 

Ourselves
How the World Works How We Organise 

Ourselves
Sharing the Planet

An inquiry into the nature of 
self; beliefs and values; 

personal, physical, mental, 
social and spiritual health; 

human relationships 
including families, 

communities, and cultures; 
rights and responsibilities; 

what it means to be human.

An inquiry into orientation in 
place and time; personal 

histories; homes and 
journeys; the discoveries, 

explorations and migrations 
of humankind; the 

relationships between and 
the interconnectedness of 

individuals and civilisations, 
from local and global 

perspectives.

An inquiry into the ways in 
which we discover and 
express ideas, feelings, 
nature, culture, beliefs and 
values; the ways in which we 
reflect on, extend and enjoy 
our creativity; our 
appreciation of the 
aesthetic. 

An inquiry into the natural 
world and its laws; the 
interaction between the 

natural world (physical and 
biological) and human 

societies; humans and their 
understanding of scientific 
principles; the impact of 

scientific and technological 
advances on society and on 

the environment.

An inquiry into the 
interconnectedness of  

human-made systems and 
communities; the structure 

and function of 
organisations; societal 

decision making; economic 
activities and their impact on 

humankind and the 
environment.

An inquiry into rights and 
responsibilities in the 

struggle to share finite 
resources with other people 
and with other living things; 

communities and the 
relationships within and 

between them; access to 
equal opportunities; peace 

and conflict resolution.

Technologies
Arts
HPE
HASS
English

Response
Ethics
Influence
Uniqueness
Design
Intent
Persuasion
Aesthetics
Context



Thinking like...
An ARTIST...

A DESIGNER...

A HISTORIAN…

A CITIZEN…

A RETAILER...



Aha #6 
It’s not the ‘art’ unit







The reality...



Aha #7 
SO WHAT?



Concept driven central ideas
Making sure to adhere to the rules for central ideas

Level 1- ‘What?’ State the issue- Students understand that… (put two or more of 
the big ideas from the Australian Curriculum into a sentence of relationship) 

Level 2- How or why does this matter?
Flip your level 1 statement into a ‘why’ or ‘how’ question- then answer your 
question by rewriting your statement

Level 3- ‘So what?’- Why do I need to know this? What real world big idea will be 
uncovered that will ‘stick’ with the students?

H Lynn Erickson





Aha #8 
You can’t just ignore the 

concepts!

It’s not about the topic!







Aha #9 
Less is more!



Moving from...
Unit of inquiry all pre-planned
Australian Curriculum locked in at start of unit
All planned without student input
All implemented as planned, no changes
Subjects driving the unit and assessment

Moving towards…
● Relevant
● Authentic
● Connected

 H Lynn Erickson





Connecting it all together with the ‘planning house’
#1 Life is transdisciplinary
Consider the context, age of students, 
backgrounds, prior experiences, prior 
knowledge

#2 The trans theme matters
Understand the chosen element of the theme

How might this unit connect to the lives of these 
students now and into the future?

#3 Real world matters
Why does this matter?
What real world problems do your students want 
to explore?

How we express ourselves

Our appreciation 
Value
Admire

of the aesthetic
Beauty

Response
Principles

Real world issues
Me-
Local-
National-
Global-



#4 Think BIG
What do you want the students to 
UNDERSTAND?

#5 Know your curriculum
How will the subjects support this 
inquiry?
Thinking like a….historian, scientist, 
mathematician?

#6 It’s not the ‘art’ unit
It’s not a transdisciplinary unit if only 
one subject is involved!

BIG IDEA: INTENT

Science
SYSTEMS

HPE
RESPONSE

Arts
CONTEXT

Tech.
IMPACT

English
PERSUASION

Maths
LOCATION

HASS
CHOICE

Languages
PATTERNS



#7 SO WHAT?
Is the central idea worth knowing? 

#8 Don’t ignore the concepts! 
It’s not about the topics
What PYP concepts are 
embedded within the central idea 
and lines of inquiry?

#9  Less is more!
What subjects can work together 
to support each line of inquiry?

CENTRAL IDEA

Function Change Causation

An inquiry 
into...

An inquiry 
into...

An inquiry 
into...

ARTS & 
DESIGN 
Thinking 
like a 
designer
Using 
persuasion

HASS
Thinking 
like a 
historian

MATHS/HPE
Thinking like 
a retailer

A
T
L  
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MOVING FROM TOPICS...

TO CONCEPTS!



MOVING FROM
TOPICS...

TO CONCEPTS

(#4 Students can think BIG!)



Where are the 
opportunities 

for 
transdisciplinary 

learning? 



Aha #10
BRING RELEVANCE, 
AUTHENTICITY AND 

CONNECTION TO 
STUDENT LEARNING


