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Winner  
Chris Robeson 
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History 

The P-47 was an outstanding escort and ground attack aircraft and was the heaviest and largest single seat fighter 
built during WWII. It rose out of a humble beginning which saw its ancestors the P-35 and P-43 fall short of expecta-
tions. 
 

 Early on the “Jug” was used as an escort to the ETO heavies, but was replaced as the P-51 came on-line; its best 
role was that of a ground attack aircraft both in the ETO, MTO, PTO and CBI theaters. P-47’s was used by the U.S., 
British, French, Mexican, Brazilian and Russian air forces. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Col. Neel Kearby History 

Born June 5, 1911, in Wichita Falls Tx. Kearby graduated from University of Texas at Arlington with a Bachelors de-
gree in Business Administration. He enlisted into the Army Air Corps in 1937, training at Randolf and Kelly Airfields. 
Col. Kearby served with the 94th and 40th Pursuit Squadrons at Selfridge Field, then in December of 1940 command-
ed the 14th Pursuit Squadron at the Panama Canal, flying P-39’s. October of 1942, he was transferred to the 348th 
FG at Westover Field Ma., taking command with the rank of major. Many months of training in the new P-47 brought 
the group to Australia, in June of 1943, now with Kearby a Lt. Colonel. 
Kearby’s tactics utilized the P-47’s turbo charger to fly at high altitude, then diving on the lightly armored Japanese 
planes, using eight(8) deadly .50-Caliber machine guns. He opened his score on September 4, 1943 with a Ki-43 
fighter and GM4 bomber. He was then promoted to full Colonel on September 23. Kearby named his plane “Fiery 
Ginger” after his wife, Virginia, and all subsequent P-47’s. (Fiery Ginger I through IV).  
In January 1944, General McCarther pinned the Medal of Honor on Kearby, for his actions on October 11th, 1943. 
Leading four Thunderbolts on a fighter sweep over Wewak, they encountered 40 enemy aircraft. The ensuing battle 
saw Kearby destroy four(4) Ki-43’s and two(2) Ki-61’s making him the first P-47 ace of the PTO and claiming the rec-
ord for the most shoot downs by an A.A.F. pilot in a single mission. That was surpassed by Mustang pilot Lt. Shomo, 
shooting down seven(7) in January 1945. General Kenney recommended him for the Medal of Honor. 
In November of 1943, Kearby was transferred to headquarters of the 5th AF, with 12 victories. Continuing to fly mis-
sions whenever he could, he was closing in on becoming the leading A.A.F. ace in the Pacific, hoping to break Rick-
enbacker’s WWI record. 
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Final Mission 

On March 5, 1944 at 4:00pm, a mission took off from Saidor Airfield, piloted by Col. Neel E. Kearby leading a fight-
er sweep over Wewak with P-47D pilot Captain "Dinghy" Dunham and P-47D pilot Captain Samuel V. Blair.  At 
5:15pm flying at 22,000' the P-47s reached Dagua and saw the “Nells” flying at roughly 500' in a "V" formation. The 
bombers spotted them and began to descend to the west following the north coast of New Guinea. The P-47s 
closed to an altitude of 200' and Col Kearby fired on the lead bomber causing it to pull up on fire then dive into the 
ground. He was credited for a "Nell", Ki-48 Lily, his 22nd aerial victory claim. Meanwhile, Captain Dunham fired at 
the Ki-48 Lily on the left and caused it to crash in flames. The third bomber was attacked by Blair and crashed into 
the ground and exploded. 
 

 Intercepting again, Kearby fired on a bomber but did not observe it to go down and made a turn to setup for anoth-
er attack. At 5:20pm, while turning, Kearby was intercepted by a Ki-43 Oscar from 77th Sentai and never seen 
again. When this aircraft failed to return it was officially listed as Missing In Action (MIA).  Kearby was damaged 
from gunfire of the Ki-43 Oscar, he managed to bail but became tangled in a tree and died of bullet wounds. Dam-
aged, his P-47 crashed into the jungle inland from Dagua. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Search 

Afterwards, Dunham and Blair called for Kearby on the radio but received no answer at 5:30pm they departed for 
Saidor Airfield. After landing, both pilots insisted on returning to the area to search for him, Dunham had to be 
physical restrained from taking off again. 
 

  



 

 

      “Col. Neel Kearby” – “Fiery Ginger” 

                            Final Mission – Pt 1 

    By "Mark L. Rossmann 

THE CORSAIR PAGE 10 December  2024 

Recovery of Remains 

During 1946, Kearby's remains were recovered by a Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) Searcher Team then turned 
over to the U.S. Army, then shipped to the United States for permanent burial. 
Kearby was listed as MIA until 1948, then officially declared dead the day of the mission. 
On June 16, 1949 Kearby was buried at Hillcrest Memorial Park, Dallas Texas at Garden of Devotion Block 13 Lot 19 
Space 7 & 8. He is also memorialized on a plaque for Congressional Medal of Honor recipients at Cape Wom Memo-
rial Park near Wewak. 
Wreckage 

 During 2001, the tail section and a .50 caliber machine gun were recovered by Robert Greinert / HARS and shipped 
to Sydney. then placed into storage at HARS at Sydney Airport (Mascot). 
 

 During 2003, the salvaged items were donated to the National Museum of the United States Air Force (USAF Muse-
um) and put on public display in 2005. Both are displayed with P-47D Thunderbolt 42-23278 painted in the markings 
of this aircraft. The tail section is displayed atop a base and the machine gun is displayed inside a glass display case. 
This is my picture of it from my visit in 2013. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Model 
This is a Hasegawa P-47 Razorback, the kit represents a Razorback very well with the build taking about 2 weeks. The 
engine detail is minimal, but allows for what is seen thru the front an accurate portrayal of the radial engine. The flaps 
and control surfaces are all molded in place. If you want to show off the cockpit area an aftermarket cockpit interior 
would be better to use.  
 

 The decal positioning was easy to follow, although looking at pictures it was important to get the Grey and O.D. de-
marcation correct, on the cowling, as the ‘IV’ is in the grey area and the rest in the O.D.  Using pure white for the tail, I 
used an undercoat of AS-20 Insignia White, this worked well to prevent bleed through. I masked off the tail to paint the 
striping rather than using the decal. 
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Aircraft:  
Note: After the block number, Evansville aircraft were identified by the -RE suffix, while Farmingdale aircraft were 
given the -RA suffix. 
 

 Aircraft: ‘Fiery Ginger IV’, P-47D-4-RA, 42-222668 – Lost over Dagua.  
Unit:       348th FG, V Fighter Command, Saidor Airfield, New Guinea - March 1944. 
Pilot:      Col. Neel Kearby (KIA) – CO 348th FG 

Model:    Hasegawa 09404; P-47D Razorback 1/48th  
Decals:   THUNDERCALS – 48002 – Razorback Thunderbolts Pt 2. 
 

 

Paint:  
Tamiya sprays: AS-6 Olive Drab, AS-7 Neutral Grey, TS-27 – Pure White, AS-20   
                         Insignia White, TS-34 Camel Yellow, TS-15 Blue, TS-86 Pure Red,  
 

 References:  
Decal Sheet 
P-47 Thunderbolt with the USAAF in the MTO, Asia and Pacific – SMI Library (Kagero) 
//pacificwrecks.com/aircraft/p-47l 
Osprey Aircraft of the Aces - #26 “Mustang and Thunderbolt Aces of the pacific and CBI.” 
Picture of Kearby’s recovered tail was taken by me at the USAF Museum Dayton Ohio in 2014. Was present 

for my daughter’s graduation as a Flight Nurse, for the 109Th Air Medical Wing MnGuard. 
Respectfully, 
Mark L. Rossmann 
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As you are aware the December meeting is our annual “White Elephant “ gift exchange. 
Just to make sure we are all on the same page here are the rules for White Elephant 
 

 Bring a gift wrapped model kit (or Kits) to be exchanged. 
Each kit you bring gets you a number drawn at random of your place in the exchange line. 
One kit gets you one number. 
Each kit must be  unstarted./complete and gift wrapped 

 

 The person bringing the most kits will be deemed the MC for the evening and the person 
bringing the second most gifts will be the scribe and is responsible for keeping track on 
which gifts have been stolen 

 

 When your number is called you get to take a gift from the table—open it at the table so 
everyone can see.This is now your kit. 
 

 Kits can be stolen twice.When it is your turn you can elect to take a kit from the table or 
steal a kit that is already out there, you just exchange your turn in line for the kit you want 
and that person then gets to pick a new kit from the table—you may also elect to steal a 
kit rather than pick a new one. If your kit is stolen you can steal anothers kit by giving 
them the turn in line. 
 

 Once a kit has been stolen twice it is deemed safe and the person holding it gets to keep 
it. 
 

 I hope this is all clear just remember this is supposed to be a fun event so if you are not 
prepared to lose a kit then don’t play 



 

 

2024 Club Contest Themes 
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JANUARY:  No Contest 
 

FEBRUARY:  U.S. Armored vehicle; 1950 to present, any scale, alone 
   or in a diorama. 
 

MARCH:  Any NON-U.S. aircraft used in WWII 
 

APRIL: Any U.S. Coast Guard vessel of any year used in inland  
  waters or open ocean. 
 

MAY:  Any artillery piece, ground or mounted (BUT NOT TANKS!) used 
  in WWII or Korea from any country. 
 

JUNE:  Any NON-U.S. made automobile or truck produced AFTER  
  1950.  
 

JULY: A Ship that has only primarily sails for movement. Can be an 
   old Pirate ship ! 
 

AUGUST:  Club Swap meet — NO CONTEST 

 

SEPTEMBER: A totally 3-d printed figure, plane, vehicle or ship alone 
   or as part of a diorama. Can be Sci-Fi or any genre.  
 

OCTOBER: A helicopter from any country or time frame in any scale. 
 

NOVEMBER: A 1/35 OR LARGER scale figure, bust or statue of a 
“famous” person. Can be a historical, scientist, musician, actor/
actress, etc. Male or female that is easily recognizable by most  
people. 
 

DECEMBER: NO CONTEST, Holiday White Elephant 
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GET YOUR TICKETS!!! 
2024 IPMS - Craig Hewitt AWARDS DINNER  

 

 When?   

The 2024 IPMS Craig Hewitt Chapter Awards Dinner will be held on Saturday, January 11, 
2025 

 Where?  

Chompie’s,  3212 E Cactus Rd, Phoenix, AZ  85032 (on Cactus Rd, just West of I-51) 

 

 How Much?  

The cost will be $30 per person. This includes food, private area, venue set-up, taxes AND 
gratuities (not to mention any prizes you may win). This is a discounted price. The club will 
comp the rest.  
[NOTE: If enough people sign up we may be able to discount the price a little further.] 
Tickets can be purchased from Laura Gorton at the December (not January) club meetings. Any 
club members who don’t go to meetings but would like to attend the dinner, please contact ei-
ther Laura Gorton or Laurie Rice-Henthorn. 
  

What’s For Dinner? 

Menu-  Buffet Style  

(If you have any dietary restrictions or questions, please let Laurie Rice-Henthorn know.)  
Salad: Tossed field greens served with tomatoes, carrots and diced broccoli 
 Main Dish:  (chose one)  NOTE: for a better count please indicate choice(s) on ticket 

Beef Brisket Au Jus 

Chicken Piccata  

Sides:  
Roasted Potatoes 

Rice Pilaf 
Glazed Carrots with Broccoli 
Roasted Veggies 

Rolls & butter 
 Drinks: (including sugar, creamer, lemon) 

Iced Tea 

Lemonade 

Hot Coffee 

Iced Water 
 Dessert:  

Chocolate cake with raspberry filling & chocolate mousse frosting 

NOTE: For beverages not listed above, there is a Cash Bar in the restaurant - Members and 
guests may pay per drink or set up a personal tab. 
 

 What Else? 

 In addition to the 2024 club awards, there will be a game planned. 
 If there are any additional questions please contact a member of the social committee.  
 Thank you. 
The Social Committee 

        ~Laurie Rice-Henthorn 

        ~Laura Gorton 

        ~Laurie Reigel 

mailto:laurie.ricehenthorn@gilbertschools.net


 

 

Editors Corner 
By Lyn Gorton 
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Well that is just about another year done. 
Our meetings this year have been well attended with at least a 60% turnout each month 

I just wanted to thank all of you who have contributed to The Corsair with your articles. 
It is these articles that Make The Corsair more than just a flysheet and into a proper news letter for all  
members. 
I would also like to thank all of you who have given presentations at our monthly meetings. 
I always advise that you stay and take in these presentations even if the subject is not in your field—you nev-
er know what you may learn. 
If you missed it Brian Baker did an excellent presentation on Photographing aircraft at the last meeting. 
I would encourage you all to stand up and present something or contribute something to the Corsair—it is 
what makes the club more than a talking shop. 
 

A reminder that club dues can be paid for 2025 at the December meeting. 
Bill Dunkle will not be there but he has authorized me to take cash or Cheques if you wish to pay  
(Bring exact change as I will not have a cash float) 
 

Also the December meeting is your last chance to buy a ticket for the awards dinner on January 11th 2025. 
The venue needs to be booked by new year so bring exact change and buy your tickets. 
 

December is the traditional White Elephant gift exchange—if you have not been to a white elephant before 
you will find some guidelines on page 13 

 

There will be no competition or raffle at the December meeting, also there will not be a competition at the 
January meeting but a full schedule of club competitions will be in the January Corsair 



 

 

Editors Corner 
By Lyn Gorton 
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All those pf you that wish to attend the awards dinner on 11th January 
2025 are reminded that tickets will be on sale at the December meeting 
only. 
If you want a ticket then please bring cash and see one of the social 
committee to purchase. 
Once again tickets for the awards dinner will not be on sale in January 

 

A reminder that if you wish to pay your club dues then Bill Dunkle will 
be only too glad to take your money for Club dues for 2025 which  
remain unchanged at $12 PA for single and $15 for family membership 

Remember that only members in good standing are able to take part in 
most club activities and competitions. 



 

 

Where We Were 
Dirty Plastic December 1973 
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For only $1 a month you get all of this 

 

• Monthly club newsletter 
• Discounted club T-shirts 

• Modelzona 

• Monthly Raffle Prizes 

• Monthly contest awards 

• Annual club Awards party 

• And more 

 

Remember you have to be in good standing, 
to enter and win competitions, get a copy of 
the monthly newsletter sent directly to your 
email,and vote for anything that the club 
brings to the table. 
So Make sure to see Treasurer,  
“Bill Dunkle”,at the club meeting to sign up 
for membership 

THE CORSAIR PAGE 26 December  2024 



 

 

2024 CLUB MEETING CALENDAR  
All meetings held at American Legion Post #1, 364 N. 7th Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85003 

JANUARY 2024 

Tuesday 2nd 7pm  
Seminar/Speaker: Uncommon but 
useful tools—Kevin Henthorn 

 

 

FEBRUARY 2024 

Tuesday 6th 7pm  
Seminar/Speaker: Resin/Mike 
Mackowski 
 

JULY 2024 

Tuesday 2nd,7pm 

Seminar/Speaker:  

AUGUST 2024 

Tuesday 6th 7pm 

Event : Club Swapmeet 

MARCH 2024 

Tuesday 5th, 7pm 

Seminar/Speaker:  Wiring Bi-Planes/
Brian Baker 
 

SEPTEMBER 2024 

Tuesday 3rd, 7pm 

Seminar/Speaker:   

APRIL 2024 

Tuesday 2nd 7pm  
Seminar/Speaker:  3D Printing/Mike 
Pabis 

 

OCTOBER 2024 

Tuesday 1st, 7pm 

Seminar/Speaker: Airliners/Mike Pabis 

Saturday 19th BnB 

MAY 2024 

Tuesday 7th, 7pm 

Seminar/Speaker:  
 

NOVEMBER 2024 

Tuesday 12th 7pm 

Seminar/Speaker:Aircraft 
Photography/Brian Baker 
Saturday 16th BnB 

JUNE 2024 

Tuesday 4th 7pm 

Seminar/Speaker: Resin Casting/Scott 
Reigel 

DECEMBER 2024 

Tuesday 10th 7pm 

Event: White Elephant  
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December Raffle  
Tickets are $1 or six for $5.  
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No Raffle this month due to ‘White Elephant” 



 

 

The club meets at 7pm on the 
first Tuesday of each month at 
the American Legion Post #1 in 
Phoenix. Check the club website 
at www.ipms-phoenix.com for 
more meeting info. 

American Legion Post #1 
364 N. 7th Ave. 

Phoenix, AZ 85003 

The post is located South of I-10 
just a few blocks North of Van 
Buren. Look for the huge 
American flag. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Awards Dinner—11th January 2025(Tickets on sale at December meeting only) 
Modelzona 1st February 2025 (Flyer on last page) 
Modelzona 1st November 2025 

 

2024 Chapter Officers 
President .............................. Kevin Henthorn ...............kdhenthorn@aol.com 

Vice President ..................... Scott Reigel ......................http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/ 
Secretary ............................. John Carroll .....................http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  
Treasurer ............................. Bill Dunkle .......................http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  
Member At Large………..Hal Sanguinetti………...http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  
Membership Chair……….Lyn Gorton…………...http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  
Webmaster .......................... Michael Ronnau ..............http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  
Newsletter Editor ............... Lyn Gorton ......................lyngorton@hotmail.com 

 

The 2024 IPMS Craig Hewitt Chapter Awards Dinner will be held on Saturday, January 11, 2025 at 
Chompie's.  For those of you who want to google the venue, the address is 3212 E Cactus Rd, 
Phoenix, AZ  85032. This year’s dinner will be similar to last year's, featuring a full buffet and cash 
bar. In addition to the 2024 club awards, there will be a game planned. Additional information will be 
given at the club meetings and in future editions of The Corsair.  
 

 Thank you.  
The Social Committee 

http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/


 

 

Useful Links 

Bjorn Jacobsen—Aircraft Dioramas                          www.dioramas-and-models.com 

Plasmo—good visual instructions on “You Tube”     just search for plasmo 

Trumpeter replacement parts                                   Joanna@trumpeter-china.com 

Special Hobby                                                           www.specialhobby.Ev/contact 
Tamiya—US                                                              support@Tamiya.com 

MRCsupport@modelrectifier.com 

Rivet detail and schematic drawings                        www.airwar.ru 

Fine Scale modeling techniques                              http://paulbudzik.com  
“How to “Videos                                                       Youtube.com/Andyshobbyheadquarters 

Online magazine for all things avionic                     www.wingleadermagazine.co.uk  
Sky Harbor Informational site                                http://www.visitingphx.com/index.html  
Military Colors And Camouflage      http://www.theworldwars.net/resources/  
Info on Aircraft Tyres      https://www.jupitor.co.jp/pdf/michelin_aircraft.pdf 
Spare parts for Airfix                         support.airfix.com/hc/en-gb/articles/360019394159-Spare-Parts 

Video tour of USAF Museum in Ohio  https://aerodynamicmedia.com/usaf-museum-storage-video/ 
New digital magazine   www.phoenixscalepublications.co.uk 

Swiss page covering aviation.   
Wide range of military subjects, airshows, color profiles, etc.   WINGS-AVIATION, www.wings-aviation.ch. 
WW2 Video reference Site –Lots of Documentary DVD  www.victoryfilms.us 

 

 

 

If you have a good reference site let me have a brief description and a web address and we will 
keep this list as a reference. 
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http://paulbudzik.com/
http://www.wingleadermagazine.co.uk/
http://www.visitingphx.com/index.html
http://www.theworldwars.net/resources/
https://www.jupitor.co.jp/pdf/michelin_aircraft.pdf
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The Corsair needs your help!  To keep this newsletter filled 
with all the great content, I need your help with content.  Here 
are some useful items that I can use to put together future is-
sues each month: 
• Kit reviews/In-box reviews 

• Website links 

• Modeling related articles 

• Commentary and featured columns 

• Neat, strange or otherwise shareable pictures 

• Book reviews 

• Trip and vacation write-ups 

Anything you have can be used.  Don’t hesitate.  Even a few 
paragraphs are great. 

CONTENT NEEDED!!!! 

$30 annual membership includes a one year subscription to the IPMS 
Journal. Visit www.ipmsusa.org to download a membership form. Or 

you can write to: 
IPMS/USA PO Box 1411 

Riverview, 
FL 33568-1411 

 

Membership also gives you access to the online Discussion Forum, where 
you can exchange ideas and information with other members of IPMS. 
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HK models 1/32 scale Lancaster Nose art which is 
basically the front end of their new 1/32 scale Lan-
caster. I chose to do the “S for Sugar “ variant which 
is on display at Hendon. It actually flew 137 missions.  
I do not have the room or funds to buy the full 1/32 
model but working with 1/32 means I can get a lot of 
detail into that cockpit. I invested in the Eduard 
cockpit PE set and am very pleased with the result. 

RIGHT STUFF, 

RIGHT PRICE 
www.thehobbydepot.com 

 

109 E.Southern Ave. 
Tempe, AZ 85282 

(480) 968-1880 

www.airline-hobby.com 

Your One Stop Source for 

Scale Model Airliner Kits, Decals, 

Diecasts and Accessories 

HOBBY BENCH 
2 Great Locations! 

 8058 N. 19th Ave. 4240 W. Bell Rd. 

 NW corner NE corner  

 19th Ave. & Northern 43rd Ave. & Bell 

 602-995-1755 602-547-1828 

THE MAD MEATBALL 

 MIKE CHOLEWA 602-944-4096 

“DEALER IN PRE-OWNED PLASTIC” 
12629 NORTH 21ST DRIVE PHOENIX, AZ 85029 
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