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Presidents Message 

Hello everyone, 
I hope everyone who attended the August swap meet had an enjoyable time. There was a large turnout with every table full 
of kits and hobby supplies. I sold a few kits, but I didn’t find anything that I could not live without – not a bad thing, since my 
objective was to thin out my collection and not add to it. 
Again, I’d like to remind everyone about the September seminar. The presentation will be a “Model Therapy” session. It will 
be a meeting where anyone can bring up any problem or question that they have been dealing with while modeling, and 
hopefully, there will be at least one person in the group that has the answer, solution, or at least a suggestion. 
The October meeting is coming up fast, so keep working on your “Outside of the Box” kit. They will be judged in an additional 
contest, separate from the monthly meeting contest, with a $50 prize awarded to the winner. 
Terry Schuler is still looking for ideas for monthly contests. Please send any ideas you might have to Lyn, or myself. Please 
note that my email address is changing. I have included the new one at the end of this message. 
My ongoing quest for seminars/presentations for next year continues as well. Please let me know if you have something you 
are willing to present at a meeting, or suggestions such as Model Therapy and “What Judges are Looking For”. 
That’s it for this month. Keep on modeling! 
Kevin 

kdhpolarbear@yahoo.com 

mailto:kdhpolarbear@yahoo.com


 

 

August Swap Meet 
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Plenty of bargains to be had at the  
annual club swap meet in August 



 

 

             “P-47 Razorback Tamiya”  
                             318th FG Saipan 
                                      By "Mark L. Rossmann" 
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History 

The P-47 was an outstanding escort and ground attack aircraft and was the heaviest and largest single seat 
fighter built during WWII. It rose out of a humble beginning which saw use by U.S., British, French, Mexican, 
Brazilian, Chinese and Russian air forces. 
 

 Seventh Air Force 

The Seventh Air Force initially provided air defense for the Hawaiian Islands. It also became the hub of the 
Pacific aerial network. In addition to Depot functions, it supported the 4-engine all-weather transport used in 
ferrying troops, supplies, and evacuating wounded from forward areas. These transport planes were under 
the command of Pacific Division, Air Transport Command. The command also played a major role throughout 
the Pacific War as a training, staging, and supply-center for air and ground troops. 
The command deployed most of its combat units to the Central Pacific, where operations were best summed 
up by its air and ground crews as "Just one damned island after another!" 
Seventh Air Force units deployed 2,000 miles southwest to the Gilbert Islands, then 600 miles northwest to 
the Marshall Islands, 900 miles west to the Caroline Islands, 600 miles northwest to the Mariana Islands, 600 
miles north to Iwo Jima, 1,000 miles west to Okinawa, always edging closer towards the center of Japanese 
power. A map story of the Seventh Air Force would cover 3,000 miles north and south of Midway Atoll to Fiji, 
and 5,000 miles east and west from Pearl Harbor to the Ryukus.  
Pineapple Air Force 

This term was derogatory or affectionately used, depending on each person’s point of view, while assigned to 
the 7th AAF in Hawaii. The units there were readiness training units (RTU), before sent to the 5th or 13th AAF, 
known as the “Pacific War Zone”. Men staying in Hawaii were known as Pineapples.  
 

 Early 1944 the 318th was equipped with Republic P-47D Thunderbolts, while still stationed in Hawaii. On 
June 22nd and 23rd, from the escort carrier USS Natoma Bay, the 318th catapulted 37 P-47’s landing at Aslito 
airfield. During the Marianas campaign, it worked closely with Marine ground forces, pioneering close infantry 
support and employing the first use of napalm. On Saipan the 318th had the dubious distinction, along with 
the 21st Fighter Group on Iwo Jima, of being the only Army Air Force units to engage in ground combat.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

June 26, 1944  

The ground crews and pilots lived through long nights of rifle fire and shell bursts. The worst of their nights came in 
the early hours of 26 June. In the darkness a Japanese sabotage party sneaked onto the airfield to destroy the P47s 
where they were parked, and three hundred Japanese troops broke through the infantry lines and also reached the 
field. Men of the squadron became infantry soldiers and held them along with a unit of Marines and Marine artillery 
that were in reserve. Almost all the Japanese soldiers were killed in the ensuing firefight. The next day, the elements 
of the 27th Infantry Division that had been fighting at the point moved in to occupy the area, no survivors were found. 
The Japanese left behind 2 damaged P-47’s and the burned out remains of ‘Head-up N’locked’, the sole P-47 the 
sabotage party was able to set afire, with their Molotov Cocktails. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 As Army troops strove to clear the south coast of Saipan, tenacious Japanese forces there were supported by artil-
lery batteries hidden in caves and pillboxes on Tinian, only three miles across the channel from Saipan. The P-47s 
devoted countless efforts to attacking these positions which were as hard to hit as they were hard to spot. Missions 
against these targets were often completed in just eighteen minutes from takeoff to landing, with the result that the 
pilots were given credit for only half a mission each time although the missions were seldom easy ones.  
 

 On 27 June, seven P-47s of the 19 FS took off from Saipan on such a mission to strike at an artillery position on 
Gurguan Point, Tinian, with rockets. One of the P-47s was flown by Lt. Wayne F. Kobler. As he came in low over his 
target the enemy set off a land mine almost directly under him. The blast caught Kobler's plane square and it went 
straight in. Later, when the number two strip at Aslito was completed, it was named Kobler Field in his honor. 
 

 From November 1944 to March 1945, the 318th Fighter Group helped counter the Japanese air attacks on the Mari-
ana Island. During this time, they gave up their P-47’s for P-38’s. Late in March they transitioned to the P-47 ‘N’ ver-
sion and moved north to Okinawa. 
 

 The 318th Group was officially credited with 164 air combat victories by 15 August cease fire, with 6 pilots shot down 
by enemy planes. 
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Seventh AF P-47 units were:  
15th FG (45th, 47th, 78th FS), converting to P-51. 
 318th FG (19th, 73rd, 333rd FS),  
 508th FG (466th, 467th, 468th FS) 
Model 
This is a Tamiya P-47 Razorback, with the build taking about 3 weeks. The cowling was not attached during overall 
painting, this allowed the taping and painting for the aluminum and blue nose colors a separate entity keeping the 
rest of the model out of the picture. The two stabilizers I did not attach, making it easier to mask and paint the stripes 
and the blue at the base of the tail over the silver and OD.  
 

 Bombs, drop tanks and Bazooka Tubes are provided, as are .50 caliber drilled out barrel ends. These are sufficient 
to create a great kit without necessarily buying aftermarket product.  
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 Aircraft:  
Note: After the block number, Evansville aircraft were identified by the -RE suffix, while Farmingdale aircraft were 
given the -RA suffix. 
Aircraft: “SMOKEPOLE”, P-47D-20-RA, (42-325402) – Unknown Disposition 

Unit: 7th AF: 19th FS / 318th FG, Isley Field Saipan, 1944. 
Pilot: Lt. Hal Dunning. After cycling out, Lt. Harwood (Doug) Towner was assigned, I used Towners name as the pilot.  
Crew Chief: S/SGT Eldo Lau 

Notes: All markings on this 47 were applied after reaching Isley field. Markings were not changed when Towner was assigned to 
it. Each pineapple represents 6 months in the Pineapple Air Force. This plane has 1, representing 6 months.  
Model: Tamiya #86, P-47D Razorback. ThunderCals T-004 

 

 Paint:  
Tamiya sprays: AS-6 Olive Drab (USAAF), AS-7 Neutral Grey (USAAF), TS-30 Silver. Testers Sprays: 1210 Gloss 
Bright Blue. Final overall spray was Tamiya dull TS-80. 
 

 References:  
Wikipedia 

P-47 Thunderbolt with the USAAF in the MTO, Asia and Pacific – SMI Library (Kagero)  
ThunderCals Decals – T-004 P-47D Razorbacks PTO Part 4 19th, 333rd FS/318th FG 

USA Unit History:  https://usafunithistory.com/ 
Respectfully, 
Mark L. Rossmann 

https://usafunithistory.com/


 

 

2025 Club Contest Themes 
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January:       No Contest 
 

February: Sci-Fi:   (Any scale, Figure, Vehicle. including 3-D printed) 
 

March: American Fighters WW2: 1/48 scale only  (Any American 
Made Fighter Aircraft flown by USA during WW2) 

 

April:        Armor:  (Any scale, Any armored land vehicle.  
  Wheel or Track driven) 
 

 May:        A Day at the Races:   
  (Any scale vehicle used for organized racing) 
 

 June:      Ships and Boats:  (Any scale, Civilian or Military) 
 

 July:        The British are Coming:   
  (Anything British; Ship, Vehicle, Figure, Airplane) 
 

 August:   No Contest / Club Swap Meet 
 

 September:  The Pacific:  
    (Any model, any scale representing the PTO and SEAC 
   campaigns during World War II) 
 

 October:       Peoples Choice: Any Model, Any scale.  
   (Judged and voted on by the present attendees of this  
   monthly meeting) 
 

 November:    The Great War WW1:  (Any model representing WW1) 
 

 December:    No Contest / Holiday White Elephant 
 

  



 

 

Editors Corner 
By Lyn Gorton 
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If you look closely at the “Where We Were” pages you will notice that we 
have two months covered ie September and October. I guess people took 
later, or more ,summer vacations in 1974, so next month you will have the 
same edition. 
I don’t know if you read these old newsletters but there is always  
something of interest in them. 
This one contains plans for scratch building an airfield flak tower in 1/48 
scale—something to add to your next diorama or even to give some added 
depth to your display. 
 

You will note that Kevin is asking for ideas for presentations at the month-
ly meetings. 
I stress once again that if you have something  that you find interesting 
then other club members will also find it interesting. 
With that in mind I have volunteered to give a presentation on the USAF 
Museum at Dayton Ohio ,which I visited in July. 
My main problem right now is slimming it down to a 20 minute  
presentation, but I have until November to get it right. 
 

Kevin has just dropped  info of the nationals to the committee so it looks 
like we might be making a bid sometime in the next 3 years. I have been 
involved in two of these and it is a big undertaking that will require full 
club participation so volunteers will be required for all sorts of activities. 
 



 

 

Where We Were 
September/October 1974 
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Where We Were 
September/October 1974 
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September/October 1974 
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For only $1 a month you get all of this 

 

• Monthly club newsletter 
• Discounted club T-shirts 

• Modelzona 

• Monthly Raffle Prizes 

• Monthly contest awards 

• Annual club Awards party 

• And more 

 

Remember you have to be in good standing, 
to enter and win competitions, get a copy of 
the monthly newsletter sent directly to your 
email,and vote for anything that the club 
brings to the table. 
So Make sure to see Treasurer,  
“Bill Dunkle”,at the club meeting to sign up 
for membership 
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2025 CLUB MEETING CALENDAR  
All meetings held at American Legion Post #1, 364 N. 7th Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85003 

JANUARY 2025 

Tuesday7th 7pm  
Seminar/Speaker:  
 

B&B Session 18th 

FEBRUARY 2025 

Tuesday 4th 7pm  
Seminar/Speaker:  
 

B&B Session 15th 

JULY 2025 

Tuesday 1st,7pm 

Seminar/Speaker: Hobby Rooms/Kevin 
Henthorn 

 

B&B Session 19th 

AUGUST 2025 

Tuesday 5th 7pm 

Event : Club Swapmeet 
 

B&B Session 16th 

MARCH 2025 

Tuesday 4th, 7pm 

Seminar/Speaker:  
 

B&B Session 15th 

SEPTEMBER 2025 

Tuesday 2nd 7pm 

Seminar/Speaker:  Model Therapy –
Round table—Lets talk about it 
 

B&B Session 20th 

APRIL 2025 

Tuesday 1st 7pm  
Seminar/Speaker:  How to transport 
models/Mike Mackowski 
 

B&B Session 19th 

OCTOBER 2025 

Tuesday 7th 7pm 

Seminar/Speaker:What Judges are 
looking For/Mike McKowski and Other 
Judges 

 

MAY 2025 

Tuesday 6th, 7pm 

Seminar/Speaker:  
 

B&B Session 17th 

NOVEMBER 2025 

Tuesday 4th 7pm 

Seminar/Speaker:USAF Museum visit/
Lyn Gorton 

 

B&B Session 15th 

JUNE 2025 

Tuesday 3rd 7pm 

Seminar/Speaker:  
 

B&B Session 21st 

DECEMBER 2025 

Tuesday 9th 7pm 

Event: White Elephant  
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September Raffle  
        Tickets are $1 or six for $5.  
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Item A   1/48 Accurate Miniatures SBD-3 Dauntless 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Item B   1/35 Academy Sturmgeschütz  Sdkfz.167 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Item C   1/25 Revell ’69 Chevy Nova 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Item D   1/72 Hobby Boss UH-60A Blackhawk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Item E    1/184 Atlantis B-36 Peacemaker 

 

 

 

 

Item F    1/32 Hasegawa Fi156 Storch 

 

 

 

 

Item G   New from Hobby Depot: 1/72 Airfix B-24 “Lady Be Good” 

 

  



 

 

The club meets at 7pm on the 
first Tuesday of each month at 
the American Legion Post #1 in 
Phoenix. Check the club website 
at www.ipms-phoenix.com for 
more meeting info. 

American Legion Post #1 
364 N. 7th Ave. 

Phoenix, AZ 85003 

The post is located South of I-10 
just a few blocks North of Van 
Buren. Look for the huge 
American flag. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Modelzona 1st November (Flyer on last page) 
 

2025 Chapter Officers 
President .............................. Kevin Henthorn ...............kdhpolarbear@yahoo.com 

Vice President ..................... Scott Reigel ......................http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/ 
Secretary ............................. John Carroll .....................http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  
Treasurer ............................. Bill Dunkle .......................http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  
Member At Large………..Hal Sanguinetti………...http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  
Membership Chair……….Lyn Gorton…………...http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  
Webmaster .......................... Michael Ronnau ..............http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  
Newsletter Editor ............... Lyn Gorton ......................lyngorton@hotmail.com 

 

http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/


 

 

Useful Links 

Bjorn Jacobsen—Aircraft Dioramas                          www.dioramas-and-models.com 

Plasmo—good visual instructions on “You Tube”     just search for plasmo 

Trumpeter replacement parts                                   Joanna@trumpeter-china.com 

Special Hobby                                                           www.specialhobby.Ev/contact 
Tamiya—US                                                              support@Tamiya.com 

MRCsupport@modelrectifier.com 

Rivet detail and schematic drawings                        www.airwar.ru 

Fine Scale modeling techniques                              http://paulbudzik.com  
“How to “Videos                                                       Youtube.com/Andyshobbyheadquarters 

Online magazine for all things avionic                     www.wingleadermagazine.co.uk  
Sky Harbor Informational site                                http://www.visitingphx.com/index.html  
Military Colors And Camouflage      http://www.theworldwars.net/resources/  
Info on Aircraft Tyres      https://www.jupitor.co.jp/pdf/michelin_aircraft.pdf 
Spare parts for Airfix                         support.airfix.com/hc/en-gb/articles/360019394159-Spare-Parts 

Video tour of USAF Museum in Ohio  https://aerodynamicmedia.com/usaf-museum-storage-video/ 
New digital magazine   www.phoenixscalepublications.co.uk 

Swiss page covering aviation.   
Wide range of military subjects, airshows, color profiles, etc.   WINGS-AVIATION, www.wings-aviation.ch. 
WW2 Video reference Site –Lots of Documentary DVD  www.victoryfilms.us 

 

 

 

If you have a good reference site let me have a brief description and a web address and we will 
keep this list as a reference. 
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The Corsair needs your help!  To keep this newsletter filled 
with all the great content, I need your help with content.  Here 
are some useful items that I can use to put together future is-
sues each month: 
• Kit reviews/In-box reviews 

• Website links 

• Modeling related articles 

• Commentary and featured columns 

• Neat, strange or otherwise shareable pictures 

• Book reviews 

• Trip and vacation write-ups 

Anything you have can be used.  Don’t hesitate.  Even a few 
paragraphs are great. 

CONTENT NEEDED!!!! 

$30 annual membership includes a one year subscription to the IPMS 
Journal. Visit www.ipmsusa.org to download a membership form. Or 

you can write to: 
IPMS/USA PO Box 1411 

Riverview, 
FL 33568-1411 

 

Membership also gives you access to the online Discussion Forum, where 
you can exchange ideas and information with other members of IPMS. 
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HK models 1/32 scale Lancaster Nose art which is 
basically the front end of their new 1/32 scale Lan-
caster. I chose to do the “S for Sugar “ variant which 
is on display at Hendon. It actually flew 137 missions.  
I do not have the room or funds to buy the full 1/32 
model but working with 1/32 means I can get a lot of 
detail into that cockpit. I invested in the Eduard 
cockpit PE set and am very pleased with the result. 

RIGHT STUFF, 

RIGHT PRICE 
www.thehobbydepot.com 

 

109 E.Southern Ave. 
Tempe, AZ 85282 

(480) 968-1880 

www.airline-hobby.com 

Your One Stop Source for 

Scale Model Airliner Kits, Decals, 

Diecasts and Accessories 

HOBBY BENCH 
 

                               4240 W. Bell Rd. 

                                   NE corner  

                               43rd Ave. & Bell 

 602-995-1755 602-547-1828 

THE MAD MEATBALL 

 MIKE CHOLEWA 602-944-4096 

“DEALER IN PRE-OWNED PLASTIC” 
12629 NORTH 21ST DRIVE PHOENIX, AZ 85029 
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