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Presidents Message 
Hello everyone, 

I hope that you all had an enjoyable time at the last meeting. We had a good turnout, and an impromptu 
presentation from Brain Baker. He had a slide presentation of a cruise that he took in the early 1990‘s from 
San Diego to Saudi Arabia aboard the USS Peoria, US Navy LST1183. During the trip Brian taught a histo-
ry class to some sailors for college credit. He had many pictures of the ships used to transfer an entire Ma-
rine Brigade overseas to participate in Operation Desert Storm. Brian told the story of an event that oc-
curred shortly after he arrived, and just before his long flight home. He casually described an alert at an air-
base involving the launch of anti-aircraft missiles. But that was no ordinary launch. Brian witnessed a Scud 
attack first-hand, and had watched several Patriot missiles launch and successfully intercept their target(s)! 

On other matters, a subcommittee is currently examining the results of Modelzona 2024.5. Our goal, before 
the end of April, is to decide whether to change the annual date of Modelzona from November to late Janu-
ary/early February. If you have any insight or opinion on a date change, please send me a message. 

I would like to reiterate the need for seminars or presentations for this year. Currently, I have only two 
planned. If you have a presentation or seminar that you would like to give, please let me know. 

On a personal note, I am still working on a couple of 1/72. I have finished thirteen skeleton figures for War-
hammer from a set of twenty. I have also started a 1/48 Mig-29 two-seater, that I intend to put in Polish 
markings. I had forgotten how difficult it can be for me to work with resin and photoetch, and to successfully 
get them to adhere to each other and the injected molded plastic of the basic kit. I am not completely satis-
fied with the results, but my skills will not improve if I do not do anything I find challenging. 

That is all I have for this month. Keep on modeling! 

Kevin 

kdhenthorn@aol.com 

mailto:kdhenthorn@aol.com
mailto:kdhenthorn@aol.com
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March Competition (WW2 USA Fighters) 

THE CORSAIR PAGE 6 April 2025 



 

 

March Competition (WW2 USA Fighters) 

THE CORSAIR PAGE 7 April  2025 



 

 

March Competition Winner  
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Corsair 

Craig Brown 



 

 

 

 CURRENT POINT STANDINGS RE: Monthly Club Meeting Contest. By Contest Coordinator: Terry Schuler. 

Here are the current point standings after the February and March club meeting contest, with the addition of 

the Modelzona results  

included. The results of returning Modelzona back into our club standings has raised our total participants to 

27, from 12 a year ago. 

Only 10 points separate the top 13 members, and some really fun categories are coming up. The Armor  

category scheduled for the April club meeting should be a good one.  

 

 1.  Craig Brown               16 points 

2.  Arjan Sansor               16 points 

3.  Mike McFadden          12 points 

4.  Kwith Pieper               11 points 

5.  John Kienitz                10 points 

6.  Scott Reigel                10 points 

7.  Jim Clark                       9 points 

8.  John Lewis                    7 points 

9.  Chris Robeson              7 points 

10. Terry Schuler               7 points 

11.  Mark Krumrey            6 points  

12.  Mark Rossmann         6 points 

13. Chris Porche                6 points 

14. Jim Beeson                  4 points 

15. Steve Bisel                   4 points 

16. Mike Mackowski         4 points 

17. Mike Pabis                   4 points 

18. Ryan Pabis                   4 points 

19. Barton Peck                 4 points 

20. Dekker Zimmerman    4 points 

21. Gary Thomas               3 points 

22. Mateusz Wisiewski     2 points 

23. Carlos Cisneros           1 point 

24. Brian Guggemos         1 point 

25. Kevin Henthorn          1 point 

  

Novice Category:  

1. Mark Eason               6 points 

2. Ryan Guggemos       4 points       

     2025  Competition Points Standings 
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History 
The P-47 was an outstanding escort and ground attack aircraft and was the heaviest and largest single seat fight-
er built during WWII. It rose out of a humble beginning which saw its ancestors the P-35 and P-43 fall short of ex-
pectations. 
 
 Early on the ―Jug‖ was used as an escort to the ETO heavies, but was replaced as the P-51 came on-line; its 
best role was that of a ground attack aircraft both in the ETO, MTO, PTO and CBI theaters. P-47‘s was used by 
the U.S., British, French, Mexican, Brazilian and Russian air forces. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 365th Fighter Bomber Group – Hell Hawks 
The 365th Fighter-Bomber Group, otherwise known as the Hell Hawks, was activated May 15, 1943 and as-
signed to fly P-47 Thunderbolts. Training in Dover, Delaware, they flew their gunnery training missions out of Mill-
ville, New Jersey. Departing Richmond Army Air Base in December 4, 1943, sailing on the Queen Elizabeth with 
15,000 troops, they arrived at Gossfield, Essex on December 23, 1943.  
 
 Combat air training continued for two more months, then on February 22, 1944, the Hell Hawks flew their first 
combat mission. Over the next one to two months gradually converted from escorting 8th Air Force heavy bomb-
ers to their fighter-bomber role that continued to the war‘s end.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 Model 
The Tamiya Bubble Top, represents a D-25 through D-28 versions. It is well designed with the build taking about 
2 to 3 weeks. The engine detail is very good, but if the cowling is left off, after market items would enhance it. The 
flaps are positionable while control surfaces are molded in place, except the rudder. If you want to show off the 
cockpit area you really don‘t need aftermarket items, a parachute harness might be an option, the kit does come 
with a pilot. I painted the white for the D-Day stripes and cut out the black stipes applying them separately. I then 
masked off around the upper stripes and over sprayed with OD. After fully drying, used tape to pull off the OD to 
simulate the chipping, as seen on the picture. 
 
 Looking at pictures from the resources, his was one of the first D-25‘s received in late May of 1944. The full D-
Day stripes are prevalent in many pictures. An order from top command in early July, was to paint out or remove 
these upper stripes. Aircraft on continent airfields were easily seen by the Luftwaffe. For these final missions, 
‗Coffey‘s Pot‘ was in this configuration. 
Also, the model is configured with one 500lb bomb on the center point, which was a regular load operating from 
the short field at A-7, where his last mission originated. 
Aircraft:  
Note: After the block number, Evansville aircraft were identified by the -RE suffix, while Farmingdale aircraft were 
given the -RA suffix. 
 
 Aircraft: ‗Coffey‘s Pot‘, P-47D-25-RE, 42-26407 – Lost over Angers France.  
Unit:       388th FS/365th FG, 9th Air Force, Azeville(A7), France – July 11, 1944. 
Pilot:      Lt. Col Robert Coffey. 
 
 Model:    Tamiya; P-47D Thunderbolt ―Bubbletop‖, Kit #61090, 1/48th  
Decals:   SuperScale #48-1074, 388th FS/ 365th FG. No issues with them. 
 
 Paint:  
Tamiya sprays: AS-6 Olive Drab, TS-17 Gloss Aluminum, TS-29 Semi-Gloss Black.  
 

 References:  
Decal Sheet – SuperScale  
Thunderbolts of the Hell Hawks 365th FG – BarracudaCals - BC48036 
Wikipedia 
Osprey Aircraft of the Aces #30 – P-47 Thunderbolt Aces of the Ninth and Fifteenth Air Forces. 

** This finalizes my 3-part review of P-47 ―Final Missions‖.  
Pt 1: Col. Neel Kearby – Medal of Honor 
Pt 2: Lt. Raymond L. Knight – Medal of Honor   
Pt 3: Colonel. Robert Lewis Coffey Jr 
 
 Respectfully, 
Mark L. Rossmann 
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The group was instrumental in determining the maximum bomb loads for the P-47; Two one-thousand-pound 
bombs and an external fuel tank on the belly rack, being the first group to fly a dive-bombing mission with that 
configuration. Bazooka Tube rockets and napalm was another configuration for all P-47 fighter-bomber groups 
shortly after the D-Day Invasion on June 6, 1944.  
 
 The Hell Hawks flew in direct support of General Hodges First Army. Their mission was two-fold; 1) Protect the 
ground forces from enemy air attack and 2) destroy any and all obstacles on the ground that prevented our 
forces from advancing. Two times they supported Patton‘s Third Army; 1) Shortly after August 1, 1944 and 2) 
during the last months of the Battle of the Bulge. 
 
 Hell Hawks were the first group to move into Germany on March 17, 1945 at Aachen(Y-46) and first to fly a 
combat mission off a German soil. The remaining eighteen to twenty groups followed nine days to five weeks 
later.  
 
 The Hell Hawks flew combat from February 22, 1944 through May 4, 1945, totaling 14.5 months, flying combat 
from eleven air fields or air strips, moving more times than any other fighter-bomber group in the 9th Air Force. 
 

 Richmond, VA, AAB, 11/4/43–12/18/43  
Gossfield, Essex, England, 12/23/43 (P-47‘s operational 2/44)  
Beaulieu, Hants, England, 3/5/44  
Azeville, France (Fontanay-Sur-Mer)- Strip A7, 6/27/44 
Balleroy, France- Strip A12, 8/15/44  
Bretigny, France (Paris)- Strip A48, 9/3/44  
Juvencourt, France (Reims)- Strip A68, 9/11/44  
Chievres, Belgium (Mons)- Strip A84, 10/4/44 
Metz, Alsace Lorraine, France- Strip Y34, 12/25/44  
Florennes/Juzaine, Belgium, 1/20/45  
Aachen, Germany, 3/17/45  
Fritzlar, Germany, 4/12/45 



 

 

       “365
th

 FG – Hell Hawks” 
                    Coffee’s Pot Final Mission  
                            By "Mark L. Rossmann 

 

THE CORSAIR PAGE 12 April 2025 

Lt. Colonel. Robert Lewis Coffey Jr. 10/21/1918 – 4/20/1949 
Flying with the 365th Fighter Group, he commanded 388th Fighter Squadron and later became deputy commander of 
the group. Coffey was unarguably one of the most aggressive pilots in the 365th. When Ray Stecker assumed com-
mand of the group, Coffey was tasked with getting him up to speed in combat-readiness in the P-47. He would take 
him in close and into the hottest areas always returning with battle damage to some degree. Many remarked that 
they thought Coffey was positioning for Group Commander as they didn‘t think Stecker would survive long from his 
training. 
Coffey was the group's top air ace with six (6) aerial victories during 97 missions. He was shot down by flak on July 
11

th
, 1944 and evaded capture, with assistance from the French underground. Returning to England, he would not fly 

combat again in Europe. 
The picture of his downed ‗Coffee Pot‘ was taken off a captured German, believed to be a member of the flak crew 
that shot him down. 
Post war he was the military air attaché for the United States Embassy in Santiago, Chile, from October 1945 to April 
1948. He resigned his commission as a Lieutenant Colonel to pursue a political candidacy. He was then commis-
sioned a Colonel in the United States Air Force Reserve. He won election to the 81st congress in 1948, Serving from 
January 1949 till his death. 
 
 On April 20, 1949, Coffey was killed in the crash of Lockheed F-80A-10-LO Shooting Star, 44-85438, while on take-
off from Kirtland AFB, New Mexico. At 1640 hrs. during a cross-country proficiency flight, he and fellow Hell 
Hawks pilot Lt. Col. William D. Ritchie had departed Kirtland after refueling for March AFB, California, but due to ap-
parent engine failure on take-off, the fighter never rose above 25 feet, skidded off the end of runway, cartwheeled 
across an arroyo, and broke apart but did not burn, killing Coffey instantly. He is buried in Arlington National Ceme-
tery. The House of Representatives recessed for one day in his honor.  

 
 Opinion: Too many combat veterans were senselessly killed in accidents with early jet fighters: Bong (1945), 
McConnell (1954), Lt. Col Waymond (1949).  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lockheed_F-80A_Shooting_Star
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kirtland_AFB
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Model 
The Tamiya Bubble Top, represents a D-25 through D-28 versions. It is well designed with the build taking about 
2 to 3 weeks. The engine detail is very good, but if the cowling is left off, after market items would enhance it. The 
flaps are positionable while control surfaces are molded in place, except the rudder. If you want to show off the 
cockpit area you really don‘t need aftermarket items, a parachute harness might be an option, the kit does come 
with a pilot. I painted the white for the D-Day stripes and cut out the black stipes applying them separately. I then 
masked off around the upper stripes and over sprayed with OD. After fully drying, used tape to pull off the OD to 
simulate the chipping, as seen on the picture. 
 
 Looking at pictures from the resources, his was one of the first D-25‘s received in late May of 1944. The full D-
Day stripes are prevalent in many pictures. An order from top command in early July, was to paint out or remove 
these upper stripes. Aircraft on continent airfields were easily seen by the Luftwaffe. For these final missions, 
‗Coffey‘s Pot‘ was in this configuration. 
Also, the model is configured with one 500lb bomb on the center point, which was a regular load operating from 
the short field at A-7, where his last mission originated. 
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Aircraft:  
Note: After the block number, Evansville aircraft were identified by the -RE suffix, while Farmingdale aircraft were 
given the -RA suffix. 
 
 Aircraft: ‗Coffey‘s Pot‘, P-47D-25-RE, 42-26407 – Lost over Angers France.  
Unit:       388th FS/365th FG, 9th Air Force, Azeville(A7), France – July 11, 1944. 
Pilot:      Lt. Col Robert Coffey. 
 
 Model:    Tamiya; P-47D Thunderbolt ―Bubbletop‖, Kit #61090, 1/48

th
  

Decals:   SuperScale #48-1074, 388th FS/ 365th FG. No issues with them. 
 
 Paint:  
Tamiya sprays: AS-6 Olive Drab, TS-17 Gloss Aluminum, TS-29 Semi-Gloss Black.  
 

 References:  
Decal Sheet – SuperScale  
Thunderbolts of the Hell Hawks 365th FG – BarracudaCals - BC48036 
Wikipedia 
Osprey Aircraft of the Aces #30 – P-47 Thunderbolt Aces of the Ninth and Fifteenth Air Forces. 

** This finalizes my 3-part review of P-47 ―Final Missions‖.  
Pt 1: Col. Neel Kearby – Medal of Honor 
Pt 2: Lt. Raymond L. Knight – Medal of Honor   
Pt 3: Colonel. Robert Lewis Coffey Jr 
 
 Respectfully, 

Mark L. Rossmann 
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January:       No Contest 
 
February: Sci-Fi:   (Any scale, Figure, Vehicle. including 3-D printed) 
 
March: American Fighters WW2: 1/48 scale only  (Any American 

Made Fighter Aircraft flown by USA during WW2) 
 
April:        Armor:  (Any scale, Any armored land vehicle.  
  Wheel or Track driven) 
 
 May:        A Day at the Races:   
  (Any scale vehicle used for organized racing) 
 
 June:      Ships and Boats:  (Any scale, Civilian or Military) 
 
 July:        The British are Coming:   
  (Anything British; Ship, Vehicle, Figure, Airplane) 
 
 August:   No Contest / Club Swap Meet 
 
 September:  The Pacific:  
    (Any model, any scale representing the PTO and SEAC 
   campaigns during World War II) 
 
 October:       Peoples Choice: Any Model, Any scale.  
   (Judged and voted on by the present attendees of this  
   monthly meeting) 
 
 November:    The Great War WW1:  (Any model representing WW1) 
 
 December:    No Contest / Holiday White Elephant 
 
  



 

 

Editors Corner 
By Lyn Gorton 
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Presentation on “How to Transport Your Models” 

By Mike Mackowski April 2025 

 

It‟s frequently necessary to transport your models to a contest or exhibit of some sort. To accom-

plish this without damaging your creation requires a protective box. This is something you will 

need to make yourself, and this talk will offer some suggestions. These boxes are also useful if 

you need to store your models or if you are planning to move your residence. 

The idea behind a protective enclosure is to support the model on a sturdy part of the body and 

keep small fragile elements away from the walls of the box and the supporting materials.  

Antennas, landing gear, gun barrels, etc. need to be “free floating” so there is no chance of them 

bumping into anything else in the box. I will show some examples of how I do that. 

Another good crowd at the March meeting got to see 

Brian Baker presented with his lifetime achievement 

award. 

Brian was one of the founders of the club and you can 

still find his name on some of the articles in “Dirty 

Plastic” in the „Where we were „pages 

The club roster has been updated and only those in good 

standing will be able to take part in anything that the club  

supports with funds like dinners, competitions and shows. 

Only members in good standing also have the right to vote on 

club activities. 

We have 94 members in good standing currently on the roster 

and hopefully some of those that were removed will eventual-

ly find their way back 



 

 

Where We Were 
Dirty Plastic April 1974 
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Where We Were 
Dirty Plastic April 1974 
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Where We Were 
Dirty Plastic April 1974 
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For only $1 a month you get all of this 
 
 Monthly club newsletter 
 Discounted club T-shirts 
 Modelzona 
 Monthly Raffle Prizes 
 Monthly contest awards 
 Annual club Awards party 
 And more 

Remember you have to be in good standing, 
to enter and win competitions, get a copy of 
the monthly newsletter sent directly to your 
email,and vote for anything that the club 
brings to the table. 
So Make sure to see Treasurer,  
“Bill Dunkle”,at the club meeting to sign up 
for membership 
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2025 CLUB MEETING CALENDAR  
All meetings held at American Legion Post #1, 364 N. 7th Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85003 

JANUARY 2025 

Tuesday7th 7pm  
Seminar/Speaker:  
 
B&B Session 18th 

FEBRUARY 2025 

Tuesday 4th 7pm  
Seminar/Speaker:  
 
B&B Session 15th 

JULY 2025 

Tuesday 1st,7pm 
Seminar/Speaker:  
 
B&B Session 19th 

AUGUST 2025 

Tuesday 5th 7pm 
Event : Club Swapmeet 
 
B&B Session 16th 

MARCH 2025 

Tuesday 4th, 7pm 
Seminar/Speaker:  
 
B&B Session 15th 

SEPTEMBER 2025 

Tuesday 2nd 7pm 
Seminar/Speaker:   
 
B&B Session 20th 

APRIL 2025 

Tuesday 1st 7pm  
Seminar/Speaker:  How to transport 
models/Mike Mackowski 
 

OCTOBER 2025 

Tuesday 7th 7pm 
Seminar/Speaker:  
 
B&B Session 18th 

MAY 2025 

Tuesday 6th, 7pm 
Seminar/Speaker:  
 
B&B Session 17th 

NOVEMBER 2025 

Tuesday 4th 7pm 
Seminar/Speaker: 
 
B&B Session 15th 

JUNE 2025 

Tuesday 3rd 7pm 
Seminar/Speaker:  
 
B&B Session 21st 

DECEMBER 2025 

Tuesday 9th 7pm 
Event: White Elephant  
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April Raffle  

Tickets are $1 or six for $5.  
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Item A   1/700 Tamiya USS Hornet 
 
 
 
 
 

Item B   1/25 Revell 1969 BOSS 302 Mustang 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Item C   1/35 Hobby Boss M35 Mittlere Panzerwagen 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Item D   1/144 Revell Apollo Saturn V 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Item E    1/32 Kinetic F-86 Sabre 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Item F    1/43 Ferrari F642 F-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Item G   New from Hobby Depot: 1/72 Eduard P-51D Mustang “ProfiPack”  



 

 

The club meets at 7pm on the 
first Tuesday of each month at 
the American Legion Post #1 in 
Phoenix. Check the club website 
at www.ipms-phoenix.com for 
more meeting info. 

American Legion Post #1 
364 N. 7th Ave. 

Phoenix, AZ 85003 

The post is located South of I-10 
just a few blocks North of Van 
Buren. Look for the huge 
American flag. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
Desert Scale Classic  12th April (Flyer on last page) 

Modelzona 1st November 

 

2025 Chapter Officers 
President .............................. Kevin Henthorn ...............kdhenthorn@aol.com 

Vice President ..................... Scott Reigel ......................http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/ 

Secretary ............................. John Carroll .....................http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  

Treasurer ............................. Bill Dunkle .......................http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  

Member At Large………..Hal Sanguinetti………...http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  

Membership Chair……….Lyn Gorton…………...http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  

Webmaster .......................... Michael Ronnau ..............http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  

Newsletter Editor ............... Lyn Gorton ......................lyngorton@hotmail.com 

 

http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/


 

 

Useful Links 

Bjorn Jacobsen—Aircraft Dioramas                          www.dioramas-and-models.com 
Plasmo—good visual instructions on ―You Tube‖     just search for plasmo 
Trumpeter replacement parts                                   Joanna@trumpeter-china.com 
Special Hobby                                                           www.specialhobby.Ev/contact 
Tamiya—US                                                              support@Tamiya.com 
MRCsupport@modelrectifier.com 
Rivet detail and schematic drawings                        www.airwar.ru 
Fine Scale modeling techniques                              http://paulbudzik.com  
―How to ―Videos                                                       Youtube.com/Andyshobbyheadquarters 
Online magazine for all things avionic                     www.wingleadermagazine.co.uk  
Sky Harbor Informational site                                http://www.visitingphx.com/index.html  
Military Colors And Camouflage      http://www.theworldwars.net/resources/  

Info on Aircraft Tyres      https://www.jupitor.co.jp/pdf/michelin_aircraft.pdf 

Spare parts for Airfix                         support.airfix.com/hc/en-gb/articles/360019394159-Spare-Parts 

Video tour of USAF Museum in Ohio  https://aerodynamicmedia.com/usaf-museum-storage-video/ 
New digital magazine   www.phoenixscalepublications.co.uk 

Swiss page covering aviation.   

Wide range of military subjects, airshows, color profiles, etc.   WINGS-AVIATION, www.wings-aviation.ch. 

WW2 Video reference Site –Lots of Documentary DVD  www.victoryfilms.us 
 

 
 

If you have a good reference site let me have a brief description and a web address and we will 

keep this list as a reference. 
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The Corsair needs your help!  To keep this newsletter filled 
with all the great content, I need your help with content.  Here 
are some useful items that I can use to put together future is-
sues each month: 
 Kit reviews/In-box reviews 
 Website links 
 Modeling related articles 
 Commentary and featured columns 
 Neat, strange or otherwise shareable pictures 
 Book reviews 
 Trip and vacation write-ups 
Anything you have can be used.  Don‘t hesitate.  Even a few 
paragraphs are great. 

CONTENT NEEDED!!!! 

Join the IPMS/USA! 

$30 annual membership includes a one year subscription to the IPMS 

Journal. Visit www.ipmsusa.org to download a membership form. Or 

you can write to: 

IPMS/USA PO Box 1411 

Riverview, 

FL 33568-1411 

 

Membership also gives you access to the online Discussion Forum, where 

you can exchange ideas and information with other members of IPMS. 
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HK models 1/32 scale Lancaster Nose art which is 
basically the front end of their new 1/32 scale Lan-
caster. I chose to do the “S for Sugar “ variant which 
is on display at Hendon. It actually flew 137 missions.  
I do not have the room or funds to buy the full 1/32 
model but working with 1/32 means I can get a lot of 
detail into that cockpit. I invested in the Eduard 
cockpit PE set and am very pleased with the result. 

SUPPORT  YOUR  LOCAL  HOBBY  SHOP! 

RIGHT 
STUFF, 
RIGHT PRICE 

www.thehobbydepot.com 

 

109 E.Southern Ave. 
Tempe, AZ 85282 

www.airline-hobby.com 
Your One Stop Source for 

Scale Model Airliner Kits, Decals, 
Diecasts and Accessories 

HOBBY BENCH 
 

                               4240 W. Bell Rd. 
                                   NE corner  
                               43rd Ave. & Bell 

 602-995-1755 602-547-1828 

THE MAD MEATBALL 

 MIKE CHOLEWA 602-944-4096 

―DEALER IN PRE-OWNED PLASTIC‖ 

12629 NORTH 21ST DRIVE PHOENIX, AZ 85029 

Space modeling reference books 

by Mike Mackowski. 

www.spaceinminiature.com 
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SUPPORT  YOUR  LOCAL  HOBBY  SHOP! 
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