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Presidents Message 

Hello everyone, 

The polls are now open to vote for IPMS/USA National officers. We have one of our own on the ballot this year. 

Mike McFadden is running for Retention Secretary. Voting will close at midnight on September 1st. You can vote 

online (you would have received an e-mail on how to do this by now), you can vote by snail mail (a paper ballot is in 

the March/April IPMS Journal), or you can vote at the National Convention in August. 

We sold a lot of kits for the Group Build at the May meeting, and you can still get them at the June Meeting. I got 

mine, but I have not started it yet. I need to finish some of the six models that I am currently working on (or at least 

put them aside for a few months). Information about the Group Build is in the May Corsair. 

I did not have a presentation or seminar at the May meeting, so I would like to, again, reiterate the need for them. If 

you have a presentation or seminar that you would like to give, please let me know. 

I have a rhetorical question for all of you who have ever built a model: 

                Have you ever gotten so frustrated with kit that for a fleeting moment, you thought of destroying it just so 

you wouldn’t have to deal with it anymore? 

I have had that problem with the 1/48 Mig-29 on which I am currently working. I have not destroyed it yet, but I near-

ly ruined it unintentionally. I will keep working on it because I need to improve my skills, but you will never see it at 

a contest. Some of the aspects of modelling I perform so rarely that I forget them, let alone improve them. I need to 

put up a sign in my hobby room entitled something like this: 

                NEVER DO THIS AGAIN: 

And then leave plenty of room below the title to add mistakes and errors I do not want to repeat in the future. I expect 

that over time, it will be an extensive list. 

That is all I have for this month. Keep on modeling! 

Kevin 

kdhenthorn@aol.com 

mailto:kdhenthorn@aol.com
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Novice 

Bryan Guggemos 

Advanced 

Jeff Alderman 



 

 

        “Burma Banshee’s”  

                  “80th FG P-47 Razorback”  
                          By "Mark L. Rossmann 
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History 
The P-47 was an outstanding escort and ground attack aircraft and was the heaviest and largest single 
seat fighter built during WWII. It rose out of a humble beginning which saw its ancestors the P-35 and P-43 
fall short of expectations. 
 
 Early on the ―Jug‖ was used as an escort to the ETO heavies but was replaced as the P-51 came on-line; 
its best role was that of a ground attack aircraft both in the ETO, MTO, PTO and CBI theaters. P-47‘s was 
used by the U.S., British, French, Mexican, Brazilian and Russian air forces. 
 
 80th FG History 
On February 9, 1942, the 80th was activated at Selfridge Field, Michigan, with the 88th, 89th, and 90th 
Pursuit Squadrons, July of 1942, the name change to Fighter Group was made. By 1943 they were ready 
for combat after training in the P-47 Thunderbolt and later in the Curtis P-40.  
On May 10 1943, the 80th headed for Karachi India and October 1943 a fourth squadron, the 459th, was 
formed with P-38Hs and assigned to the Chittagong area near Calcutta. 
Then established a base in the Assam Valley just outside of northern Burma. The 80ths early prime mission 
was to escort and conduct combat air patrols for the cargo airlift to Kunming, China, the forgotten cam-
paign over the ‗Hump‘ of the Himalayas. Also 
October 1943 began offensive strikes in northern Burma to protect allied engineers building the Ledo 
Road. Interdiction missions targeted airfields, supply depots, troop concentrations, and bridges especially 
on the Burma Railway. 
Its motto, "Angels on our Wings," was aptly suited for this calling. The distinctive deaths head skull paint-
ed on each side of the engine cowling, sent a message that death and destruction was on the way to the 
Japanese. A belly mounted air siren was sometimes used, which created the ‗Banshee Wail, thus the nick-
name of ‗The Burma Banshees‘ These markings were a contrast to the shark jaws often seen on War-
hawks in U.S. and British service.   
Soon missions extended into northern Burma, with offensive strikes to prevent the establishment of enemy 
bases from which Allied airlift planes might be attacked. Attacks were made from the Myitkyina Airdrome, 
to reduce Japanese attacks on the Hump cargo planes. It was the only all-weather strip for the defense of 
Burma from the north.  

 
 From February 1944 through May 1944, a Herculean effort was made by the 80th group, to sup-
port Merrill's Marauders, Pick's Engineers and Stilwell's composite forces, during their drive down to 
Myitkyina. Countless dive bombing, (basically flying artillery for the ground forces that had great difficulty 
negotiating the treacherous Burma jungles with heavy equipment), strafing and napalm attacks were 
made, many as close as 50 yards from our own troops.  A particularly effective deadly weapon, when 
dropped on troops in the jungle was a land mine, which created terrific concussion. 
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Conversion 
June 1944 conversion from P-40 to P-47 began, and by July, the 89th began operating P-47s from bases in Assam. 
Attacking Japanese forces in the Bhamo, Loiwing and Lashio areas, which was not accessible using the P-40‘s. 
Finally, the 80th was the first USAAF fighter group to be stationed in Burma since the Japanese pushed out the Flying 
Tigers in 1942, at Tingkawk Sakan in August 1944. It had a 4000-foot gravel runway carved out of a 200-foot-high teak 
forest with temperatures running well above 100 degrees. 
In January 1945, it saw full operations from Myitkyina Burma, giving complete air superiority over northern Burma. The 
80th had other daily challenges in the form of dense jungles, temperatures sometimes soared to 140 degrees with hu-
midity near 100 percent. Crews worked in swarms of beetles, flies, and gnats. Sleeping required the use of mosquito 
netting with disease and fungi claiming more troops than opposing enemy fire.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The war ends 
By the spring of 1945, targets were becoming scarce as the war was drawing to a close. When the 80th Fighter Group 
left Myitkyina, they had launched 18,873 planes on 4,719 missions, destroyed more than 200 bridges, 80 enemy 
planes in the air or on the ground. It received the Distinguished Unit Citation for heroic defense of a critical Indian oil 
refinery. Shortly after the end of the war in September, the 80th returned to the United States and was deactivated on 
November 3, 1945. 
Model 
This is a Tamiya P-47 Razorback, all are aware of the high quality that this kit encompasses. The build took about 3 
weeks. The cowling was not attached so the painting was much easier to accomplish the red, white and blue squadron 
colors. The only problem can be getting the wheels in the proper position to the axel. 
Decal positioning for the head has a drawing on how to align the skull lines from the cowling to the main body. 
 
 Aircraft:  
Note: After the block number, Evansville aircraft were identified by the -RE suffix, while Farmingdale aircraft were giv-
en the -RA suffix. 
 
 Aircraft: ―00‖ – ‗Butter Bean II‘, P-47D-23-RA, 227454 – Unknown Disposition,   
Unit:   80th FG, Tenth AF, Myitkyina Burma, Feb. 1945. 
Pilot:  Col. Snyder D Grubbs – CO 80th FG, February thru April 1945. 
Model: Tamiya; P-47D Thunderbolt ―BubbleTop‖ Kit #90 1/48th  
Decals: THUNDER CALS - 48007, Burma Banshees 
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Paint:  
Tamiya sprays: TS-17 Aluminum, TS-15 Blue, TS-27 – Pure White, TS-28 Olive Drab 2,                   
                          TS-86 Pure Red, AS-20 Insignia White 
Tru-color Spray paint: TCP-4015 Gloss Dark Blue for the wing stripes.  
                                    (photos make it look black) 
 
 Conclusion: 
This is Tamiya. Pay attention to the alignment of the wheels to the axel. Can have flaps down or up, up position seems 
to be a bit more challenging to fit into the wing. The underwing identification lights need to be carefully cut through the 
decal for visibility. I do like how Hasegawa provides three different lenses to paint and can be inserted after the decal-
ing is completed. THUNDER CALS are top of the line with detail information. These last ones were done by Carto-
graphs new process. This one contains all you need to build one of the models, will need bar and stars and data from 
model sheet. All paints went on just fine, the only one is the white where I used and undercoating of AS-20 Insignia 
White first before using the Pure White, gives a better base to prevent bleed through. 

References:  
Decal Sheet 
P-47 Thunderbolt with the USAAF in the MTO, Asia and Pacific – SMI Library (Kagero)  
Armyaircorpmuseum.org site. 
Burmabanshees.com 

Respectfully, 
Mark L. Rossmann 
 
 In Memory of Norris Grazer (Passed April 2023) 
President and author of McKinstry IPMS Newsletter (Chicago Area), Owner THUNDER CALS / Contributor to P-47 De-

cals from Super Scale, Aero Master and Monogram Models. I had the honor to know Norris only by e-mail, for almost 2 

years, before his passing. He always responded to my inquires about P-47s, provided tips and references. I purchased 

directly from him all of his P-47 sets, only produced in 1/48th scale, printed by Cartograph. I had the unique distinction 

of receiving pics of his last Burma Banshee decals when they arrived at his house, in May of 2022. He asked I not 

share them until they were for sale. 

 
 Please see this link for his Memoriam by James Hohenzy: 
https://thundercals.com/in-memoriam-norris-graser/ 
 
 Additional pics from his products, one from his Super Scale contribution: 
Snafu – THUNDER CALS - 48-006 
Cockpit Trouble – THUNDER CALS - 48-004 
Coffey‘s Pot – Super Scale - 48-1074 

https://thundercals.com/in-memoriam-norris-graser/
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January:       No Contest 
 
February: Sci-Fi:   (Any scale, Figure, Vehicle. including 3-D printed) 
 
March: American Fighters WW2: 1/48 scale only  (Any American 

Made Fighter Aircraft flown by USA during WW2) 
 
April:        Armor:  (Any scale, Any armored land vehicle.  
  Wheel or Track driven) 
 
 May:        A Day at the Races:   
  (Any scale vehicle used for organized racing) 
 
 June:      Ships and Boats:  (Any scale, Civilian or Military) 
 
 July:        The British are Coming:   
  (Anything British; Ship, Vehicle, Figure, Airplane) 
 
 August:   No Contest / Club Swap Meet 
 
 September:  The Pacific:  
    (Any model, any scale representing the PTO and SEAC 
   campaigns during World War II) 
 
 October:       Peoples Choice: Any Model, Any scale.  
   (Judged and voted on by the present attendees of this  
   monthly meeting) 
 
 November:    The Great War WW1:  (Any model representing WW1) 
 
 December:    No Contest / Holiday White Elephant 
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        A Showcase of Imagination 
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We kicked off our 2025 Group Build Event at the May meeting with an enthusiastic response and 19 club members purchasing kits for 

the event. Several members purchased multiple models, so I’ll be looking forward to seeing what they do with them! 

As a reminder (full details were published in the May edition of the Corsair), the club has a variety of 1/72 Hobby Boss “Easy Assembly” 

aircraft kits which we are using for a group build and contest to showcase the creativity and imagination of our members. 

While fairly simple kits “out of the box” they are perhaps a good starting point for a creative adaptation. 

Possible ideas include: 

· Never-was paint schemes: WWI aces in a WWII plane or Air Demonstration Team that could have been. 

· Crashed, captured or abandoned planes 

· SciFi cross-over 

· Conversion into something entirely different 

· Put that spare parts box to use! 

The point is to take a kit which may not be very challenging and turn it into something that shows off modeling skills and imagination! 

We have close to 20 remaining kits which will be available for a $5.00 donation at the June meeting, for any club members who would 

like to join the project. 

P-51D Mustang IV 

F-84E Thunderjet 

F6F-5 Hellcat 

Spitfire MK Vb 

T-6G Texan 

F-84G Thunderjet 

F4F-4 Wildcat 

F6F-3 Hellcat 

Timeline and guidelines: 

· Kits will be available at the May and June meetings, or beyond so long as supplies last. 

· We will ask for a $5.00 donation per kit to cover contest expenses. 

· Multiple kits may be purchased for anyone wanting additional parts to Frankenstein kits together, etc.. 

· Builds can be displayed at the October meeting, where the scheduled monthly contest theme will be “People’s Choice”, Any model, 

Any scale. (Judged and voted on by the present attendees of this monthly meeting). 

· In addition to the regular contest, we’ll have a separate category and separate award for “Best Outside of the Box” build, as judged by 

those in attendance. 

· The “Outside of the Box” entries will count towards Modeler of the Year points as an additional contest, separate from the scheduled 

October theme. 

· Feel free to add any additional parts, decals, scratch building, modifications etc. The wilder the better! 

Some of the remaining kits which will be available at the June meeting: 

Bring your additional questions to the next club meeting. Our goal is to be as unrestrictive as possible, encourage participation from a 

large number of club members and, above all, to have FUN! 

June remaining kits 



 

 

Editors Corner 
By Lyn Gorton 
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A few months ago a question was asked about models that were donated to the 

A.M.M. 

A reply was received and can be seen below 

 

 Per our conversation last night during the club meeting, I made contact with the 

president of the Arizona Military Museum over at Papago that closed 2 years 

ago.  I've been informed that the models the club donated back in 2014 are still 

in the museum and are under lock-and-key.  The plan is to re-open the museum 

after the museum has been new regulations initiated by the Arizona National 

Guard.  Below if the contact information in case anyone in the club would like 

to follow-up. 

 

 Bill Hensell 

President  

Arizona Military Museum 

623-465-1265 

Another good turnout with over half of the club membership in attendance. There was no 

presentation at the May meeting and Kevin once again stressed that he is looking for people 

who could present something to the club. 

 

There is no “Where We Were” this month as I have a great article from Brian Baker on aircraft 

photography. You can find this on the next few pages 
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For only $1 a month you get all of this 
 
 Monthly club newsletter 
 Discounted club T-shirts 
 Modelzona 
 Monthly Raffle Prizes 
 Monthly contest awards 
 Annual club Awards party 
 And more 

Remember you have to be in good standing, 
to enter and win competitions, get a copy of 
the monthly newsletter sent directly to your 
email,and vote for anything that the club 
brings to the table. 
So Make sure to see Treasurer,  
“Bill Dunkle”,at the club meeting to sign up 
for membership 
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2025 CLUB MEETING CALENDAR  
All meetings held at American Legion Post #1, 364 N. 7th Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85003 

JANUARY 2025 

Tuesday7th 7pm  
Seminar/Speaker:  
 
B&B Session 18th 

FEBRUARY 2025 

Tuesday 4th 7pm  
Seminar/Speaker:  
 
B&B Session 15th 

JULY 2025 

Tuesday 1st,7pm 
Seminar/Speaker:  
 
B&B Session 19th 

AUGUST 2025 

Tuesday 5th 7pm 
Event : Club Swapmeet 
 
B&B Session 16th 

MARCH 2025 

Tuesday 4th, 7pm 
Seminar/Speaker:  
 
B&B Session 15th 

SEPTEMBER 2025 

Tuesday 2nd 7pm 
Seminar/Speaker:   
 
B&B Session 20th 

APRIL 2025 

Tuesday 1st 7pm  
Seminar/Speaker:  How to transport 
models/Mike Mackowski 
 

OCTOBER 2025 

Tuesday 7th 7pm 
Seminar/Speaker:  
 
B&B Session 18th 

MAY 2025 

Tuesday 6th, 7pm 
Seminar/Speaker:  
 
B&B Session 17th 

NOVEMBER 2025 

Tuesday 4th 7pm 
Seminar/Speaker: 
 
B&B Session 15th 

JUNE 2025 

Tuesday 3rd 7pm 
Seminar/Speaker:  
 
B&B Session 21st 

DECEMBER 2025 

Tuesday 9th 7pm 
Event: White Elephant  
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June Raffle  

Tickets are $1 or six for $5.  
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Item A   1/700 Hobby Boss Type IX B U-Boat 
 
 
 
 
Item B   1/72 MPM XP-59 Black Bullet 
 
 
 
 
Item C   1/48 Italeri M-48 Patton Tank 
 
 
 
 
 
Item D   1/25 AMT 1967 Chevelle SS396 
 
 
 
 
Item E    1/48 Eduard Bf-110F 
 
 
 
 
 
Item F    1/35 Bronco M22 “Locust” Airborne Tank 
 
 
 
 
 
Item G   New from Hobby Depot: 1/48 Airfix SEPECAT Jaguar GR.1 



 

 

The club meets at 7pm on the 
first Tuesday of each month at 
the American Legion Post #1 in 
Phoenix. Check the club website 
at www.ipms-phoenix.com for 
more meeting info. 

American Legion Post #1 
364 N. 7th Ave. 

Phoenix, AZ 85003 

The post is located South of I-10 
just a few blocks North of Van 
Buren. Look for the huge 
American flag. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
Modelzona 1st November (Flyer on last page) 

 

2025 Chapter Officers 
President .............................. Kevin Henthorn ...............kdhenthorn@aol.com 

Vice President ..................... Scott Reigel ......................http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/ 

Secretary ............................. John Carroll .....................http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  

Treasurer ............................. Bill Dunkle .......................http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  

Member At Large………..Hal Sanguinetti………...http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  

Membership Chair……….Lyn Gorton…………...http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  

Webmaster .......................... Michael Ronnau ..............http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  

Newsletter Editor ............... Lyn Gorton ......................lyngorton@hotmail.com 

 

http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/


 

 

Useful Links 

Bjorn Jacobsen—Aircraft Dioramas                          www.dioramas-and-models.com 
Plasmo—good visual instructions on ―You Tube‖     just search for plasmo 
Trumpeter replacement parts                                   Joanna@trumpeter-china.com 
Special Hobby                                                           www.specialhobby.Ev/contact 
Tamiya—US                                                              support@Tamiya.com 
MRCsupport@modelrectifier.com 
Rivet detail and schematic drawings                        www.airwar.ru 
Fine Scale modeling techniques                              http://paulbudzik.com  
―How to ―Videos                                                       Youtube.com/Andyshobbyheadquarters 
Online magazine for all things avionic                     www.wingleadermagazine.co.uk  
Sky Harbor Informational site                                http://www.visitingphx.com/index.html  
Military Colors And Camouflage      http://www.theworldwars.net/resources/  

Info on Aircraft Tyres      https://www.jupitor.co.jp/pdf/michelin_aircraft.pdf 

Spare parts for Airfix                         support.airfix.com/hc/en-gb/articles/360019394159-Spare-Parts 

Video tour of USAF Museum in Ohio  https://aerodynamicmedia.com/usaf-museum-storage-video/ 
New digital magazine   www.phoenixscalepublications.co.uk 

Swiss page covering aviation.   

Wide range of military subjects, airshows, color profiles, etc.   WINGS-AVIATION, www.wings-aviation.ch. 

WW2 Video reference Site –Lots of Documentary DVD  www.victoryfilms.us 
 

 
 

If you have a good reference site let me have a brief description and a web address and we will 

keep this list as a reference. 
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The Corsair needs your help!  To keep this newsletter filled 
with all the great content, I need your help with content.  Here 
are some useful items that I can use to put together future is-
sues each month: 
 Kit reviews/In-box reviews 
 Website links 
 Modeling related articles 
 Commentary and featured columns 
 Neat, strange or otherwise shareable pictures 
 Book reviews 
 Trip and vacation write-ups 
Anything you have can be used.  Don‘t hesitate.  Even a few 
paragraphs are great. 

CONTENT NEEDED!!!! 

Join the IPMS/USA! 

$30 annual membership includes a one year subscription to the IPMS 

Journal. Visit www.ipmsusa.org to download a membership form. Or 

you can write to: 

IPMS/USA PO Box 1411 

Riverview, 

FL 33568-1411 

 

Membership also gives you access to the online Discussion Forum, where 

you can exchange ideas and information with other members of IPMS. 
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HK models 1/32 scale Lancaster Nose art which is 
basically the front end of their new 1/32 scale Lan-
caster. I chose to do the “S for Sugar “ variant which 
is on display at Hendon. It actually flew 137 missions.  
I do not have the room or funds to buy the full 1/32 
model but working with 1/32 means I can get a lot of 
detail into that cockpit. I invested in the Eduard 
cockpit PE set and am very pleased with the result. 

SUPPORT  YOUR  LOCAL  HOBBY  SHOP! 

RIGHT 
STUFF, 
RIGHT PRICE 

www.thehobbydepot.com 

 

109 E.Southern Ave. 
Tempe, AZ 85282 

www.airline-hobby.com 
Your One Stop Source for 

Scale Model Airliner Kits, Decals, 
Diecasts and Accessories 

HOBBY BENCH 
 

                               4240 W. Bell Rd. 
                                   NE corner  
                               43rd Ave. & Bell 

 602-995-1755 602-547-1828 

THE MAD MEATBALL 

 MIKE CHOLEWA 602-944-4096 

―DEALER IN PRE-OWNED PLASTIC‖ 

12629 NORTH 21ST DRIVE PHOENIX, AZ 85029 

Space modeling reference books 

by Mike Mackowski. 

www.spaceinminiature.com 
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SUPPORT  YOUR  LOCAL  HOBBY  SHOP! 
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