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Presidents Message 

Hello everyone, 
I hope that those of you who attended Modelzona 2024.5 had a wonderful 
time. I certainly did, and I was kept busy the entire day. I did not come away 
with any trophies, but I won more than my fair share of Raffle prizes.  
Very soon it will be time to get ready for Modelzona 2025 on November 1st. 
I would like to reiterate the need for seminars or presentations for this year  
because at this time, I have none. If you have a presentation or seminar that 
you would like to give, please let me know. 
I have been trying to do some modeling as often as I can. I am currently  
working on a couple of aircraft that have been on my desk for just over a year. I 
am still working on some figures for Warhammer, and I have found something 
new, at least new to me. It is another table-top game with miniatures. These 
are warships during the Age of Sail, specifically, the Napoleonic Wars and that 
period.  
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Presidents Message Continued 

The game is called Black Seas, and it uses ship models that require assembly 
and paint. They are all 1/700 scale, and represent ships from several nations, 
notably British, French, Spanish, and American. Here is a picture of a few of 
the ships that I have. The two in the foreground are US Brigs with eighteen 
guns each which I have assembled and primed. They are made entirely of in-
jection-molded plastic. The background ship to the left is the hull of the HMS 
Victory with 102 guns, and the one on the right is the USS Constitution with fif-
ty-two guns. These hulls are of cast resin and the masts (not pictured) are of 
cast metal. The kits include thread for rigging, printed paper sails and flags, 
and acetate (clear) printed ratlines, which are the rope “ladders” used to climb 
up into the rigging. The ships are waterline models, so no bases are needed. I 
almost started building wooden ship models many years ago and wanted to 
start with the HMS Victory at about 1/75 scale. That model would have been 
over four feet in length. I think it wiser of me to start smaller and build one that 
is only about four inches long. 
That is all I have for this month. Keep on modeling! 
Kevin 
kdhenthorn@aol.com 

mailto:kdhenthorn@aol.com
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February Display 
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February Competition (Sci Fi) 
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Advanced Winner 

Chris Porche 

GroBer Hund 

Novice Winner 

Mark Eason 

Millennium Falcon Crash 

Scene 



 

 

Secretaries Minutes 
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Called to order: 7:00 PM 

Kevin (El President) – Still in need of presentation\seminars from the club members, he did one on 

using Citadel paints. FUN FACT: I met Kevin at a Bill Dunkle figure paint class at the old Hobby 

Depot location we work on shading use just the black and white paint from Citadel on a racing team 

figure. 

Contest: February Contest was SCI-FI 

Visitor: 

Craig Danielson IPMS member for over 30 years. Brought in a plethora old magazine for various 

source for club members to have. 

Chris Devirgilio aka Virgil: Support Photographer, build cci-fi, fantasy, diorama, Figures, 3D Print-

ing and Laser cutting. He brought is nice key chains with Craig Hewitt. 

James Niel (Canada) – self-described SNOWBIRD has been off and on while in this fine state of Ari-

zona, once in 2011 and 2016/2017 builds 1/48 aircraft??? Between WWI and Korean War. 

Scott (Veep): Had 9 kits for the meeting auction including one donated by Dick of Hobby Depot. FYI 

from the Veep you can seen what will be in raffle for the upcoming meeting in Corsair that which 

sent the week before the meeting to members in good standing…more to follow on this. 

Treasurer (Bill): Club is still in fantastic shape. As of the meeting not all numbers but the continue is 

streak at turning a profit at Modelzona. He extended his thank you to everyone involved for there 

time and effort. As well as the financial support by purchasing trophy package (unofficial number is 

that 90% sold). Bill also commented how continuing to turn a profit allows us to keep doing things 

like the picnic\BBQ, the award dinner with discounted price for club members & spouse and more 

kits for the raffle. After all the expenses are paid a final financial report for Modelzona will be provid-

ed. 

Membership Administrator (Lyn): As of the meeting 70% of members had renewed or paid their 

dues. If you have not paid by the March meeting your name will be removed from the roster. Which 

prompt Lyn to reach out you personally via email. Other than for receiving the Corsair newsletter (if 

stop receiving then chances are and I quote ―you have been disposed‖), we be updating the modelers 

contact list which emailed to member in good standing once a year. If are new and want to be on the 

list and receive a copy, email Lyn saying you want to be on the list, what you build and confirm you 

understand the list with your information with members in good standing. If you are already on the 

list no need to reapply. 

Chapter Contact (Scott): He not available at the meeting. However, you can always go onto the IPMS 

USA site for information, all be not as in depth as Scott may provide. 

Member at Larger (Hal): Was in the middle of enjoying his evening meal when called upon but had 

nothing to report this month. 

Contest Chair (Terry): 

Modelzona: - Wendell went in comedian mode with a MA (Modelers Anonymous) joke about the last 

time he build\seen a model. Followed by an express of his gratitude to club (members and e-board) 

for their support physically and momentarily. Gave a shout out to Sam and son assistant with Make n’ 

Take as well as those who took photograph of models. 

Total number of models was 647. 
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Mike Ronnau – discussed his success from the vendor perspective, say the was his best 1 day show. 

Want the open the discussion of Skip the November 2025 Modelzona (save the money) and start doing 

show in spring. Lyn added to the discussion for admission viewpoint about running out of the 500 to 550 

wristbands allocated. Keith Pieper, commented that could have been an anomaly, cautioned make that 

move. A proposal was made to move Modelzona to the February vs November. Tidbits and comments 

were lobbed referencing other club shows happening around same times, as well as inputs from, contest-

ants, vendors, and visitors. Steve Collins then busted in with the motion to form a committee, over 

whelming second and approved. 

OLD BUSINESS: - Laurie wanted to thank everyone that came out to Awards Dinner for 2024 at 

Chompie’s. She will be soliciting input from the club, be on the look out for survey in Corsair. For those 

that attend she would like to know thought what you did or did not like. For those that did not attend she 

would like to know simply why. 

Kevin recapped the Annual Award Winners 

Scott (Veep) Reigel – Member of the Year 

Carlos Cisnero – Builder of the Year 

Brian Baker – Lifetime Membership 

Arjan Sansar – Rookie of the Year 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Paul Varda scooped up the Fine Scale magazine the Craig brought in. He plans to send them to a compa-

ny for digitalization. Once completed he will provide information on where members can view the digital 

magazines. (from ―The SEC‖) This would be a great link to at to Corsair and Website. 



 

 

  Silent Observer: Reflections on My First Scale Model Show 

                                                        By Christopher ―Virgil‖ Di Virgilio 
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The Decision to Compete 

After years of building models in relative solitude, I finally decided to venture out to my first scale 

model contest this February - the IMPS Craig Hewitt Chapter's Modelzona show. For years, I had 

been trying to make it to the annual WonderFest model contest in Louisville, KY, but my work 

schedule had always clashed with the dates. This local Phoenix show seemed like a perfect  

opportunity to finally get my feet wet in model contests. The process started simply enough - a $5 

entrance fee to get in, followed by registering my  two models for the competition. I paid the entry 

fees for both pieces, filled out the necessary forms, and got my contestant number. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Morning Setup Drama 

The event was held at the Shriners Auditorium in Phoenix, Arizona, which was fairly easy to find, 

with several signs directing attendees to the main exhibition hall. I brought two older builds to enter 

in the competition: a 1:8 scale figure of Dave Bowman from 2001: A Space Odyssey and a studio-

scale AT-ST walker from Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back. The morning didn't start smoothly - 

while setting up the AT-ST, one of the pilot window shields broke off. Great, now I'll have to try 

and reattach this tiny part of armor with my trembly hands for all to see. And of course, I hadn't 

thought to bring any super glue with me, so my first interaction with the vendors was a rushed 

search for adhesive to do an emergency field repair. Not exactly how I'd planned to start my first 

contest experience, though it's probably part of the contest experience I'm sure ... transport and setup 

seems to invite these last-minute challenges ... as does a trembling hand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

First Impressions 

Walking in, I was immediately struck by the sheer number of  

models on display. Tables stretched across the room, each laden with carefully crafted aircraft, tanks, 

ships, and figures. The quality of work was impressive, ranging from beginners to what I could only 

describe as museum-worthy pieces. I couldn't help but notice how the sci-fi category, where my entries 

were placed, was  

relatively small compared to the overwhelming presence of World War II aircraft and vehicles. These 

historical pieces dominated the show floor, with what seemed like endless variations of  

aircraft, ships, tanks and diorama. (Actually one of my favorite form of build). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning from Others 

I spent the first hour or so wandering between the tables, studying the different techniques and  

approaches other builders had used. There was some truly remarkable work on display, particularly in 

the figure category. I was especially impressed by how some builders achieved incredibly  

realistic skin tones and managed to paint eyes with such precision and life-like quality - definitely  

techniques I'd love to master for my future figure builds. 
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The Vendor Experience 

The vendor area was well-stocked, with several sellers offering kits at decent prices. I browsed  

quietly through their offerings, picking up a few specialized tools and gadgets that caught my eye. I 

am a sucker for the gadget. It was interesting to see some of the rare kits on display, even if I didn't 

end up buying much beyond my emergency repair supplies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Dynamics 

I did have one interesting conversation with a builder who came up from Tucson, who shared details 

about his impressively detailed NASA lunar lander build. Beyond that, my typical introverted  

personality kept me mostly to myself. While the staff was helpful and friendly, not many of the other 

builders went out of their way to engage with me. There were a few attempts at small talk, but being 

uncomfortable with casual conversation, I found myself struggling to maintain these brief  

interactions. 
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The Judging Process 

I found myself fascinated watching the judging process, something I knew nothing about before  

today. The judges methodically examined each model with an intensity I hadn't expected, even  

using flashlights to peer into cockpits and check the details in shadowed areas. It was eye-opening to 

see how thoroughly they scrutinized every aspect of the builds. I certainly didn't envy their task -  

having to choose winners among so many well-crafted pieces must have been challenging. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Awards and Departure 

The awards ceremony itself was less than climactic - it simply consisted of plaques being placed next 

to the winning models. Each category appeared to have first, second, third place winners and a best of 

show, but there was no formal announcement or explanation of why certain models won or who had 

built them. Being new to contests, I wasn't sure if this was standard procedure or not.  

Almost immediately after the awards were placed, people began packing up their builds. Taking my 

cue from the veterans, I quickly followed suit. 
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Final Thoughts 

Despite the impressive models and available vendors, there wasn't much to actually do beyond  

looking at static displays. From what I've read and heard about WonderFest, they have guest  

speakers and panels throughout the day to keep attendees engaged. Something like that would have 

been welcome here - the day felt long with so much sitting around. Still, my overall impressions 

were good, even if the format left me wishing for more interactive content to fill the time. 

Would I go again? Maybe. The event was well-organized, and I certainly learned some things from 

studying other builders' work. But the experience left me feeling somewhat flat. Perhaps I had built 

up unrealistic expectations, imagining more interactive demonstrations or workshops. 

For now, I think I'll focus on applying some of the techniques I observed to my current projects. 

Maybe next time I'll feel more confident about my entries - while I was proud of my Dave Bowman 

figure and AT-ST walker, seeing the level of craftsmanship around me has definitely inspired me to 

push my skills further. 
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January:       No Contest 
 
February: Sci-Fi:   (Any scale, Figure, Vehicle. including 3-D printed) 
 
March: American Fighters WW2: 1/48 scale only  (Any American 

Made Fighter Aircraft flown by USA during WW2) 
 
April:        Armor:  (Any scale, Any armored land vehicle.  
  Wheel or Track driven) 
 
 May:        A Day at the Races:   
  (Any scale vehicle used for organized racing) 
 
 June:      Ships and Boats:  (Any scale, Civilian or Military) 
 
 July:        The British are Coming:   
  (Anything British; Ship, Vehicle, Figure, Airplane) 
 
 August:   No Contest / Club Swap Meet 
 
 September:  The Pacific:  
    (Any model, any scale representing the PTO and SEAC 
   campaigns during World War II) 
 
 October:       Peoples Choice: Any Model, Any scale.  
   (Judged and voted on by the present attendees of this  
   monthly meeting) 
 
 November:    The Great War WW1:  (Any model representing WW1) 
 
 December:    No Contest / Holiday White Elephant 
 
  



 

 

Editors Corner 
By Lyn Gorton 
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A good attendance at the February meeting saw the club president Kevin Henthorn give a presentation on 

some of the techniques that he uses when painting mini figures. This is a growing modeler art form alough it 

has been around for a few years mainly in the gaming field (Warhammer). Paints and materials have  

developed over the years and Kevin demonstrated a variety of Techniques and materials. Kevin has no real 

desire to get into the gaming side but does enjoy the painting as you can see from some of the pictures of his  

subjects 

Kevin also presented Arjan Sansar with his award of Rookie of the Year—well done Arjan you are an inspiration 

to our club members 

Also an inspiration is Chris Di Virgilio who is one of our newest club 

members who took the time and effort to write a piece  giving his  

impressions on his first model show, which just happened to be  

Modelzona. 

A very nice piece Chris and I am sure the modelzona committee will give 

much thought to some of your observations. You can read the article on 

page 13-17 



 

 

Where We Were 
Dirty Plastic March 1974 

THE CORSAIR PAGE 20 March 2025 

 



 

 

Where We Were 
Dirty Plastic March1974 

THE CORSAIR PAGE 21 March 2025 

 



 

 

Where We Were 
Dirty Plastic March 1974 

THE CORSAIR PAGE 22 March 2025 

 



 

 

Where We Were 
Dirty Plastic March 1974 

THE CORSAIR PAGE 23 March 2025 

 



 

 

Where We Were 
Dirty Plastic March 1974 

THE CORSAIR PAGE 24 March 2025 

 



 

 

Where We Were 
Dirty Plastic March 1974 

THE CORSAIR PAGE 25 March 2025 

 



 

 

Where We Were 
Dirty Plastic March 1974 

THE CORSAIR PAGE 26 March 2025 

 



 

 

Where We Were 

THE CORSAIR PAGE 27 March 2025 

 



 

 

For only $1 a month you get all of this 
 
 Monthly club newsletter 
 Discounted club T-shirts 
 Modelzona 
 Monthly Raffle Prizes 
 Monthly contest awards 
 Annual club Awards party 
 And more 

Remember you have to be in good standing, 
to enter and win competitions, get a copy of 
the monthly newsletter sent directly to your 
email,and vote for anything that the club 
brings to the table. 
So Make sure to see Treasurer,  
“Bill Dunkle”,at the club meeting to sign up 
for membership 
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2025 CLUB MEETING CALENDAR  
All meetings held at American Legion Post #1, 364 N. 7th Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85003 

JANUARY 2025 

Tuesday7th 7pm  
Seminar/Speaker:  
 
B&B Session 18th 

FEBRUARY 2025 

Tuesday 4th 7pm  
Seminar/Speaker:  
 
B&B Session 15th 

JULY 2025 

Tuesday 1st,7pm 
Seminar/Speaker:  
 
B&B Session 19th 

AUGUST 2025 

Tuesday 5th 7pm 
Event : Club Swapmeet 
 
B&B Session 16th 

MARCH 2025 

Tuesday 4th, 7pm 
Seminar/Speaker:  
 
B&B Session 15th 

SEPTEMBER 2025 

Tuesday 2nd 7pm 
Seminar/Speaker:   
 
B&B Session 20th 

APRIL 2025 

Tuesday 1st 7pm  
Seminar/Speaker:   
 
B&B Session 19th 

OCTOBER 2025 

Tuesday 7th 7pm 
Seminar/Speaker:  
 
B&B Session 18th 

MAY 2025 

Tuesday 6th, 7pm 
Seminar/Speaker:  
 
B&B Session 17th 

NOVEMBER 2025 

Tuesday 4th 7pm 
Seminar/Speaker: 
 
B&B Session 15th 

JUNE 2025 

Tuesday 3rd 7pm 
Seminar/Speaker:  
 
B&B Session 21st 

DECEMBER 2025 

Tuesday 9th 7pm 
Event: White Elephant  
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March Raffle  

Tickets are $1 or six for $5.  
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Item A   Tool: “The Chopper” 
 
 
 
 

Item B   1/32 Hasegawa NakajimaK1-43 Oscar 
 
 
 
 
 

Item C   1/74 Glencoe WWI Subchaser 
 
 
 
 
 

Item D   1/24 Fujimi Ford GT40 
 
 
 
 

Item E    1/48 Hasegawa “Thunderbirds” F-16C 

 
 
 
 

Item F    1/35 Italeri M108 Self-Propelled Howitzer 
 
 
 
 

Item G   1/48 Classic Airframes B.P. Defiant 
 
 
 
 
 

Item H   New from Hobby Depot: 1/12 Revell ’69 Camaro Z/28 
 



 

 

The club meets at 7pm on the 
first Tuesday of each month at 
the American Legion Post #1 in 
Phoenix. Check the club website 
at www.ipms-phoenix.com for 
more meeting info. 

American Legion Post #1 
364 N. 7th Ave. 

Phoenix, AZ 85003 

The post is located South of I-10 
just a few blocks North of Van 
Buren. Look for the huge 
American flag. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
Desert Scale Classic  12th April (Flyer on last page) 

Modelzona 1st November 

 

2025 Chapter Officers 
President .............................. Kevin Henthorn ...............kdhenthorn@aol.com 

Vice President ..................... Scott Reigel ......................http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/ 

Secretary ............................. John Carroll .....................http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  

Treasurer ............................. Bill Dunkle .......................http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  

Member At Large………..Hal Sanguinetti………...http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  

Membership Chair……….Lyn Gorton…………...http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  

Webmaster .......................... Michael Ronnau ..............http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  

Newsletter Editor ............... Lyn Gorton ......................lyngorton@hotmail.com 

 

http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/


 

 

Useful Links 

Bjorn Jacobsen—Aircraft Dioramas                          www.dioramas-and-models.com 
Plasmo—good visual instructions on “You Tube”     just search for plasmo 
Trumpeter replacement parts                                   Joanna@trumpeter-china.com 
Special Hobby                                                           www.specialhobby.Ev/contact 
Tamiya—US                                                              support@Tamiya.com 
MRCsupport@modelrectifier.com 
Rivet detail and schematic drawings                        www.airwar.ru 
Fine Scale modeling techniques                              http://paulbudzik.com  
“How to “Videos                                                       Youtube.com/Andyshobbyheadquarters 
Online magazine for all things avionic                     www.wingleadermagazine.co.uk  
Sky Harbor Informational site                                http://www.visitingphx.com/index.html  
Military Colors And Camouflage      http://www.theworldwars.net/resources/  

Info on Aircraft Tyres      https://www.jupitor.co.jp/pdf/michelin_aircraft.pdf 

Spare parts for Airfix                         support.airfix.com/hc/en-gb/articles/360019394159-Spare-Parts 

Video tour of USAF Museum in Ohio  https://aerodynamicmedia.com/usaf-museum-storage-video/ 
New digital magazine   www.phoenixscalepublications.co.uk 

Swiss page covering aviation.   

Wide range of military subjects, airshows, color profiles, etc.   WINGS-AVIATION, www.wings-aviation.ch. 

WW2 Video reference Site –Lots of Documentary DVD  www.victoryfilms.us 
 

 
 

If you have a good reference site let me have a brief description and a web address and we will 

keep this list as a reference. 
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The Corsair needs your help!  To keep this newsletter filled 
with all the great content, I need your help with content.  Here 
are some useful items that I can use to put together future is-
sues each month: 
 Kit reviews/In-box reviews 
 Website links 
 Modeling related articles 
 Commentary and featured columns 
 Neat, strange or otherwise shareable pictures 
 Book reviews 
 Trip and vacation write-ups 
Anything you have can be used.  Don’t hesitate.  Even a few 
paragraphs are great. 

CONTENT NEEDED!!!! 

Join the IPMS/USA! 

$30 annual membership includes a one year subscription to the IPMS 

Journal. Visit www.ipmsusa.org to download a membership form. Or 

you can write to: 

IPMS/USA PO Box 1411 

Riverview, 

FL 33568-1411 

 

Membership also gives you access to the online Discussion Forum, where 

you can exchange ideas and information with other members of IPMS. 
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HK models 1/32 scale Lancaster Nose art which is 
basically the front end of their new 1/32 scale Lan-
caster. I chose to do the “S for Sugar “ variant which 
is on display at Hendon. It actually flew 137 missions.  
I do not have the room or funds to buy the full 1/32 
model but working with 1/32 means I can get a lot of 
detail into that cockpit. I invested in the Eduard 
cockpit PE set and am very pleased with the result. 

SUPPORT  YOUR  LOCAL  HOBBY  SHOP! 

RIGHT 
STUFF, 
RIGHT PRICE 

www.thehobbydepot.com 

 

109 E.Southern Ave. 
Tempe, AZ 85282 

www.airline-hobby.com 
Your One Stop Source for 

Scale Model Airliner Kits, Decals, 
Diecasts and Accessories 

HOBBY BENCH 
 

                               4240 W. Bell Rd. 
                                   NE corner  
                               43rd Ave. & Bell 

 602-995-1755 602-547-1828 

THE MAD MEATBALL 

 MIKE CHOLEWA 602-944-4096 

“DEALER IN PRE-OWNED PLASTIC” 

12629 NORTH 21ST DRIVE PHOENIX, AZ 85029 

Space modeling reference books 

by Mike Mackowski. 

www.spaceinminiature.com 
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SUPPORT  YOUR  LOCAL  HOBBY  SHOP! 
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