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Presidents Message 
Hello everyone, 

We had a nice turnout at the April Meeting. Mike Makowski gave a presentation on 
transporting your models by creating custom boxes for them. Mike has been doing this 
for decades and has learned how to properly support the model, and the need to 
make some parts removable for transport. 

On other matters, the committee has decided to continue with Modelzona on the first 
Saturday in November of each year (the 1

st 
in 2025 and November 7

th
 in 2026). 

Check out this edition of the Corsair for information on an upcoming Group Build for 
the club. I am already thinking of what I can create for the build/contest. 

I would like to reiterate the need for seminars or presentations for this year. Currently, I 
have only two planned. If you have a presentation or seminar that you would like to 
give, please let me know. 

On a personal note, I am still working on a couple of 1/72 Spitfires, a 1/48 Mig-29 two-
seater, a 1/144 scale Folk Wulf Fw190, and a couple of the smaller 1/700 scale ships 
for a miniature game. I may have to put most of that aside if I work on an aircraft for 
the Group Build. 

That is all I have for this month. Keep on modeling! 

Kevin 

kdhenthorn@aol.com 

mailto:kdhenthorn@aol.com
mailto:kdhenthorn@aol.com
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     April Competition Winner 
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Dekker Zimmerman 

T72 



 

 

    My 2025 KIT KOMMITMENT 

     John Carroll 
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What it do Craig Hewitt members, you all know me I more of collector versus a builder…LOL. Changes 

are a coming, here are the model kits I plan to complete or start for 2025 including the few stretches and 

evaluation of shelf Queens or Kings however you choose to refer to them. Hmmm shelf Queens\Kings, 

sound like another monthly feature article to think about have members share. 

 

Meng BMX Z4 M40i – Started this during the Build and Bull at post. Plan was to have ready for upcom-

ing Desert Scale Classic. Unfortunately, I had to post pone attending due another aspect of personal life 

the means a great deal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AMT 2021 Dodger Charger R/T (go figure I own 2 of these) - I this was also of the Desert Scale Classic. 

Salvinos JR Models Chate Elliot 2023 Chevrolet Camaro ZL1 – This will be for club monthly contest. 

Takom M9-ACE combat earthmover – Picked this up at 2024.5 Modelzona, accepting Keith Pipers, chal-

lenge to complete this model. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Tamiya North American P-51B Mustang – I think this my unofficial airplane because of how many I 

own. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H3 Models Vietnam War US Rifleman (not pictured) – The figure was originally the Verlinden 

Polish Light Horse Lance Officer Napoleonic, but in that change because of trade with Chris Roben-

son. I purchased two these 120mm figures from Bill at the San Marcos National for Chris and myself. 

He crushed his, entered and awarded at 2024.5 Modelzona. He enjoyed the figure wants to do another 

thus the trade was born. 
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Shelf Queen\Kings or Stretches: 

· Tamiya 2009 Yamaha YZR -M 

· Revell (level 3) Porsche Panamera Turbo 

· Revell (level 3) Porsche 918 Spyder 

· 1966 Pontiac GTO and 1967 GT-350 Shelby are head to the dumpster or will keep several pieces as 

spare parts for the 1 or 2 each not stared in the stash. 

I have some will do one for May let us know if you want contribute one of these articles. 



 

 

It’s frequently necessary to transport your models to a contest or exhibit of some sort. To accomplish this without damaging your  

creation requires a protective box. Different approaches can be used, depending on the size of the model and how far you are traveling. 

These boxes are also useful if you need to store your models or if you are planning to move your residence. The idea behind a protec-

tive enclosure is to support the model in such a way to keep the small fragile elements away from the walls of the box and the  

supporting materials. Antennas, landing gear, gun barrels, etc. need to be ―free floating‖ so there is no chance of them bumping into 

anything else in the box. This generally means that you need to anchor the model to the box at a sturdy part of the body of the model. 

This is pretty straightforward for tanks and cars, as the can just sit on their treads or wheels and then have the sides boxed in with 

chunks of foam. Aircraft are a bit more of a challenge. I try to anchor an aircraft (or spacecraft) model by the fuselage and lift it so it is 

not sitting on its landing gear. Your model is likely to get bumped around during transport, and that puts stress on fragile landing gear. 

My approach is to make a foam cradle that supports an aircraft model in at least a couple of places along the length of the fuselage. 

(The green foam used in many examples here is upholstery foam purchased at Joanns.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                         Fig. 1. Custom foam tray for B-58 and XV-1 models 

 

 Figure 1 shows an example of this cradle design for 1/72 scale B-58 model. Note how the B-58 is actually supported on its wings, not 

the landing gear. Foam blocks at the back of the wings keep it from moving backwards and more foam at the wingtips and in front of 

the engines keep it from moving forward. Additional foam blocks keep it from moving side to side. This approach ensures that the nose 

probe, landing gear, nor tail fin can touch the box. Of course, this design is only good for local travel, as the model may come out of 

the cradle is the box if tipped sideways. If you were shipping this model, or taking it on an airline trip, you could add similar protective 

foam on the top of the model to keep it from moving vertically. Note that all of the foam blocks are glued (using Alene’s Tacky Glue) 

to a removable cardboard base. You will also note the small cardboard ―handles‖ glued to the base that enables one to remove the mod-

el while still in the cradle. Taking the model out of the foam cradle is easier once the cradle is out of the box. On the right side of Fig-

ure 1, you will see the small McDonnell Aircraft XV-1 Convertiplane helicopter model. It simply sits on a foam base and is secured via 

toothpicks stuck in the foam. Since the model has skids rather than fragile landing gear, it does not need a raised cradle. Being a much 

smaller and lighter model, toothpicks are more than adequate to enable it to survive a car trip to a meeting or show. Additionally, using 

toothpicks on a foam base is readily reconfigurable for other models. This is more economical than cutting foam into a permanent 

transport tray, but is only practical for smaller, lighter models. Figure 2 shows another example of this approach. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

           Fig. 2. A 1/72 scale aircraft (or a few) can be transported using toothpicks to keep them from moving on a foam base. 

 

 

                           ―How to Transport Your Models‖ 

                                                By Mike Mackowski    
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Many of you know that I specialize in historical space models, so I have built a lot of boxes and transportation cradles for those types of 

models. Many of these are capsules or rockets with no landing gear. The Gemini shown in Figure 3 used the same basic approach as the 

foam cradle design. This model was built as a commission and needed to be shipped in the mail. Fortunately, it was small, and using some 

foamboard with small bits of foam provided a secure yet padded cradle. The model has the hatch glued in an open position, so this was  

perhaps the most fragile feature and needed to be protected. Note the foam ―bumpers‖ at the front and rear of the model and the padded  

cradle in the lid of the box to prevent any movement in any direction during shipping. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Fig. 3. Foamboard adds some strength to this cradle for a 1/48 scale Gemini model 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4 shows a large Soyuz model being packed for shipping by mail. On the left you can see the hinged lid to the cradle that prevents the 

model from any vertical motion. Generally I’ll make this inner cradle/box and then pack it inside a larger box to provide a double-walled 

package that can be mailed with a bit more protection. 

Fig. 4. Green upholstery foam works great to cradle models in a custom box 

The Gemini lab in Figure 5 had no antennas or open hatches, so a simpler approach was used for taking this model in my carry-on bag on an 

airliner to the IPMS National Convention. It had a cylindrical shape so was wrapped in bubble-wrap and loose pieces of foam  

(some recycled from electronics packaging) were crammed around the edges to keep it well away from the walls of the box. 

 

 Fig. 5. Using foam and bubble wrap for a Gemini model 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              ―How to Transport Your Models‖ 

                                                By Mike Mackowski   
 

 

THE CORSAIR PAGE 14 May 2025 



 

 

Figures 6 and 7 show more examples of how to use corrugated cardboard (or foamboard) and upholstery foam can be used to cradle 

models in a box. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Fig. 6. Often you can pack several small models in one box 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Fig. 7. Packing foam was cut to create cradles supporting this Buran model 

 

 Many years ago I built this Skylab model while I was still in college, Figure 8. I knew in advance it would be moved around across 

the country a few times, so it was designed to have all the fragile elements (solar panels, antennas, Apollo capsule) removable. Fig-

ure 9 shows how a shoebox proved to be the right size for making a sectioned box where I used tissues and foam to secure the sec-

tions of the model. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                         Fig. 8. The solar panels can be removed on this 1/96 scale   

                                                                          Skylab model to allow safe transport 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Fig. 9. Some foam and tissues have kept this Skylab model intact over many moves since I built it in 1974. 

              ―How to Transport Your Models‖ 

                                                By Mike Mackowski   
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2025 Club Contest Themes 
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January:       No Contest 
 
February: Sci-Fi:   (Any scale, Figure, Vehicle. including 3-D printed) 
 
March: American Fighters WW2: 1/48 scale only  (Any American 

Made Fighter Aircraft flown by USA during WW2) 
 
April:        Armor:  (Any scale, Any armored land vehicle.  
  Wheel or Track driven) 
 
 May:        A Day at the Races:   
  (Any scale vehicle used for organized racing) 
 
 June:      Ships and Boats:  (Any scale, Civilian or Military) 
 
 July:        The British are Coming:   
  (Anything British; Ship, Vehicle, Figure, Airplane) 
 
 August:   No Contest / Club Swap Meet 
 
 September:  The Pacific:  
    (Any model, any scale representing the PTO and SEAC 
   campaigns during World War II) 
 
 October:       Peoples Choice: Any Model, Any scale.  
   (Judged and voted on by the present attendees of this  
   monthly meeting) 
 
 November:    The Great War WW1:  (Any model representing WW1) 
 
 December:    No Contest / Holiday White Elephant 
 
  



 

 

  Outside of the Box 

        A Showcase of Imagination 
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We’re pleased to announce the kickoff of a Group Build event for members of the Craig 

Hewett IPMS Chapter. The club has a large number of 1/72 Hobby Boss ―Easy Assembly‖ aircraft 

kits available which we would like to utilize for a group build and contest to showcase the creativity 

and imagination of our members. These Hobby Boss kits, while modern kits with nice surface detail 

and accurate proportions, are designed to be easy to assemble with a minimum part count and one 

piece wings and fuselages. Not stunning kits ―out of the box‖, put perhaps a good starting point for a 

creative adaptation.Start thinking: 

· Never-was paint schemes: WWI aces in a WWII plane or Air Demonstration Team that could     

    have been. 

· Crashed, captured or abandoned planes 

· Air racers or sky pirates 

· SciFi cross-over 

· Conversion into something entirely different 

The point is to take a kit which may not be very challenging and turn it into something that  

shows off modeling skills and imagination. 

The club has over 40 kits available, representing a variety of aircraft. Quantities of some of  

these are limited, but options include: 

P-51D Mustang IV,F4U-4 Corsair,F-84E Thunderjet,F6F-5 Hellcat,Spitfire MK Vb 

T-6G Texan,F-84G Thunderjet,Me262A-1a,F-86F-40 Sabre,F4F-4 Wildcat 

Bf109G-6 (late),P-47D Thunderbolt,P-40E Kittyhawk,F6F-3 Hellcat 
  

Typical Kit 



 

 

  Outside of the Box 

        A Showcase of Imagination 
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Timeline and guidelines: 

· Kits will be available at the May and June meetings, or beyond so long as supplies last. 

· We will ask for a $5.00 donation per kit to cover contest expenses. 

· A second kit may be purchased, quantities permitting, at the end of the May meeting or  

from June forward for anyone wanting additional parts to Frankenstein kits together, etc.. 

· Builds can be displayed at the October meeting, where the scheduled monthly contest theme 

 will be ―People’s Choice‖, Any model, Any scale. (Judged and voted on by the present  

attendees of this monthly meeting). 

In addition to the regular contest, we’ll have a separate category and separate award for ―Best 

 Outside of the Box‖ build, as judged by those in attendance. 

· The ―Outside of the Box‖ entries will count towards Modeler of the Year points as an  

additional contest, separate from the scheduled October theme. 

· Feel free to add any additional parts, decals, scratch building, modifications etc.  



 

 

Editors Corner 
By Lyn Gorton 
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Another very full meeting with over 60 members in attendance at the April meeting, we were given a very good 

presentation by Mike Mackowski on packing models for shipping and travel. 

If you missed it Mike has been good enough to also submit his article on the subject—just check out page 13 
 

Also in this issue you will find an article by John Carroll challenging all club members in a commitment to 

build. (See page 10) 

Once you have read that check out the article on a new kit challenge where you can buy a kit for $5 and join 

a group build for October (See page 17) 
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Dirty Plastic May 1974 
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For only $1 a month you get all of this 
 
 Monthly club newsletter 
 Discounted club T-shirts 
 Modelzona 
 Monthly Raffle Prizes 
 Monthly contest awards 
 Annual club Awards party 
 And more 

Remember you have to be in good standing, 
to enter and win competitions, get a copy of 
the monthly newsletter sent directly to your 
email,and vote for anything that the club 
brings to the table. 
So Make sure to see Treasurer,  
“Bill Dunkle”,at the club meeting to sign up 
for membership 
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2025 CLUB MEETING CALENDAR  
All meetings held at American Legion Post #1, 364 N. 7th Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85003 

JANUARY 2025 

Tuesday7th 7pm  
Seminar/Speaker:  
 
B&B Session 18th 

FEBRUARY 2025 

Tuesday 4th 7pm  
Seminar/Speaker:  
 
B&B Session 15th 

JULY 2025 

Tuesday 1st,7pm 
Seminar/Speaker:  
 
B&B Session 19th 

AUGUST 2025 

Tuesday 5th 7pm 
Event : Club Swapmeet 
 
B&B Session 16th 

MARCH 2025 

Tuesday 4th, 7pm 
Seminar/Speaker:  
 
B&B Session 15th 

SEPTEMBER 2025 

Tuesday 2nd 7pm 
Seminar/Speaker:   
 
B&B Session 20th 

APRIL 2025 

Tuesday 1st 7pm  
Seminar/Speaker:  How to transport 
models/Mike Mackowski 
 

OCTOBER 2025 

Tuesday 7th 7pm 
Seminar/Speaker:  
 
B&B Session 18th 

MAY 2025 

Tuesday 6th, 7pm 
Seminar/Speaker:  
 
B&B Session 17th 

NOVEMBER 2025 

Tuesday 4th 7pm 
Seminar/Speaker: 
 
B&B Session 15th 

JUNE 2025 

Tuesday 3rd 7pm 
Seminar/Speaker:  
 
B&B Session 21st 

DECEMBER 2025 

Tuesday 9th 7pm 
Event: White Elephant  
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May Raffle  

Tickets are $1 or six for $5.  
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Item A   1/35 Tamiya 88mm Flak Gun 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Item B   1/72 Fujimi D4Y4 “Judy” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Item C   1/48 Revell P-61 Black Widow 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Item D   1/48 Revell Eurofighter Typhoon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Item E    1/25 AMT 1969 Plymouth GTX 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Item F    New from Hobby Depot: 1/24 JR Models Kyle Larson 2025 Chevrolet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Item G   $5.00 Special: 1/35 Kitty Hawk “Pave Hawk” HH-60G  



 

 

The club meets at 7pm on the 
first Tuesday of each month at 
the American Legion Post #1 in 
Phoenix. Check the club website 
at www.ipms-phoenix.com for 
more meeting info. 

American Legion Post #1 
364 N. 7th Ave. 

Phoenix, AZ 85003 

The post is located South of I-10 
just a few blocks North of Van 
Buren. Look for the huge 
American flag. 

THE CORSAIR PAGE 31 May 2025 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Modelzona 1st November 

 

2025 Chapter Officers 
President .............................. Kevin Henthorn ...............kdhenthorn@aol.com 

Vice President ..................... Scott Reigel ......................http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/ 

Secretary ............................. John Carroll .....................http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  

Treasurer ............................. Bill Dunkle .......................http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  

Member At Large………..Hal Sanguinetti………...http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  

Membership Chair……….Lyn Gorton…………...http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  

Webmaster .......................... Michael Ronnau ..............http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/  

Newsletter Editor ............... Lyn Gorton ......................lyngorton@hotmail.com 

 

http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/
http://www.ipms-phoenix.com/


 

 

Useful Links 

Bjorn Jacobsen—Aircraft Dioramas                          www.dioramas-and-models.com 
Plasmo—good visual instructions on “You Tube”     just search for plasmo 
Trumpeter replacement parts                                   Joanna@trumpeter-china.com 
Special Hobby                                                           www.specialhobby.Ev/contact 
Tamiya—US                                                              support@Tamiya.com 
MRCsupport@modelrectifier.com 
Rivet detail and schematic drawings                        www.airwar.ru 
Fine Scale modeling techniques                              http://paulbudzik.com  
“How to “Videos                                                       Youtube.com/Andyshobbyheadquarters 
Online magazine for all things avionic                     www.wingleadermagazine.co.uk  
Sky Harbor Informational site                                http://www.visitingphx.com/index.html  
Military Colors And Camouflage      http://www.theworldwars.net/resources/  

Info on Aircraft Tyres      https://www.jupitor.co.jp/pdf/michelin_aircraft.pdf 

Spare parts for Airfix                         support.airfix.com/hc/en-gb/articles/360019394159-Spare-Parts 

Video tour of USAF Museum in Ohio  https://aerodynamicmedia.com/usaf-museum-storage-video/ 
New digital magazine   www.phoenixscalepublications.co.uk 

Swiss page covering aviation.   

Wide range of military subjects, airshows, color profiles, etc.   WINGS-AVIATION, www.wings-aviation.ch. 

WW2 Video reference Site –Lots of Documentary DVD  www.victoryfilms.us 
 

 
 

If you have a good reference site let me have a brief description and a web address and we will 

keep this list as a reference. 
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The Corsair needs your help!  To keep this newsletter filled 
with all the great content, I need your help with content.  Here 
are some useful items that I can use to put together future is-
sues each month: 
 Kit reviews/In-box reviews 
 Website links 
 Modeling related articles 
 Commentary and featured columns 
 Neat, strange or otherwise shareable pictures 
 Book reviews 
 Trip and vacation write-ups 
Anything you have can be used.  Don’t hesitate.  Even a few 
paragraphs are great. 

CONTENT NEEDED!!!! 

Join the IPMS/USA! 

$30 annual membership includes a one year subscription to the IPMS 

Journal. Visit www.ipmsusa.org to download a membership form. Or 

you can write to: 

IPMS/USA PO Box 1411 

Riverview, 

FL 33568-1411 

 

Membership also gives you access to the online Discussion Forum, where 

you can exchange ideas and information with other members of IPMS. 
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HK models 1/32 scale Lancaster Nose art which is 
basically the front end of their new 1/32 scale Lan-
caster. I chose to do the “S for Sugar “ variant which 
is on display at Hendon. It actually flew 137 missions.  
I do not have the room or funds to buy the full 1/32 
model but working with 1/32 means I can get a lot of 
detail into that cockpit. I invested in the Eduard 
cockpit PE set and am very pleased with the result. 

SUPPORT  YOUR  LOCAL  HOBBY  SHOP! 

RIGHT 
STUFF, 
RIGHT PRICE 

www.thehobbydepot.com 

 

109 E.Southern Ave. 
Tempe, AZ 85282 

www.airline-hobby.com 
Your One Stop Source for 

Scale Model Airliner Kits, Decals, 
Diecasts and Accessories 

HOBBY BENCH 
 

                               4240 W. Bell Rd. 
                                   NE corner  
                               43rd Ave. & Bell 

 602-995-1755 602-547-1828 

THE MAD MEATBALL 

 MIKE CHOLEWA 602-944-4096 

“DEALER IN PRE-OWNED PLASTIC” 

12629 NORTH 21ST DRIVE PHOENIX, AZ 85029 

Space modeling reference books 

by Mike Mackowski. 

www.spaceinminiature.com 
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SUPPORT  YOUR  LOCAL  HOBBY  SHOP! 
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