MIKE CHRISTENSEN
5067 38th St. NE ▪ Tacoma, WA 98422 ▪ 206-931-7601 ▪ mikec@jetcityimprov.org
OBJECTIVE:
To continue to expand the frontiers of improvisational theater, both as an art form and a teaching tool.
QUALIFICATION HIGHLIGHTS:
▪ Over 30 years of improvisational production, acting and teaching experience
▪ Extensive theater and stage background, both in acting and directing
▪ Ability to improvise in any situation
▪ Excellent communication skills
▪ Professional improv teaching experience
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:
Associate Artistic Director – JET CITY IMPROV, Seattle, WA – 1996 to present
Creative direction of Jet City Improv and Twisted Flicks, the two keystone productions of Jet City Improv 501(c)(3) non-profit theater production company, manage all off-site shows and company outreach to the community.

Director/Producer – JET CITY IMPROV, Seattle, WA – 1992 to 1996
Co-founder and director of an acclaimed improvisation comedy show that has been performing every weekend for 27 years. Continually training, honing and performing with the Jet City Improv team. Responsible for Jet City Improv off-site show sales, production, and travel logistics of over 30 shows a year.
Director/Producer – TWISTED FLICKS, Seattle, WA  – 1997 to present
Director of the unique movie re-dubbing show that has been performing the last weekend of every month for the past 20 years. Continually training and performing with the Twisted Flicks team. Responsible for all Twisted Flick off-site show sales, production, and travel logistics of over _____ shows a year.

Director – JET CITY PRESENTS, Seattle, WA – <insert dates>
Creation and direction of original full-length improvised plays including: Bunker 13, ZombieTown, TimeQuest, Most Extreme Improv Ninja Challenge, Men of Action, and Trivia Night at Rick’s.
Director of Outreach – JET CITY IMPROV, Seattle, WA – 1994 to present 
Manage, produce, and participate in the various outreach programs of Jet City Improv including: Summer Camps, Juvenile Detention, and Sanctuary Arts Visual Storytelling Program. Conceived and produced benefit show events to rally improv community in response to crisis including: Improv for Japan, Improv for Nepal, and Improv for SuperStorm Sandy. Conceived and produced annual holiday benefit show Winter Wonderprov to directly benefit The Seattle Times Fund For The Needy.
TEACHING EXPERIENCE:
Instructor – JET CITY IMPROV, Seattle, WA – 2000 to present

▪ Improvisation: scene work, characters, short and long form techniques, story-telling, narrative structure, emotional connection, and active listening
▪ Communication: team building, group dynamics, active listening, creativity, heightened focus, and public speaking coaching
Instructor – SEATTLE CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE, Seattle, WA – 1998 to 2001
▪ Introduction to Public Speaking, Acting for the Non-Actor 

Instructor – UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO, Moscow, ID – 1986 to 1988
▪ Public Speaking 
Instructor – LEWIS AND CLARK STATE COLLEGE, Lewiston, ID – 1986
▪ Small Group Communication

Instructor – UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA AT KEARNEY, Kearney, NE – 1986
▪ Public Speaking, Introduction to Theater

EDUCATION:

University of Idaho, Moscow, ID – MFA, Acting (supporting area: Directing) – 1988

University of Nebraska at Kearney, Kearney, NE – BFA, Theater Arts – 1986

U.S. Army, Fort Riley, KS – Primary Non-Commissioned Officer Course – 1980

U.S. Army, Fort Riley Kansas – OSUT Combat Engineer Course – 1977

Genoa High School, Genoa, NE – Diploma – 1977

ADDITIONAL ITEMS OF INTEREST:
▪ Involved in the Seattle improvisational theater community since 1988 as a former member of Seattle Theatersports and Train of Thought

▪ Co-founder of Jet City Improv and its cornerstone show Jet City Improv
▪ At the University of Idaho, founded improv groups Comedy Reaction and Stage Fright, and performed with Chicago ComedySportz

▪ Performed in many Seattle area theaters including: ACT, Book-It Repertory Theater, and Seattle Shakespeare Company
