
Tagline: “Is it time, darling? Motherhood didn’t work out...time to move on.” 

About the Story: What happens when a woman cannot fulfill the traditional role of motherhood in a culture 
which has inextricably – and unfairly – intertwined that role with womanhood? MAXINE imagines one woman’s 
struggle to find her place in the world, when the conventional pathway has been closed to her. 

A period drama prequel to L.E. Bond’s Milos Forman Fund Award winning feature script, MAX BECKER 

Logline: After choosing motherhood over her career, a spitfire radio producer suffers a tragic loss and sets out to 
conquer the patriarchal world of the 1930s. 

Synopsis: Maeve Beckenstein writes the best radio plays at WARC. She launches her latest pet-project, then 
leaves her career to prepare for parenthood with novelist husband Ezra. After four miscarriages, Maeve is 
resolved that this child will live. But tragedy strikes, and her dream of motherhood dies. Maeve and Ezra bury 
their still-born daughter, Máire Maxine. After months of depression, Maeve learns that WARC has bastardized 
her pet-project. Her motherly instinct repurposed, she meets with former boss, Ivan Olshansky, to ask for her job 
back. A showdown ensues. Recognizing her true value, she chooses never to work for this man again. Pondering 
their future over drinks, the couple decide to start over in a new town with a new name – Becker, Ezra’s pen 
name. To honor their daughter, Maeve changes her first name as well. When Maeve suggests adapting Ezra’s 
novel for film…fate intervenes. A family friend of Maeve, who is a Hollywood mogul, walks in. She introduces 
herself anew as Maxine Becker.

Maxine
a Short Film by L.E. Bond

Why MAXINE needs to be made: Generations of women have fought against inequality in the workplace and 
the culture at large. Without the setbacks and successes of the women who came before, there would be no 
#MeToo. The fight for equality does not end or begin with the movement of the day. 

Maxine		reminds us that as far as we’ve come, we still have a long way to go.

About the Project: 
Inaugural production of A Lady Macbeth 
Initiative (www.ladymac.org) 
Principal photography planned for Spring 2022 
Kelly McAndrew attached to play Maeve/Maxine 
Writer/Director/Producer: L. E. Bond 
Executive Producer: Traci Klainer 
Co-Producer: Shanelle Dennis 

Legal Counsel: Anthe Bova 
Cinematographer: Ava Rikki 
Production Designer: Yi-Hsuan “Ant” Ma 
Costume Designer: Imari Pyles 
Editor: Franny Bernstein 
Support the film at www.ladymac.org

Contact L.E. Bond 
Writer/Director/Producer 

lynne@ladymac.org

Contact Traci Klainer 
Executive Producer 
traci@ladymac.org

           
www.maxinefilm.com 

www.ladymac.org
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Writer/Director/Producer 
L. E. Bond

Executive Producer 
Traci Klainer

Co-Producer 
Shanelle Dennis

Legal Counsel 
Anthe Bova

Cinematographer 
Ava Rikki

Editor 
Franny Bernstein

Costume Designer 
Imari Pyles

Production Designer 
Yi-Hsuan “Ant” Ma

Team Maxine: Creative
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Traci Klainer (Executive Producer) is a creative leader that loves crossovers between museums, theatre, 
themed entertainment, film, live events and retail. Throughout her career, she has worn several hats including: 
founder and CEO of an award winning woman-owned lighting design firm, theatre producer and Creative 
Director for a large international themed entertainment project. She is the recipient of the Blooloop Top 50 Theme 
Park Influencers of 2019 and was nominated for both a Drama Desk Award and Lortel Award for her lighting 
design. She has taught graduate level lighting design as an associate professor at UMass Amherst and guest 
lectured around the world. She received her B.A. cum laude in Government and Theatre from Smith College and 
received her M.F.A. from NYU Tisch School of the Arts in Lighting Design. 

She has served on the International board for the Themed Entertainment Association (TEA) and currently serves 
as an advisory board member for Harriet B’s Daughters. Find her on LinkedIn.

Shanelle Dennis (Co-Producer) is a writer and producer with a passion for amplifying the voices of 
marginalized creatives. Highlighting artistry from people within underserved communities is her priority, and the 
driving force behind the creation of her boutique production house, Sandal Lane, founded in 2020. She has nearly 15 
years of experience in the entertainment industry, serving in many different roles from Production Assistant to 
Associate Producer, Line Producer, and Producer. She has worked for some of the largest media brands including 
ViacomCBS, A&E Networks and WarnerMedia. She has also worked on some of your favorite shows including 
Last Week Tonight with John Oliver, The Kelly Clarkson Show, and many more. Most recently, she has embarked 
on a pathway toward filmmaking! 
  
When Shanelle is not writing or cooking up a new project, she spends most of her time with her 4-year-old puppy 
Biggie or watching reruns of her favorite 90’s sitcoms. Find her on LinkedIn.

Anthe Maria Bova (Legal Counsel) is a non-profit advocate and lawyer with a focus on assisting indigent 
individuals and propelling forward social justice missions. Anthe is a 2020 Women inPower Fellow through the 
92nd Street Y’s Belfer Center for Innovation & Social Impact, a 2020 InclusionLabs Fellow, and a 2020-21 
Coaching Fellow.  Anthe has been a guest on the Law You Should Know and NYCLA Amicus Curiae 
podcasts, and serves as a mentor to budding attorneys with a focus on helping women and other historically 
underrepresented groups.  Anthe is a graduate of Barnard College and Fordham University School of Law and 
resides in New York City with her husband and daughter.Find her on LinkedIn.

L.E. Bond (Writer/Director/Producer)  is a filmmaker, screenwriter and educator with 25 years of experience in 
the entertainment industry, including film/tv, music, theatre, and the labor movement. Her screenplays have won 
awards at various screenwriting competitions, including her feature film, MAX BECKER (recipient of Columbia 
University’s Milos Forman Fund Award and 2nd Rounder in the Austin Film Festival’s screenplay competition). 
She has directed for theatre and film and produced several short film projects as well.  She has taught film history/
studies and screenwriting since 2003, most recently at Ithaca College. Her academic work has been presented at 
national and international conferences. She was a guest speaker at the Greenwich Classic Film Series for five years. 
And while studying at SIU, she was a featured film reviewer for SIU Reviews on WSIU public radio. She has a 
B.A. in Philosophy and Theatre from Smith College and an M.F.A. in Film from Columbia University School of 
the Arts. She is currently writing her dissertation for a PhD in Mass Communication and Media Arts at Southern 
Illinois University. 

She is a member of NYWIFT and has served on the board of the Women in the Arts and Media Coalition.  Find 
her on LinkedIn.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/shanelledennis/
https://news.wsiu.org/people/l-e-bond
https://www.nywift.org/
http://www.womenartsmediacoalition.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/lynne-elizabeth-bond-578a963/
https://www.teaconnect.org/index.cfm
https://www.harrietbdaughters.org
https://www.linkedin.com/in/traciklainer/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/anthe-maria-bova-2a0a943/


Ava Rikki (Cinematographer) is a NY & LA based cinematographer & director. She started her career by 
working at The Weinstein Company at age 17. Since then she’s worked at  Saturday Night Live; Weekend Update 
and Film Unit, Panavision, Sports Illustrated Swimsuit, Tribeca Film Festival, IBM, Pomp&Clout, Beyond 
Studios, and Surround Production.  

She’s shot for companies such as  Universal Music, Ellen Degeneris EDTV, SONY music, Scooter Braun, 
EMPIRE,  Republic Records, NBC, Sports Illustrated, Paper Magazine, Saturday Night Live,  The Weinstein 
Company, Hypebeast, Nylon Mag, Frieza Art Fair 2020, Art Basel Miami 2018, Lomography, TITLE Boxing, 
Primma Dona Lingerie, Roli Music, Botanist Vodka, Microsoft, Cheribundi and Lamono Magazine. Find her at: 
https://avarikki.com/

Imari Pyles (Costume Designer) is an emerging costume designer based in the Baltimore/ Washington area. 
She has always loved the language of clothing and the power it has to tell our stories without words. Through her 
work she strives to tell the stories of people like herself who have been underrepresented in the theatre world. She 
is excited to be a part of the growing social movement that is giving voices to not only women and people of color, 
but to all groups that have had their voices silenced for far too long. She received her B.A in Theatre Production 
and Design with a concentration in costuming at Salisbury University, as well as a B.A in Theatre Performance. 
She is beyond excited to join forces with this amazing group of people to tell the story of Maxine! 

Find her at: https://sites.google.com/view/imaripyles/about and on Instagram @designsbyimari

Yi-Hsuan “Ant” Ma (Production Designer) is a Taiwanese scenic and production designer. Coming from a 
different culture and a background in literature, her approach to design is interdisciplinary and inclusive. Some of 
her credits include: Samuel @ The Tank, written by Alexis Roblan and directed by Dara Malina, Mover and 
Shaker directed by Brandon Dirden, Piglet Piglet by Tsung-Yen Lin and Heir To The Throne by Pepe Cuart.  

Find her at: yihsuanma.wixsite.com/ant-setdesign.

Franny Bernstein (Editor) is a film editor residing in New York City. She grew up in the Boston area, starting 
a love for post production at age eight. She graduated from Ithaca College Summa Cum Laude with a Bachelor’s 
degree in Cinema Production.  

She works at Florentine Films as an apprentice editor, where she just completed MUHAMMAD ALI, directed 
by Ken Burns, Sarah Burns, and Dave McMahon, and is now working on upcoming documentaries about 
Benjamin Franklin, the Holocaust, and Leonardo da Vinci. Franny has also been the editor for independent 
narrative films, promotional material, and event videos. She loves nothing more than telling a compelling story 
through creative editing and is excited to be on board as the editor for MAXINE. Find her on LinkedIn.
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“Maeve Beckenstein/Maxine Becker” 
Kelly McAndrew

“Ezra Beckenstein/Becker” 
Ted Koch
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Team Maxine: Cast

“Prudence Dobson” 
Antoinette LaVecchia

“Patience Dobson” 
Anthe Bova

“Faith Fuller” 
Adaline Gomez

Currently Attached

Additional casting in progress. Complete cast to be announced July 2022.

https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0462416/
https://adalinegomez.com/
http://www.kellymcandrew.com/
https://antoinettelavecchia.weebly.com/
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