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New Home Buyer and Realtor Education Session

Introductions:
Knatalie Vetter

Environmental Lead Supervisor,
Healthy Homes and Lead Poisoning 
Prevention Program (HHLPPP)
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Introductions:
Gail Gettens, MS, ECMP

Health Promotion Advisor and
Child Development Specialist 
Healthy Homes and Lead Poisoning 
Prevention Program (HHLPPP)

Funded by:
Center for Disease Control And Prevention (CDC) 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
New Hampshire General Funds
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The Effects of Lead on Child’s Developing Brain

Federal Laws Regarding Lead- Based Paint:
• HUD/EPA Real Estate Disclosure Law
• EPA Renovation Repair and Painting Law

Assessing a home for lead hazards:
• Visually assessing a home
• Using Lead Check Swabs
• Hiring a lead inspector or risk assessor

Agenda for Today:

Lead-Safe Work Practices:
• What do lead safe work practices look like
• How to become or find a RRP certified contractor

New Hampshire 2012 – 2017 

Average of over 800 children annually with an elevated 
blood lead level greater than 5 µg/dL.

Fewer than 17% of children under 6 years
in NH have had a blood lead level test. 
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What is Lead?

What is its source?

How is it used?
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62% of NH’s housing stock was 
built before lead in residential 

paint was banned

How Are NH Children 
Being Poisoned?

62% of New  Hampshire’s housing 
stock was built before lead in 
residential paint was banned.
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No Brain-Blood Barrier

Perfect Pediatric Poison

Crawl on Floors and Pull to Standing  - Surfaces Where Lead Dust Collects

Developing Brain 

Potent Neuro-Toxicant 

Sweet Tasting Trace Amounts

Don’t See Deficits and Impact Until Older

Oral Stage No Immediate 
Symptoms
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Demonstration

Lead’s exposures negative impact on a child’s 
developing brain is irreversible.

There is no cure.  There is no treatment.
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Source:  Dr. Kim Cecil 
Cincinnati Lead Study

Male Child
EBBL 13.8 
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Lead Exposure’s Negative Impact 
On Specific Abilities

Lower IQ - Lower or failing test scores 

Poor school performance and achievement

Behavior problems 

These effect persist, from childhood through 
adulthood 

NH Legislative Updates:  Childhood Lead Poisoning

Senate Bill SB247 
Signed into law by Gov. Sununu on February 8, 2018
Universal BLL Testing in NH – effectiveApril 9, 2018
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4,644

8,177

13,959

13,521

2 year

olds

1 year

olds

Number of children that should be tested

Number children actually tested

Number children 

actually tested

Number of children that should be tested

40% Not Tested

67% Not Tested

NH Statewide Testing Rates 2016

Source NH DPHS – Surveillance Report 2016
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Available to answer questions at end of this session.
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https://www.epa.gov/lead/protect-your-
family-exposures-lead
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� Deteriorated paint;

� Friction or impact surfaces; or
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� Chewable/mouthable surfaces

� Bare soil
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Red Means Lead
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• Pamphlet on identifying and controlling lead-based paint hazards titled 
Protect Your Family From Lead In Your Home 

• Any known information concerning the presence of lead-based paint or 
lead-based paint hazards in the home or building.

• A “Lead Warning Statement” and confirmation that the seller has complied 
with all notification requirements.

• A 10-day period to conduct a paint inspection or risk assessment for lead-
based paint or lead-based paint hazards. 

https://www.epa.gov/lead
/protect-your-family-lead-
your-home
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� Keep the paint in your home in good 
condition.

� Keep your home clean.

� Use cold tap water for drinking and 
cooking.

� Identify potential sources of lead in and 
around your home.
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Setting up containment of a worksite;  

Lead-safe work practices;

How to protect yourself from lead; and

The importance of a thorough cleaning

• Firms are required to be certified with EPA.

• Firm's employees must be trained in the use of lead-safe work practices by 
taking an 8 hour training course in order to become a “certified renovator”.

• Firm's employees must implement and follow the lead-safe work 
practices that minimize occupants’ exposure to lead hazards

• Firms must comply with EPA's Pre-Renovation Lead Information 
Rule: Renovate Right pamphlet
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Consider the Impact of Lead on Children

Visually assess a property before purchasing

Hire a licensed individual to test for lead-based paint

Follow the Real Estate Disclosure Rule for Rentals and Sales

Follow RRP requirements or hire an RRP-certified firm

If you perform your own renovations, work lead safe!

Don’t be Afraid to Ask Questions

No knowledge of lead does not mean no lead present



10/22/2019

35

Questions?

Please also see our resource table 


