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New Hampshire 2018 – 2022 

3,402

Average of 646  children annually                                      

with EBLL greater than 5 µg/dl
(the NH public health action level)

Fewer than 25% of children under 6 years

in NH have had a BLL test. 



500
New Hampshire

Average of 646 children annually





In NH’s highest risk communities 
pre-1978 housing = greater than 80% 



https://vimeo.com/115608096


No Brain-Blood Barrier

Perfect Pediatric Poison

Crawl on Floors and Pull to Standing  - Surfaces Where Lead Dust Collects

Developing Brain 

Potent Neuro-Toxicant 

Sweet Tasting Trace Amounts

Don’t See Deficits and Impact Until Older

Oral Stage 
No Immediate 

Symptoms

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNqC48Sji8kCFUo9PgodoScJLA&url=http://www.sheknows.com/parenting/articles/817332/5-Things-moms-need-to-know-about-crawlers&psig=AFQjCNGlIomxpy9mOVxtydDtyVEJRBoJLg&ust=1447431197397254


Demonstration

Lead’s exposures negative impact on a child’s 
developing brain is irreversible.

There is no cure.  There is no treatment.





Childhood Lead Exposure:

Permanent Brain Injury

MRI scans of adult brains 

exposed to lead in childhood.

Source:  Dr. Kim Cecil 

Cincinnati Lead Study

Composite Scan: of 157 young adults

with childhood lead  exposure. 

Average EBLL = 13.3  mcg/dL

Age at time of MRI : ages 19 – 24 yrs.  



https://mass.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/nvpw-sci-leadexposure/wgbh-nova-poisoned-water-the-health-impacts-of-lead-exposure/#.WUrNsNKGPb0


Lead Exposure’s Negative Impact 

On Specific Abilities

Lower IQ - Lower or failing test scores 

Poor school performance and achievement

Significant behavior problems 

These effect persist, from childhood through 
adulthood 





Understand the most common source 

of lead exposure for NH children is 

old lead paint and lead dust.









Know the Importance of Lead-Safe 

Work Practices:  EPA RRP Rule



Federal law requires contractors who disturb 

painted surfaces in homes, child care facilities and 

schools built before 1978 to be certified and 

follow specific work practices to prevent lead 

contamination. 

Always ask to see your contractor’s certification.

Hire a Lead-Safe Certified Contractor. 



Understand the EPA  Residential 

Lead-Based Paint Disclosure









The NH Early Childhood Health Assessment 

Record, birth through 3rd grade  has spaces 

where children’s lead level test results 

should be documented.

Ensure Children’s Lead Levels are 

Tested at Age 1 and again, at Age 2.



Require documentation on health 

forms for child care and school entry



Reduce the Knowledge Gap:  
Educate everyone, especially those with 

young children. 



Questions?

Please visit Resource Room and our 

Exhibit Table for additional information 

and education and outreach materials.


