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APPLETREE



• Describing the goals of the APPLETREE and 
Choose Safe Places Programs

• Demonstrate examples of our outreach, 
education, and support in NH

• Highlight the lessons learned from NH’s first 
SoilSHOP event

• Discuss future efforts
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OUTLINE
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PROCESS
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PARTNERS

Preliminary 
Investigations

Decision making
Team Assembly

Construction
Clean up

Reuse and 
Repurpose

Potential 
Exposures 
Identified

EPA

ATSDR

NHDPHS

Stakeholders
Other

NHDES

Reduced Exposures
Healthier Communities

https://www.des.nh.gov/home-and-recreation/your-health-and-environment/new-hampshire-appletree



Choose Safe
Places
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Early Care and Education 
Collaborations: 

• NH Childcare Licensing 
Unit

• Bureau of Childhood 
Development

• Early Care Providers
• Health Officers
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NH Choose Safe Places

“How concerned 
are you about risks 

to your health 
posed by the 

environment?”

• Comprehensive Advisory Board.
• Webinars and Training for 

Environmental Health Best Practices.
• Well water testing and remediation.
• Resources online and in print.

https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/programs-services/environmental-health-and-you/new-hampshire-choose-safe-places-early-care-and
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Reducing Lead Exposure

APPLETREE
SoilSHOPs

“How concerned 
are you about risks 

to your health 
posed by the 

environment?”

• Lead naturally occurs in soil at low levels
• Lead is more prevalent in soils of urban areas
• Lead exposure can impact children’s health: 

neurodevelopmental and cognitive effects
• Lead can also come from paint, dust, and water 

sources

www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/docs/flyer-lead-in-soil.pdf
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Why Conduct a SoilSHOP?

APPLETREE
SoilSHOPs

“How concerned 
are you about risks 

to your health 
posed by the 

environment?”

• Identifies soil areas that may need further 
investigation

• Fosters community involvement and 
empowerment

• Builds/strengthens relationships between 
community and state/local partners

www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/docs/flyer-lead-in-soil.pdf
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Federal and State Partners: 

• ATSDR
• US EPA
• Healthy Homes and Lead 

Poisoning Prevention 
Program (NH DPHS)

• Get the Lead out of 
Drinking Water Program

• Nashua Department of 
Public Health

• Grow Nashua
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Planning an Event

APPLETREE
SoilSHOPs

“How concerned 
are you about risks 

to your health 
posed by the 

environment?”

• Connecting with a Community
• Finding Partners

• Local & Technical partners
• Advertising
• Generating materials
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Ready to help community 
members submit samples:
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Holding the Event

APPLETREE
SoilSHOPs

“How concerned 
are you about risks 

to your health 
posed by the 

environment?”

• Set up, materials, team members
• Interacting with new and familiar public

• Being approachable and knowledgeable
• Connecting to other state programs
• Recording all pertinent information
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Federal and State Partners: 

• ATSDR
• US EPA
• Healthy Homes and Lead 

Poisoning Prevention 
Program (NH DPHS)

• Nashua Department of 
Public Health

• Grow Nashua
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Health Education

APPLETREE
SoilSHOPs

“How concerned 
are you about risks 

to your health 
posed by the 

environment?”

• Providing on-site materials and 
educational products

• Screening the soil samples
• Using x-ray analyzers at DPHS

• Posting Anonymous Results and 
Guidance
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Federal and State Partners: 

• ATSDR
• US EPA
• Healthy Homes and Lead 

Poisoning Prevention 
Program (NH DPHS)

• Nashua Department of 
Public Health

• Grow Nashua
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Making Recommendations

APPLETREE
SoilSHOPs

“How concerned 
are you about risks 

to your health 
posed by the 

environment?”

• Giving simple, actionable 
recommendations

• Stating the limitations of screening 
clearly

• Providing follow up and contact 
information
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Federal and State Partners: 

• ATSDR
• US EPA
• Healthy Homes and Lead 

Poisoning Prevention 
Program (NH DPHS)

• Nashua Department of 
Public Health

• Grow Nashua
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A Few Lessons Learned

APPLETREE
SoilSHOPs

“How concerned 
are you about risks 

to your health 
posed by the 

environment?”

• People will come for the soil screening, 
but will definitely stay and chat 
• Recruit them for other programs!

• Bring bags for people who are local
• Provide options for people with limited 

access

I’m from 
outside of 
Nashua!

What about 
Lead in my 

water?

Will you still 
be here in 
an hour?
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REVIEW

• Types of support offered by APPLETREE/ 
Choose Safe Places

• Using partnerships to engage communities
• What a SoilSHOP event is and how to hold one 

with us or on your own
• How to reduce exposure to Lead in soil
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QUESTIONS
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APPLETREE
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