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WHAT A DAY!

Mission to shake up
the participation of
who plays golf
By Greg Fitzgerald
PGA Pro
Special to the Times
he PGA of America and Almaden
teenager Alexia Gutierrez (Ledesma)
are on a mission to shake up the
world of golf as we know it.
No, we aren’t planning to make golf free for the

T

masses, although that would be nice.
We’re on a mission to shake up the participation
of who plays golf from its currently homogenous
demographic to a more diverse and inclusive one
that encourages and supports underrepresented
populations such as women, Latinx (Latina/o+), African American, and LGBTQ
communities.
Golf is a 70 billion dollar industry
that includes 32 million Americans
who play the sport, 78 percent of whom
are male and 80 percent of whom have
a net worth over $100K. It’s an expensive sport no doubt. In the US, only 9% of
golfers are Latina/o. The PGA of America is
working to change this stat.
See GOLFERS, page 10

Almaden Art & Wine Festival: Fun for all ages
(L to R): Almaden Valley Women’s Club members Andreana Popovich and
Yvette Fodor-Walsh. “It feels good to be part of an organization that’s able to put
on this beautiful festival,” says Popovich.

The Almaden Blossom Valley Chapter of National Charity League 2019. Photo: Sally Duke

Almaden/Blossom Valley NCL Class of 2019 chooses
CityTeam House of Grace for Senior project
By Lisa Schirle
Special to the Times
he Almaden Blossom
Valley Chapter of National Charity League
(NCL) Class of 2019 has cho-
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sen Cityteam House of Grace
as its focus for this year’s senior project.
Cityteam House of Grace is
a unique program where
See NCL, page 6

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer
he Almaden Art and
Wine Festival brought together families and friends
to enjoy a beautiful day at
Almaden Lake Park on Sunday.
Festival-goers perused artisan’s booths and sampled
Northern California wine and
beer while listening to live
music and watching a variety of
engaging entertainment.
“We try to come every year,”
says Inderjet. “I grew up in
Almaden, so it’s fun just to bring
the kids, check out the new
booths, have some lunch and
spend time by the lake.”
From the SB Scottish Society
and Fairy Dreams Ceramics to
Coastal Wood, Pan’s Garden
Yarns, fine jewelry and paintings, there is much to be found
at the Almaden Valley Art and
Wine Festival.
“I love all the vendors,” said
Kristie. “It’s nice to have this
sense of community.”
Planning for this year’s festival, presented by the Almaden
Valley Women’s Club, started in
January. “We have all come so
far together in creating what we
believe to be a spectacular festival for our wonderful community of Almaden,” says Festival
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Almaden Lake Park made an ideal setting for the Almaden Valley Art & Wine Festival.

Chair Patty Barbaccia. “It takes
hard work deriving from each
member… to put on one of the
best festivals in San Jose. I
thank each of these wonderful
ladies for their support and dedication.”
Women’s Club President Rebecca Stene, along with many
other members, started the day
before the sun rose overseeing
setup for the festival. “It’s great
to see the festival come together,” she says.
“It’s the whole thing, putting
it all together,” says Women’s

Club member Andreana Popovich. “There are a lot of moving
parts. We have to get the vendors and performers and order
electricity, tents and umbrellas.
The challenge is to get it all to
come together and be a success.
The reward is having 20,000
people come to this festival and
raise money for important causes.”
Stene agrees. She says that for
Women’s Club members, the
rewarding part of putting on the
Festival is philanthropy—giving
their time and effort to help
See FESTIVAL, page 14
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Golfers
Continued from page 1
“The number of PGA of America
Members who are Latinx [Latina/o+] continues to grow, along with the number of
Latinx golfers. We are very excited about
that and love the collaboration with organizations such as the Latina Golfers
Association to create warm, welcoming
environments for individuals to learn, play
and enjoy the game of golf for a lifetime”
says Sandy Cross, PGA of America
Executive Director of Diversity and
Inclusion.
“We are also working hard to evolve the
demographic composition of who works in
the golf industry so the workforce will be
more reflective of today’s consumer. Our
new partnership with Jopwell and launch
of ‘Golf: The Jopwell PGA Collection, Vol. 1’
are designed to inspire and recruit Latinx,
Black and Native Americans into the myriad of career opportunities in the business of
golf” adds Cross.
As the Executive Director, Cross is
responsible for developing, embedding and
advancing PGA’s diversity and inclusion
strategies for cultural and business impact
with the workforce, workplace supply
chain and the community.
Golf’s image as an expensive sport for the
elite creates barriers (real and perceived) for
underrepresented populations. Just ask 16year-old Alexia Gutierrez.
A graduate of Simonds Elementary and
Castillero Middle school, Alexia’s interest
in tournament golf evolved while she was
playing on Notre Dame High School’s varsity golf team where she will be a junior this
fall.
“Before, I thought golf was a game for
people who didn’t look like me. When I took
lessons and then played in my high school
matches and [now] in tournaments, I didn’t
see any other Latinas, which further
emphasized the perception that golf wasn’t
for me.”
But after her first semester at Notre Dame
where girls are encouraged and supported
to be leaders for change, Alexia says her
confidence, strength and voice as a girl
blossomed. “I became more confident in
what I wanted and decided, I was going to
work really hard and also help other kids
like me to join the sport.”
Since 8th grade, Alexia had already been
helping others “like her” as a leader of a
math tutoring program for 60 elementary
and middle-school students in West San
Jose, 99 percent of whom qualify for their
schools’ free lunch program. And thanks to
the Notre Dame administration, she was
supported to hold the math tutoring program on the high school campus last spring.
“Because I had golf practice right after
math tutoring, I would always be dressed in
a golf outfit. The students started asking me
why I always wore a skirt, sleeveless shirt
and visor. When I told them it was because
I had golf lessons every Saturday after tutoring them, they said, ‘I want to golf!”
“That’s when I knew they were open to
the sport because I looked like them. The
following Saturday, I bagged all of my extra
clubs and whiffle balls and gathered the
students on the school grass for their first
golf lesson. It took off from there.” Alexia
shared excitedly.
“This makes perfect sense because if you
can see it, you can be it.” We know that
[Latinx and other underrepresented populations] need to see others that look like them
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working in the sport and playing
in the sport if they’re going to
engage in it” says Sandy Cross.
As a member of the PGA of
America for almost 20 years,
Head Golf Professional at the
Institute Golf Course, and the
new Chairperson of the
Diversity
and
Inclusion
Committee, I am looking for
opportunities to engage underserved populations and learned
of the work that Alexia was
doing through one of her former
golf coaches.
Meeting Alexia and her family
for the first time, over lunch, I
was struck by how passionate
Alexia was about golf and
STEM. And I was certain that if
anyone could have a positive
effect on attracting more Latinx Golf’s image as an expensive sport for the elite creates barriers
in the Bay Area to golf, it would (real and perceived) for underrepresented populations.
be her.
The event was sponsored by First Green,
At 6 feet tall, Alexia projects a level of
power and confidence that doesn’t let you an environmental and STEM (Science,
say, “no.” So, when she encouraged me to Technology, Engineering and Math) educaattend an event she was doing at Los Lagos tion outreach program that uses golf coursGolf Course, I just had to adjust my sched- es as environmental learning labs. They
partnered with Alexia to provide a full day
ule to drive down and check it out.
As I arrived, 30 young Latinx students of science stations, lunch, golf lessons, golf
were laughing, while struggling to complete activities and fun games and prizes for her
a fun putting activity Alexia was leading. As participants. All at no cost to the attendees.
“I was really excited about working with
one of 40 girls across the US selected for the
LPGA Leadership Academy, Alexia learned First Green because of their unique combiseveral engaging golf activities and incorpo- nation of STEM and golf. Both have been a
rated the golf “trust” activity with these passion of mine for a long time, so when I
learned about their organization, I worked
young, first time golfers, aged 9-15.
Half of the students were blindfolded and really hard to organize an event, even
trying to putt their ball into the designated though, time wise, it was really tough since
hole. Using only communication skills, the I was taking a Chemistry course at a comstudent who was not blindfolded instructed munity college this summer” says Alexia.
As 11-year-old participant Lupita
their partner about where and how far to
Castaneda-Liles
explained, “I like how we
move in order to be in a solid putting position. Clearly, trust is required in an effort to got to apply science in order to better underfollow a partner’s instructions and not trip stand how it works, but my favorite activity
was blindfolded golf because it helped me
or fall.

18th Annual Antique Autos in History Park
By Allan J. Greenberg
Special to the Times
ntique Autos in History Park
returns to History Park in San
Jose for the 18th year on Sunday,
September 23 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
As in previous years, the event offers
every member of the family something
to see and do.
The event opens with a dance performance in front of the Pacific Hotel.
This is followed by a new event, skits by
the Portraits of the Past. And as in previous years, Toot Sweet Jazz Band will
play music from the '20s and 30's. And
on the grass area between the Pacific
Hotel and the Empire Fire House,
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demonstrations and displays of early
day crafts and collectibles will be presented.
For antique auto enthusiasts, the
streets of History Park will be covered
with up to 200 vehicles from the late
1800s to 1945. This year the featured
vehicle is Packard. Some other rare
antique autos will be on display in the
Park, such as Stutz, Pierce Arrow,
Mitchell, Detroit Electric, Studebaker,
Rio and Franklin to mention a few.
On display again this year will be the
first auto produced in the city of San
José -- an 1899 Osen & Hunt.
During the event, visitors to the Park
See AUTO SHOW, next page

build trust with the girl I was paired up
with. I found that golf really relaxed me and
took away an earlier stress about an assignment coming up.”
Emma Ulloa, also 11-years-old and a first
time golfer, said that the event was great
because she learned more about math, science and golf. “I especially liked when we
captured steam in a jar. And I found that I
really like golf. I’m now interested in learning to play, thanks to Alexia.”
And 9-year-old Edwin Sanchez Vasquez,
another math student of Alexia’s, says he
now wants to play golf as a result of the
event at Los Lagos. His mom, Monica, says
he only talked about (and played) soccer, so
she is thrilled that he wants to try something new and different.
Just prior to this event, Alexia organized
another golf day at Coyote Creek Golf
Course for Latina moms and their kids. It
included lunch, separate lessons by a PGA
Golf Pro for the moms and a golf lesson and
fun golf activities for the kids led by Alexia.
It ended with 9 holes of golf. One lucky 10year-old, Ethan Castillo, was paired with
Alexia to receive coaching help during the
round of golf.
Participating at the Coyote Creek event
was Azucena Maldonado, the Founder of
the Latina Golfers Association (LGA), an
organization celebrating 10 years this
September. LGA is the only organized effort
to bring Latinas into the game of golf on a
regional or national level and boasts over
1,500 members, including Alexia.
Azucena sits on the Women’s Golf Journal
Advisory Board along with Sandy Cross
and other powerful women like LPGA
Legend Annika Sorenstam and current
LPGA Tour Player Paula Creamer.
“The number of PGA of America
Members who are Latinx continues to grow,
along with the number of Latinx golfers.
We are very excited about that and love the
collaboration with organizations such as
the Latina Golfers Association to create
warm, welcoming environments for individuals to learn, play and enjoy the game of
golf for a lifetime.” Says Ms. Cross.
Ms. Maldonado flew out from her organization’s office in Southern California to
show support for Alexia’s commitment to
sharing golf with the Latino community in
Northern California and was impressed
with what she experienced at Coyote Creek.
“Alexia is our superstar and represents
the new face of golf in the United States.
Her excitement about golf is infectious! The
LGA is proud to have her as a member and
will be here to support her efforts to grow
the game of golf with the Latino community of Northern California.” says Maldonado.
Changing the face of golf from one of
homogeneity to a more diverse and inclusive one necessitates a comprehensive
approach that includes the PGA’s efforts as
well as embracing and supporting local,
community engagement efforts like the
ones that Alexia and the LGA are creating.
We can all play a role in helping to diversify golf and reverse its decline in participation as there are certainly many organizations doing this important work, but it is
especially encouraging to see youth, like
Alexia, taking a leadership role in this
effort.”
The PGA of America, and our section
here in Northern California, are committed
to educating everyone in the game about
Diversity and Inclusion, and helping people
like Alexia shake things up for the good of
the game going forward.

