Thriving Kids Newsletter
The Thriving Kids inquiry  report was released just prior to Christmas. The government-appointed Thriving Kids Advisory Committee is yet to respond to this report. 
 Current investment in  NDIS funding for autistic children and children with developmental disabilities  is around $3.5 billion per year.  Under the Thriving Kids proposal, the majority of these children would lose access to NDIS funding. The proposed federal investment in Thriving Kids is $400million per year, with the request that State and Territory government match this amount. State and Territory government have not yet committed to a funded amount for Thriving Kids. Even with state co-contributions, this indicates a major funding cut.   
Read the OTSi  response to the Thriving Kids Parliamentary Inquiry report  here:

OTSi response to the Thriving Kids Parliamentary Inquiry report - No child left behind

The Thriving Kids Parliamentary Inquiry  Report – “No child left behind” was released just prior to Christmas and the the government-appointed Thriving Kids Advisory Committee is yet to respond to this report.
Current investment in  NDIS funding for autistic children and children with developmental disabilities  is around $3.5 billion per year.  Under the Thriving Kids proposal, the majority of these children would lose access to NDIS funding. The proposed federal investment in Thriving Kids is $400million per year, , with the request that State and Territory government match this amount. State and Territory government have not yet committed to a funded amount for Thriving Kids. Even with state co-contributions, this indicates a major funding cut.   

This cost-cutting wouldill inevitably mean fewer services for children and families.   
A reduction in the number of children eligible for the NDIS is scheduled to officially begin on 1 July 202..  It remains unclear how the NDIS will define what counts as a “significant” level of disability for children going forward.  Defining a threshold for access to the NDIS is a fundamental systemic priority to ensure access to NDIS support for those who need it. 
The report recommends that the funding be delivered largely through block funding to existing providers. There were several who were explicitly named in the inquiry as potential providers who could expand services.   
There is a strong emphasis on diagnostic services and short-term allied health input, with the expectation that a plan is developed and then followed up within local communities. For rural and remote areas, this may involve “flying squads” of multidisciplinary teams.   
The Inquiry Report also proposes a referral management portal — which would itself require ongoing funding to design, implement, and maintain.   
Overall, Thriving Kids appears to represent a net decrease in access to occupational therapy and allied health, alongside a lack of commitment to OT and allied health funding in mainstream systems such as: 
• schools 
• community health 
• flying outreach teams
 • commissioned, block-funded service providers   
The Thriving Kids inquiry report did not address the scale and effectiveness of existing Commonwealth investment in allied health interventions in  education-focused settings. In this context, it is difficult to understand how a comparatively modest allocation of $400 million would meaningfully increase access to allied health supports, without structural changes to how Education funding is directed and delivered.     
The high number of children with school-can’t concerns is not adequately considered in the Thriving Kids report. This is an alarming oversight.      
The report does not address the workforce needs of allied health providers who are carers, require flexible work arrangements,  and work part time due to caring and parenting responsibilities. OTSi members indicate this is a very substantial component of the OT workforce. Further, the Thriving Kids report does not provide context around how the broader NDIS allied health workforce, would be supported to transition to new models. 
The Thriving Kids inquiry received over 500 submissions. The final report draws heavily on these submissions and includes many direct quotes from organisations, families, and stakeholders. It is well worth reading the report itself, or even using keyword searches, to better understand the different positions, priorities, and concerns raised by various organisations. 
OTSi reiterates our recommendations in the Thriving Kids Submission.   
Recommendations
Based on OTSi’s expertise and the voices of families and professionals nationwide, we recommend that:
1. OTSi recommends the establishment of a new, no-gap Medicare item, to ensure children with developmental delay and autism who cannot access the NDIS, can access evidence based therapeutic support from the allied health professional most suited to their needs, including occupational therapy – the right professional, at the right time, at the right place
2.  Protect children’s rights to individualised supports under the NDIS until foundational supports are fully funded, independently evaluated, and demonstrated to meet need. 
3.  Legislate safeguards for genuine co-design with children, families, and people with disability, consistent with CRPD Article 4.3 and the National Autism Strategy. 
4.  Build on, not duplicate, the National Autism Strategy, aligning Thriving Kids with existing commitments to strengthen pre/post-diagnosis supports, workforce development, and culturally safe practices. 
5. One size does not fit all - Protect families’ ability to choose the supports and providers that best fit their child’s needs. 
6. Adopt neurodiversity-affirming, strengths-based practice, rejecting outdated or behavioural compliance models that risk harm. 
7. Invest in equity through community-led, culturally safe supports designed in partnership with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and CaLD communities. 
8. Strengthen and sustain the allied health workforce, including small and independent OT practices, through fair commissioning, incentives for rural/regional practice, and funded mentoring and supervision.
9. Guarantee seamless transitions across early childhood, education, and health systems, ensuring children are never left without support due to eligibility cliffs or jurisdictional gaps. 
10. Recognise children as an investment, not a burden, funding early individualised supports that improve long-term outcomes and reduce downstream costs.
Link to : 
Thriving kids inquiry report 
Schooling Resource Standard - Department of Education, Australian Government
OTSI submission to Thriving Kids Inquiry




