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As part of our Lost Letters project with Surrey History Centre, It’s Not Your
Birthday But... are inviting you to send wishes to newlyweds far and wide.

Let’s shower this year’s newlyweds with joy, hope and words of wisdom. Throughout the current climate many people
have cancelled their weddings, or had much smaller scale, low key weddings than they had originally hoped for.

Well wishes for newlyweds were found in the archives in the form of letters and telegrams. The letter below was written
to Lily Ede who married Jimmie Ede in 1917. It’s a reflection of the times that the sender of this telegram, Lily’s friend
Evelyn, highlights Lily being a good catch on account of her home-making skills:
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“I know one thing. That Mr Ede is lucky in securing one so well fitted for the making of a real home.

God bless you dear and give you all the happiness it is possible to have. We know you will have a
strong arm to lean upon. Will and I both wish you all joy and happiness, fond love.”




. Send celebratory greetings and words of wisdom in
T @ K ~ Notes for Newlyweds
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Inspired by wedding telegrams and letters to Lily and Jimmie Ede, what words of advice

or hope would you send to newlyweds in 2020?
This can be done as a written message, a simple postcard or even a tweet. You may even want to send your message in
the form of a telegram as shown in the example below:

- WD apaEn B gy o o D DD ap O D

‘ "’” ey wnt et POST OFFICE, TEL

Means..c.ccuinianieissanes If the Receiver of an Inland Telegram doubts its accuracy, he
- have it rqx-ted oo payment of hali the amount. on'.:mlly paid !o:l{ At M.
Distance...cvecesescscnes i any fraction of 1d. less than 4d. being reckoned as 3d. ;

transmission, s
Collected and if it be f_wﬂa ""’“ there 's" ',ni "lﬁf?pey.an amount ” ::: o e SR e >

Handed in at Office of Origin and Service Instructions Words Received hereat

015 HLewceslo 9. i3 ‘/‘.z-lé)l».,

\
!
.‘ w'v&JMﬁgw M..; |
J
J

1% r pm/ e
W}Zb«mvlwil;u ?
neyer xﬁvp lus/{ nimg

[ destpnd. Yo ow i Tlegram. govmat 0F divtlop Yoor withes inds o
dectretwe . fip fkwp@a%%m/emwmwkwwm&atam '
i 2020 7L ¢C ak ki §o we cn §hare Yo winhes wilh tum




V""'

‘ Challenge created by: Sarah Bennett :
y Design by: Nicole Cowan |

Share your Notes for Newlyweds with us. By sending your work to us it may be
shared online, in a touring exhibition, and/or donated to the Surrey History Centre to be

stored in the archives.
The more original artwork we receive, the richer our collection will be. We would be grateful if you could
take a picture of your Notes for Newlyweds and post it online using #NotesforNewlyweds :

d itsnotyourbirthdaybut y @INYBB_ n It’s Not Your Birthday But

or email it to: itsnotyourbirthdaybut@gmail.com @ﬂ
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and then post your original to us at:
2> ‘ INYBB, The Old Bank House, 6 Station Approach, §
 Hinchley Wood, Surrey, KT 10 OSR |
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We recognise that not everyone can make it to a postbox or a post office at the current time, so if you are unable

to post it, it is fine to just post it online or email it to us. If you need help with postage costs, please get in touch.
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