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FOOTHILL HALL OF FAME

President’s Message

Welcome to the 9th Foothill Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony.  Since our first Induction Ceremony 
in 2013, the Foothill Hall of Fame Committee is proud to announce that with the inclusion of 
tonight’s recipients, 99 individuals and 9 teams are now members of Foothill’s Hall of Fame.

It goes without saying, the Hall of Fame Committee has worked tirelessly over the past ten years 
to fulfill our mission—a mission that requires financial resources.  To this end, fund-raising 
activities have generated revenue to stage this evening’s wonderful event and to provide each of 
our Inductees with a Hall of Fame ring and plaque, as well as a large plaque to be displayed at 
Foothill’s campus.  Moreover, an invaluable trove of Foothill memorabilia has been safely stored 
in beautiful cabinets constructed by David Spalinger of Skyline Cabinets.  Further, more recently 
earned trophies and memorabilia are now displayed in trophy cases located in the gym foyer and 
cafeteria; and Foothill’s newly made State and CIF Championships banners prominently hang 
from the gym ceiling.  Of course, none of this would be possible without a close partnership with 
the Foothill Principal and administration, with whom we share common goals and commitment 
to Foothill and its students. 

And to our Hall of Fame Committee:  we would be remiss not to thank a number of individuals 
who have helped us along the way: Rusty Lewis, who until recently has provided the storage 
for our memorabilia; John and Sandra Cope, who have provided the meals for our Hall of Fame 
Kick-Off BBQ and Golf Tournament; Tim Maples, who has generously donated the tables and 
chairs for our BBQ; and Daniel Felix, who made our Cornhole Tournament a great success.  
Perhaps most importantly, to the Hall of Fame Committee members—the men and women who 
have graciously volunteered their time, unhesitatingly provided their professional expertise, and 
generously offered their financial support to make this all possible —we extend our heartfelt 
gratitude, knowing that without your dedication and commitment none of this would be possible.

Finally, we thank Eric Kuhn and the wonderful staff at Bakersfield Country Club for making this 
evening’s celebration an event to be remembered. 

Go Trojans!

William F. Baker, Jr., M.D.
President, Foothill High School Hall of Fame



Mission Statement

The Foothill High School Hall of Fame is organized to preserve, promote, and celebrate the rich 
heritage and tradition of outstanding athletic, artistic, and academic achievements emanating 
from Foothill High School, Bakersfield, California. The Hall of Fame serves to recognize and 
honor individuals and teams who have made significant contributions to the academic, artistic, 
and athletic legacy of Foothill High School, as well as recognize alumni who have distinguished 
themselves through public and community service. Further, in partnership with the students and 
staff, the Foothill Hall of Fame seeks to promote, encourage, and support athletic, academic and 
artistic excellence within the Foothill High School community.

FOOTHILL HALL OF FAME

Principal’s Message

Good evening Trojans! I am honored and privileged to celebrate the induction of the Hall of Fame 
class of 2023. This is an exceptional class of inductees that sets the standard for all current and 
future Trojans. As we come together to celebrate tonight, I am reminded of the great influence 
that our Foothill family has on our community and countless other communities across this great 
nation. We are so fortunate to have an outstanding Hall of Fame Committee that is dedicated to 
keeping the Trojan tradition alive.

During the 2022-2023 school year, our Trojan athletic teams have continued to experience great 
success through the transition to a newly formed South Yosemite Horizon League. Our student 
athletes have excelled in competitions against league rivals such as Mira Monte, Golden Valley, 
and Arvin. The recently opened Del Oro High School will also compete in the Horizon League. Our 
athletic department is focused on developing our students both in competition as well as in the 
classrooms and community. Our academic programs are equally impactful as we have expanded 
our pathways to include Project Lead the Way in both Biomedical and Engineering. We are also 
quite proud of our Visual and Performing Arts program and increased our offerings this year to 
include Graphic Arts. At Foothill High School, our students learn that with Focus and Honor, they 
can and will achieve Success.

Thank you to the Hall of Fame for the continued leadership and support of our Foothill family. Our 
students are well aware that at Foothill, #WeAreTrojans!

Fight On!
Ryan J. Geivet, Principal
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1980 GIRLS VARSITY TRACK TEAM

TEAM ACCOMPLISHMENT:

• 1980 Valley Champions

• 1980 SYL Champions

• 1980 League Record 6 Wins and 0 Losses   • 1980 SYL League Meet
      Foothill 72 Highland 37   Foothill 109
       Foothill 62 South 47          North 79
   Foothill 59 North 50       West 75
   Foothill 85 BHS 24       East 66
   Foothill 62 West 47       South 52
     Foothill 70 East 39      BHS 20    
            Highland 2

TEAM MEMBERS

Front Row: Danette Fulmer, Debbie Rangel, Jeanette Striplin, Samantha Nerove,
Robin Peach, Sonya Mojica, Tammy Wood, Jackie Hammond.

Back Row: Coach Rod McClintock, Crystal Hammond, Marvice Hooper,
LaRhonda Smith, Lanette Covington, Tracy Schofield, Stacy Taylor,

Donna Mundhenke, Kelly Moore, Deanna Huddleston, Tracy Taylor, Dana Forrister. 

Not Pictured: Debra Lawson, Renee Bell and LaShonda Williams.
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Lashay Alexander  Class of 2012

Less than one per cent of all of high school graduates can say they were a four-year, 
three-sport athlete; and at the same time maintain a straight A average in an honors 
level program.  To be a member of this elite group of athletes/academicians requires 
discipline, dedication, and commitment; and clearly, Lashay possessed all of these and 
more. Her coaches describe Lashay as one of those rare athletes who always gave 
110% and was committed to helping the team more than she was herself.  In track, for 
example, most athletes specialize in either the sprints and jumps or weight events or 
long distance events. But Lashay trained and competed in events that would earn team 
points.  Her marks are not record-setting but the scale of her athletic endeavors are rare: 
100m 13:44 (2nd Dual Meet); 200m 30:44 (2nd Dual Meet); Shot Put 35’ (1st Dual Meet); 
Discus 98’8” (1st SEYL/SYL Meet); Long Jump 14’6” (2nd Dual Meet); and Relays-weight 
man- 4x100, Medley. Additionally, as a three-year starter on the varsity volleyball team, 
she chalked up an impressive list of accolades her senior year:  1st Team All-League, MVP, Team Captain, and 95 Kills/46 
Blocks.  Perhaps basketball was her most accomplished sport: 1st Team All-Area (senior); All-Area Honorable Mention 
(jr/senior); 3x’s 1st All-League (JV, Varsity); 4x’s MVP, Captain (All 4 Years); school record for combined scoring and 
rebounding;  as a senior  CIF Stats 22nd in CA w/15.3 rebounds/game; and 33rd in CA w/21.9 points/game.   Highlights 
of her athletic accomplishments include winning the 2011 Garces Christmas Classic Tournament; Coach Preston’s 
inspirational talk after a tough loss to BHS which resulted in not losing another game the rest of the season; receiving the 
Outstanding Female Athlete of the Year Award her senior year; and graduating high school with a 4.45 GPA.  After high 
school, Lashay attended University of California Santa Cruz, playing basketball all four years. After university, she taught 
special education for two years and is currently a FFA Social Worker and is pursuing a Masters in Social Work at CSUB.                
 

Pamela Swearingen-Gates Class of 1966

Her senior year, Pam Swearingen-Gates was Helen of Troy, Foothill’s Queen at the Football 
Carnival held at Bakersfield College Memorial Stadium, and president and concert master 
of the Foothill High School Orchestra under the fabulous Mr. Miller.  She went on to a 
career as a professional studio violinist, performing in over 500 television and motion 
picture scores, including the Margot Robbie movie   Bablyon, Star Trek, Spider Man, 12 
years for the Simpsons TV show and many others. She was on camera and performed 
in the final episode of Happy Days. She played on records with Michael Jackson, Justin 
Timberlake, Prince, James Brown, Smokey Robinson, Earth Wind and Fire, Barbara 
Streisand, Trisha Yearwood, Michael Buble, and Frank Sinatra, among others. 

She continues to play on tour with Andrea Bocelli.  One of the stand out events of her 
career was performing in the opening and closing ceremonies of the 1984 Olympics, 
along with playing 12 years in the Academy Awards orchestra; add to the list the Emmys, Grammys, Tonight Show, 
American Idol, and The Voice; as well as 30 years with the Hollywood Bowl Orchestra and the Pasadena Symphony.
Pam continues to serve on the Board of Directors for the American Federation of Musicians Union, working for the past 20 
years to insure that LA musicians receive good wages and working conditions. And for the past 10 years, Pam has been 
a member of LA’s Harmony Project, teaching underserved inner city children.        
         
 



Gary Woolfolk   Class of 1982

In a recent survey of more than three-hundred collegiate basketball coaches, seventy-
seven per cent chose “shooting the ball” as the number one skill they look for when 
recruiting a player-  “shooting off the catch, at midrange, off the dribble, and free throws.”  
By all indicators Gary possessed all those skills ;  so it should come as no surprise that 
his coaches and teammates remember him first as an excellent shooter; in fact, his 
statistics show him to be one of the all-time best shooters in the history of Foothill High 
School.    From his first days on the court as a freshman, he was determined to make 
the varsity squad—a feat he not only accomplished but also enhanced by earning the 
Most Valuable Player Award that year.  For the next four years, he would continue to add 
to his basketball resume a long list of impressive accomplishments: four year varsity 
starter; named MPV 3/4 seasons; twice named 1st Team All-League and All-City (junior/
senior); 2x’s  Valley scoring champion with 24 point/11 rebounds (junior) and 25 points/10 
rebounds (senior);  selected Jockey Club Athlete of the Month (senior); twice named KBAK Player of the Week (both junior 
and senior); selected All-Kern County Association team (junior); and was on three Foothill High teams that reached the 
Valley Playoffs. Additionally, Gary was SYL All-Time Leading scorer from 1982-1992;  All-Time Leading Scorer at Foothill 
until the 3 point line (1985);  he was #1 All Time Career Points with 2,000+;  #1 Highest Average per game (1980-81/25.5 
pts); #2 Highest points in single game (1980-81/ 39pts); #2 All Time Field Goal percentage (1980-81/63%); #2 and #3 
Most Points in a season (1980-81/574pts) & (1981-82/560pts);  and named to the Silver Anniversary All-Time Team.  After 
graduating from Foothill High School in 1982, Gary continued his education at Bakersfield College, where he played two 
seasons for the Renegades, averaging 15 points and 11 rebounds both years.  His coaches and teammates all agree that 
he had a deadly accurate mid-range shot; when he had his back to the basket and within 15 feet, he rarely, if ever, missed 
a shot; and, he was a gentleman on and off the court.   After college Gary joined Spectrum Communications, where he 
has worked for the past 36 years. Gary and his wife Ashlyn, along with their three daughters, Ashlyn, Jaslyn, and Sanai 
live in Bakersfield.       
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Connie St. John-Preston Class of 1975

Before 1972, California high schools did not offer the panoply of competitive sports for 
girls that exist today, but during Connie’s four years of high school, the landscape for 
girls sports began to change. When Connie tried out for and made the boys junior varsity 
basketball team, not only did she demonstrate a tremendous desire to play competitive 
basketball, but also that she had a wide range of athletic skills that put her in a “league of 
her own.” With that level of desire as her cornerstone, she went on to build an impressive 
high school athletic resume.  As a sophomore she joined the swim team; as a junior 
she competed against 30 boys to earn a spot on a 13-player basketball squad; and she 
finished the year with an impressive set of track numbers: competing in the high jump 
(Fosbury Flop 5’10”), long jump (16’8”), the 440 yard dash (60.1 seconds), and the 880 
yard run (1:27).   Her senior year she excelled at volleyball, (also selected captain by her 
teammates); she was the statistician for Coach Caffee’s varsity basketball team; and 
she ran track. For her extraordinary athletic performance, she was presented with the 
prestigious Pepsi-Cola Athlete of the Year Award (the first female athlete to be given this award); and after previously 
serving as sophomore class secretary, she was elected Student Body President that year. To this day, Connie is still 
remembered as one of the best all-around athletes to ever wear the Trojan black and gold.  
Her love of sports continued in the years after high school: she played Women’s Open-League fast-pitch softball, played 
on a traveling softball team, kept statistics for Coach Permenter’s football team, and she was the first female high school 
baseball umpire in Bakersfield.  During her 37 years as an educator, she worked as a special education teacher at Foothill 
High School; served as special education department head as well as program specialist at Bakersfield High School; 
served as department head at Shafter High School; co-developed Special Education Girls Summer Camping Program 
“The Explorers”; and she served as North High School’s Dean of Students.  For 32 of these years Connie coached a 
variety of sports: girls varsity basketball, winning the SYL title in 1987-88;   frosh-soph volleyball, basketball and softball, 
winning league titles in 2018-19.  She holds a BA and MA in Special Education from CSUB and is a founding member of 
the Foothill High School Alumni Association.  She retired from teaching in 2018.
 



Christy Houston Porter    Class of 1994

During her years at Foothill High School, Christy was a three-year member of Student 
Council, a four-year member of the basketball team (three years varsity), and a three-
year member of the track team. After high school, she attended Bakersfield College 
before transferring to Southwestern Oklahoma State, graduating with a degree in Special 
Education.  A few years later, when Christy was a young mom living in Bakersfield, 
she discovered that Bakersfield lacked an educational pre-school program for autistic 
children. Desiring to fill that void, not just for her own daughter, but for other young 
children with autism, Christy opened the Jasmine Nyree Day Care Center in 2003,  for 
children with special needs.  Within weeks the facility reached its capacity. In her own 
words, Christy recalls those early days of seeking a program, “After calling almost every 
childcare center in Bakersfield and being told ‘sorry we can’t accept your child’ I began to 
put together my plans of opening a quality childcare center for children with disabilities.”  
Years later, after the Porters had relocated to Pittsburg, PA, and as Jasmine was now about to turn 22, the age at which 
federal law ends educational provisions for students with disabilities, Christy once again answered the challenge of 
creating a program for students with special needs.  She first bought an abandoned Catholic Church and then had it 
completely renovated. Months later, this newly revived 60,000 square foot structure was transformed into a state-of-
the arts community center, dedicated to creating educational opportunities for all.  Under Christy’s leadership, the Dr. 
Phillip Birdine Center, named after Christy’s mother’s brother, opened in June of 2021.  Because of Christy’s vision and 
determination, the larger Pittsburg community enthusiastically supported this project: the Mayor of Pittsburg, Pittsburg 
Steelers’ Organization, Gateway Health, Urban Redevelopment Authority, Pittsburg City Council members, the artist 
August Vernon, and many more. In 2013-14, Bakersfield College celebrated its 100-Year Anniversary by acknowledging 
100 individuals who made a difference and who had a connection with Bakersfield College: Christy was named as one of 
these individuals.  Christy continues to devote her life to helping others improve the quality of their lives by opening doors 
for success.  
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Clint Hunt  Class of 1981

By the time Clint graduated from high school in 1981, he had accumulated a treasure 
trove of athletic accomplishments.  During his four years at Foothill, Clint earned seven 
varsity letters across three sports, and after 42 years his pole vault jump of 14’6’’ still 
stands as the school record.  Based on performance, it would be difficult to say which 
of the three sports he liked most. His four years in a football uniform (2 years varsity) 
proved to be no less impressive than basketball or track; and, by the time he completed 
his senior year he had established himself as one of the premier go-to wide receivers in 
the SYL.  In the first game his senior year, he scored a TD and was 4 for 4 on PATs.  As 
the season moved along he continued to churn out an impressive football resume.  He 
ended his senior year as the 3rd top receiver in the City, with 23 catches/465 yards and 5 
TDs and his 20.2 yards per catch was 2nd best in the SYL.  His efforts earned him All City 
2nd Team Wide-Receiver recognition, and the Most Outstanding Player award for 1980.  
Looking back on his 4 years as a varsity basketball player, perhaps his freshman year was his most memorable: not many 
high school freshmen can claim the honor of making the varsity basketball team, especially on a team that not only would 
go on to win the 1978 SYL Championship, but also end the season as the second best team in the Valley. Arguably his 
four years on the track and field team provided him the greatest opportunity to shine: as a sophomore Clint won a SYL 
gold medal in the pole vault, with a record of 13’3,” as well as helping his team win the SYL Championship that year.  As a 
junior he continued to improve in the pole vault, earning 2nd place and a silver medal in the Valley with a record of 14’6,” 
and earning 1st place and a gold medal at the Junior Olympics.  His senior year he placed 2nd (silver medalist) at Valley 
in the pole vault, 2nd place at State (silver medalist) in pole vault, and 6th place State in decathlon. He completed his 
senior year as a Baccalaureate Award recipient.  Clint continued to collect an impressive list of athletic accomplishments 
throughout his collegiate career: he was a member of the Bakersfield College Renegade football team that won the Potato 
Bowl Championship in 1981; he played strong safety and punted for the 1983-84 Azusa Pacific football team and helped 
the 1983 team win the NAIA Championship; he was a member of the 1982-84 track teams; he won the Silver medal in 
the Pole Vault in 1982; and was a member of USA Men’s Track Team (World Games in Mexico City). 
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Lanette Covington-Hopkins  Class of 1980

Lanette’s list of accomplishments in track are legendary. In 1979-80 she was 
acknowledged as one of the top female sprinters in California; she earned six varsity 
letters in volleyball and track; and she set several track records, some are still standing 
today. While earning a varsity letter in track both her freshman and sophomore years, 
Lanette’s best years were still in front of her.  Her junior year she set a 200 meter record 
(26.1), placing 4th in the Valley; she placed 1st at the Valley Championship in the 440 yard 
dash (62.0);  she was a Silver medalist at the State in the 100 yard dash  (11.8 seconds);  
and she placed 1st in the 440 yard dash at the State Championship.   Her senior year, 
she continued in the same trajectory: in 1980 she was Valley Champion in 100 meters 
(12.4 seconds) and set a school record in qualifying time of 12.2 seconds;  she was Valley 
Champion in 400 meters (58.4 seconds), setting another school record in qualifying (58.2 
seconds);  she was 2nd in Valley (Silver medalist) as anchor of the 400 meter relay (48.7 
seconds), setting a school record in the final;  she was 2nd in Valley (Silver medalists) 1600 meter relay (3.59), setting a 
school record in the final;  her 4-event medal winning performance contributed to the girls’ track team winning the Valley 
Track Team Championship; and at the close of the season she was selected the West Coast Award Recipient for 1980 
(only 1 male and female selected within the West Coast).  No doubt she loved and excelled in track, but she also loved 
the excitement of playing volleyball. Not many high school freshmen have the skills or talent to play varsity volleyball, but 
Lanette played varsity  both her freshman and sophomore years.  In addition to earning a varsity letter both years, Lanette 
was selected team captain her sophomore year. Then in 1978 she became very ill with valley fever and was sidelined from 
athletic activities for much of that year.  But incredibly, as a statement to her immense athletic talent, after 42 years she 
still holds the Foothill High School 400 meter record at 52.8 seconds.   She continued to set records during her tenure at 
Bakersfield College: she placed 2nd in the 100 meter at the Metropolitan Conference Championships at 12.3 seconds, 
and she still holds the 40-year record in the One Mile relay (4:05.87), set at B.C. in 1981.  She had the fastest leg time of 
57.8 seconds (with Kara Davis Ragland, Cathy Wilson and Karie Pitman).

Craig O’Brien    Class of 1981

Looking back at his student days at Foothill High School, Craig would agree that nothing 
he did then would have prepared him for the unimaginable career that was to follow 
graduation.  His four years on the track team, (three SYL Championship teams), his year 
running cross-country, his two years wrestling JV and  one year varsity, taught him the 
importance of discipline and proper conditioning, but he soon discovered there was a 
whole new set of skills necessary to succeed as a stuntman/cameraman. With more than 
26,000 sky-diving jumps and 29 years of experience to his credit, he easily stands out as 
one of the world’s most successful professional freefall photographer, cinematographer 
and stuntman. It is not surprising then that Craig’s list of accomplishments is stunning: 
3x World Champion Skydiver, 6x National Champion Skydiving, Formation Skydiving 
World Records (2004 & 2006), 2x World Stunt Taurus Award Winner (honors the movie 
industry’s best and brightest stunt professionals for extraordinary performances in feature 
films), Best Specialty Stunt (Iron Man 3), Best High Work (Iron Man 3), Screen Actors Guild Award Nominee (2021), and 
Outstanding Action Performance by a Stunt Ensemble in a Comedy or Drama Series (The Falcon and the Winter Soldier).  
Additional full length movies that depended on his stunt and skydiving expertise include: Black Widow (2021), xXx Return 
of Xander Cage (2017), Point Break (2015), Hand Of God (2015), Godzilla (2014), The Hangover Part III (2013), Iron Man 3 
(2013), The Bucket List (2007), Jane Austin Book Club (2007), and Charlie’s Angels (2000).  Perhaps his most challenging 
and most rewarding work was the Halo jump he photographed in filming the skydiving portion of Mission Impossible—
Fallout (2018). During the course of making this movie, Craig made 85 jumps and Tom Cruise made 112 jumps out of the 
wide-open aft ramp of a C-17 aircraft. On each separate jump, Tom followed Craig, who had a heavy camera mounted on 
top of his helmet while facing Tom, all the time in a free fall, and transmitting a live feed to technicians in the aircraft above 
them.  Craig’s breath-taking aerial cinematography on this Halo jump sequence of the movie earned him high praise from 
Tom Cruise as well as fellow skydivers around the world.  Other movies and documentaries found in Craig’s resume as a 
stuntman/aerial cameraman include: Those Who Wish Me Dead (2021), David Blaine Ascension (2020), Running Wild With 
the Bear Grylis (2015 & 2020), Medical Police (2019), Kingsman: Secret Service (2014), Godzilla (2014), and The Amazing 
Race (2005), Behind the Fallout: The Making of ‘M:1-6 (2018) to name several.        
   



1988 Basketball Division II State Champions 2013
Dave Edmondson Lonnie Shelton Ted Oliver Jeff Houghton
Gary Blackford Joey Porter John Ackerley Richard Polson, M.D.
William Baker, Jr., M.D. Ned Permenter Mike Ackerley
Bob Ezell Cheryl Alexander Darrell Nerove

1965 SYL Championship Football Team 2014
Neil Agness Jon Des Pois Bill Moore Joe Turner
Bolanle “Bo” Alade, M.D. Chuck Harriger Max Odom Jim Wooster
Ted Armijo Ray Juhl  Jerry Robinson
John Clark Maryann Martinez Rashaan Shehee

1969 Divisional Championship Football Team 2015
Gary Askew Michael Dallas, Sr. Mallori Gibson Rossi Harvel Pollard
Mari Lynn Conley Greg Grimes Gary Harris Steve Coburn
Tim Hartnett Mark Newbrough, M.D. Reggie Phillips

1984 Men’s Finals Basketball Team 2016
Jan Graves Rod McClintock Frank Provensal Jonathan Baker
Dan Shannon Leon Jackson Jimmy Thompson
Kirk Moore Kara Schuetz Susank Donn Grigsby

1974 SYL Championship Football Team 2017
Roman Gutierrez Joe Padilla  Chuck O’Brien Halima Decree  
Ryan Valencia Nathan Sparks Pete Lizama Chris Childs
Jim Foss Miguel Gutierrez Buzz Caffee

1976 Valley Championship Basketball/1998 Wrestling Teams 2018
Tim Maples Mike Anderson David Hill Rosetta Cappello Reed
Tim Hansen Steve Smith Alison Baker Avalos
Andy Puget Steve Roberts David Reese

1981 SYL Championship Football Team 2019
Greg Little Allan Galyan Victor “Vic” Diaz Dr. Stephen Newbrough
Dorothy “Dot” Morey Cecil Crowder Dr. Joe Thompson Cody Colchado Jr.
Stephen Baker John NesSmith Larrianne Tatman (Setser)

1972 Co-Valley Championship Combined Boys and Girls Tennis Team
Terry Hickey Fred Acosta Mike Hailey Mike Maggard
Grover Rains Steve Acosta Benjamin Victor
Oscar Garza Janet Brown-Espericueta Steve Brummer

1980 SYL Champions and Valley Champion Girls Varsity Track Team 2023
Lashay Alexander Pamela Swearingen-Gates Connie St. John-Preston Lanette Covington-Hopkins 
Christy Houston Porter Gary Woolfolk Clint Hunt Craig O’Brien 
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THANK YOU to our sponsors
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THANK YOU to our committee
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