Compliance Issues surrounding Treated Timber,
e (T2) and Termite Management Systems

Termite Management System

In Australia, some builders use termite-treated timber (T2) as part of a termite
management system. However, T2 timber alone does not constitute a complete
termite management system and does not exempt builders from complying with the
Australian Building Code. The Building Code mandates a comprehensive termite
management strategy, which may include physical barriers, chemical barriers through
a reticulated system, or other suitably compliant and tested methods tailored to the
site’s specific conditions and location.

In a 2021 article from Envirotectures’ Dick Clarke, the use of T2 timber to rely on
termite management raises many concerns. The following is an excerpt from
Mr. Clarke’s article.
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“Treated H2 timber framing is a time bomb with no benefit.”

"...The near-universal use of H2 blue, green or red framing timber in construction is now a time
bomb for landfill in 20-40 years’ time. It cannot be composted nor recycled, and thus is sent to
landfill. In an ideal world, buildings would be carefully deconstructed, and every skerrick reused, but
in the Land of Oz, where labourers are paid S55 per hour, and land(fill rates are less than 5200 per
tonne that is just a pipe dream...”

For T2 Timber to satisfy the manufacturer’s warranty requirements, notwithstanding the NCC
requirements to fulfill a termite management for new homes built in declared termite zones, the
manufacturers require cut (exposed) ends to be chemically sealed.

In his article, Mr Clarke goes on to say that,

“..Any exposed cut ends, which are by definition untreated, like the ends of top and bottom plates, must be sealed with an
appropriate toxic chemical liquid.

To quote one manufacturer’s technical bulletin: The recommendation of AS 1604.1 for all treated
products in the hazard classes including H2 and H2-F is that good building practice is to reseal with
a suitable timber preservative, such as Protim Solignum XJ Clear Timber Protective or Tanalised
Enseal Clear. To meet the conditions of the chemical guarantee, minimum reseal requirements
apply (refer Table 3, CHH Laserframe Product Guide).

Likewise notches, chasings and other cut penetrations must be resealed, though the details vary
between manufacturers.

...So, in reality, the so-called security being sold to consumers is false — any claim for termite attack
will be rejected once the forensics find all that untreated end-grain.”

Dick Clarke is the founder of Envirotecture, an award winning architecture and design practice in Sydney and
Ballarat. He has a Masters by Research from the Institute of Sustainable Futures (UTS). He is an Accredited
Building Designer (NSW), and Fellow of the Building Designers Association of Australia, in which he is Chair of
Sustainability. He is also President of Renew, publisher of Sanctuary Magazine and host of Sustainable House
Day.

He is also President of Renew, publisher of Sanctuary Magazine and host of Sustainable House Day.

*Notes:
1) AS3660.2 says that regular inspections are required to complement the Management
systems installed in the building, and no more than 12 months apart.

2) In order for Surveyors/Certifiers to pass a build that requires the installation of a termite
management system, an appropriate CERTIFICATE of INSTALLTION must be presented.

T2 Timber framing or similar termite resistant timbers do NOT constitute an appropriate termite
management system.

Please check with your Surveyor/Certifier for clarification.
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