
JOIN US
TUESDAY
NOVEMBER 9, 2021

6:30 PM

MARSHFIELD TOWN 
HALL
2nd Floor

Marshfield Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) 

CAN’T ATTEND IN PERSON

ZOOM:  

Please note that while an option for remote attendance and/or 
participation is being provided as a courtesy to the public, the 
meeting/hearing will not be suspended or terminated if 
technological problems interrupt the virtual broadcast, unless 
required by law. 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83276773239?pwd=TUw0bzhVMU01
RytqTUlyNm1aUUw3Zz09 

Meeting ID: 832 7677 3239 Passcode: 346432. One tap mobile. 

Must have microphone or you will not be able to speak. Must 
have camera if you want to see video. If dialing in on a phone, 
please use *6 to mute and unmute.

Harbor Master asking Marshfield ZBA to approve 94 New Parking Spaces & 18 Trailer Spaces in a wetland area

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83276773239?pwd=TUw0bzhVMU01RytqTUlyNm1aUUw3Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83276773239?pwd=TUw0bzhVMU01RytqTUlyNm1aUUw3Zz09


AGENDA

#21-59A: Town of 
Marshfield/Harbormaster 
The Petitioner is seeking a Special 
Permit in accordance with §305-
10.10, §305-10.12 and §305-13.02 
for the extension and alteration of 
an existing nonconforming use and 
Site Plan approval under §305-12.02 
of the Marshfield Municipal Code to 
regrade the Town’s existing Dredge 
Spoils Area (DSA) to provide 
additional parking for a total of 
ninety-four (94) parking spaces and 
eighteen (18) trailer spaces for use 
by Harbor Park visitors and overflow 
parking for the Town Pier on the 
property located at Joseph Driebeek
Way which is further identified on 
the Assessors’ Maps as being on 
parcel M07-03-01 and is located in 
an R-3 zoning district. 

https://www.marshfield-ma.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif3416/f/agendas/zba_agenda_11-09-21.pdf

https://www.marshfield-ma.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif3416/f/agendas/zbaagenda102621.pdf


HARBOR PARK PARKING

HARBOR MASTER HAS NOT SHOWN 
OR DOCUMENTED NEED.  PARKING IS 
ONLY BUSY A FEW TIMES A YEAR. 
NO TRAFFIC STUDY FINDINGS? 
NO BOATER COMPLAINTS?  
NO SIDEWALKS IN BRANT ROCK.

PIER PARKING

NARROW BRIDGE FROM HP PARKING TO PIER PARKING

BEAUTIFUL HARBOR PARK



HISTORY OF PROPOSED SITE AS DOCUMENTED IN 
APPLICATION HAS BEEN A DSA SITE SINCE 1931



Is the site safe to dig?    

• “DPW will test but not until ZBA decides on how to proceed."
Tom Reynold, DPW Superintendent

• Department of Environment Protection (DEP) 401 rules (established 
in 1980) started to test DSA material prior to disposal.  Anything after 
1980 has been tested.  Anything before 1980 is unknown. 

• DEP Waste/Solid Waste Management reviewing now internally as 
Conservation contacted DEP Wetlands.  Final findings will not be 
available until after ZBA meeting on 11/8.



What are all these laws quoted in Agenda?  

AGENDA

#21-59A: Town of Marshfield/Harbormaster 

The Petitioner is seeking a Special Permit in accordance 
with §305-10.10, §305-10.12 and §305-
13.02 for the extension and alteration of an 
existing nonconforming use and Site Plan approval 

under §305-12.02 of the Marshfield Municipal 
Code to regrade the Town’s existing Dredge Spoils Area 
(DSA) to provide additional parking for a total of ninety-
four (94) parking spaces and eighteen (18) trailer spaces 
for use by Harbor Park visitors and overflow parking for 
the Town Pier on the property located at Joseph 
Driebeek Way which is further identified on the 
Assessors’ Maps as being on parcel M07-03-01 and is 
located in an R-3 zoning district. 

By-Laws By-Law Name

§305-10.10 Special Permits.

§305-10.12 Permit for extension or alteration 
of nonconforming use or 
structure.

§305-13.02 Coastal wetlands district.

§305-12.02 Site plan approval. 

https://www.marshfield-ma.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif3416/f/agendas/zbaagenda102621.pdf


Marshfield Town 
Bylaw - Article XIII 
§ 305.10.10

Special Permits. Table of use on ZBA application is a Refuse Facility –
not parking lot..  

Do we need additional parking at Harbor Park and the Town Pier?  Harbormaster 
wants (94) parking spaces and eighteen (18) trailer spaces. Law states: it needs to be 
“essential or desirable to public convenience or welfare” and it “will not create 
undue traffic congestion or unduly impair pedestrian safety.”  Come to the ZBA 
meeting.  NOVEMBER 9.  6:30PM.  Town Hall.  Come and have your voice heard.  



Marshfield Town 
Bylaw - Article XIII 
§ 305.10.12

Permit for extension or alteration of nonconforming use or structure.
What is allowed for extending or altering property that’s 
nonconforming.   



Marshfield Town 
Bylaw - Article XIII 
§ 305.13.02

The Coastal Wetlands District. The zoning only allows for a few 
municipal uses, and outside of that it does not allow for structures or 
filling of land. DEP states land needs to be capped 3ft or higher to be 
safe.



Marshfield Town 
Bylaw - Article XIII 
§305-12.02

Site Plan Approval. Guidelines for execution and used to evaluate the 
impacts of a proposed project.



Sewer Treatment Plant

Dredge Sites
Site to regrade into parking lots

In a coastal wetland

FEATURE:
Coastal Natural 
Community 
Systems

SOURCE:
MASS GIS 
OLIVER

10/21/21



Sewer Treatment Plant

Dredge Sites
Site to regrade into parking lots

FEATURE: 
Tidelands 
Jurisdiction 
Chapter 91 
Marsh 
Boundary -
landward

SOURCE:
MASS GIS 
OLIVER

10/21/21

In a coastal wetland



Wetlands 
Protection Plans 

of 1972

still in effect 
today

State law is clear



Massachusetts 
Wetlands 

Protection Act, 
G.L.c.131,$40

Harbormaster is seeking a 

Special Permit in accordance 

with §305-10.10, §305-10.12 

and §305-13.02 for the 

extension and alteration of 

an existing nonconforming 

use



DEP RESPONSE REGARDING 
USE OF DREDGE AREA FROM 1930s

Irene J. Lavoie

Mass DEP

20 Riverside Drive

Lakeville, MA 02347

CO
NT

AC
T

Southeast Regional Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection, Bureau of Air and Waste Solid Waste 
Management Section



DEP RESPONSE TO FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUESTION

Irene J. Lavoie

Mass DEP

20 Riverside Drive

Lakeville, MA 02347

CO
O
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IN
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O

R



Date Description URL

May 1, 2013 Selectman, Town Planner, Businesses 
meet on need for additional parking. 

https://marshfield.wickedlocal.com/ar
ticle/20130501/NEWS/305019629

US ARMY CORE OF ENGINEERS, Page 
32  - history of dredging harbor

https://scholarworks.umb.edu/cgi/vie
wcontent.cgi?article=1044&context=u
hi_pubs

May 1984 Impact Report, Town Pier Access 
Roadway and Parking, Marshfield, 
Mass., EOEA -#:4840, May 1984, 
Prepared by Edwards and Kelcey, Inc.

IN PROCESS

1974? NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS – 1970s 
election on site to build voted down at 
Town Meeting due to environment

IN PROCESS

Brant Rock Dredge – News and History 

https://marshfield.wickedlocal.com/article/20130501/NEWS/305019629
https://scholarworks.umb.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1044&context=uhi_pubs



