




























































"Development firm behind proposed Mason data center identified"
Portrait of Susan VelaSusan Vela
Lansing State Journal 8/21/2026  

MASON — The company that wants to develop a hyperscale data center on more than 400 acres near Mason
has been identified as Ohio-based Comino Development, records show.

Correspondence between officials in the Ingham County Drain Commissioner's office, Mason City Manager
Deb Stuart and a Comino Development official were initially obtained from Ingham County by a local resident
and subsequently by the State Journal.

The documents identify Comino Development, an acronym for Community Innovation Development Partners,
but not the eventual end user of the proposed project. Comino Development is based in New Albany, Ohio, a
city that has more than 15 companies including Google, Meta and Microsoft running more than 40 facilities
for the data center industry.

Stuart and Mason Mayor Russell Whipple have said they don't know the end user of any potential data
center.

Stuart declined to discuss Comino or Bryan Stone, Comino's managing principal who has been vetting a large
parcel in Vevay Township on the northeast corner of College and West Columbia roads. However, emails show
Stuart has been in communication with Stone since October of 2025.

Stone, with Stuart's help records show, inquired in October of 2025 to Ingham County officials about a county
drain that cuts across the site of the proposed data center. Paul Pratt, Ingham County's deputy drain
commissioner, responded by writing in a Nov. 24, 2025 email, "your proposed land use in Vevay Township,
which you chose not to disclose, would require rerouting of an open county drain on the property you are
acquiring."

And Whipple said he and two other Mason officials visited New Albany, Ohio, to check out its data centers,
and Stone helped guide their visit. Whipple did not say who else from Mason took the trip.

Comino Development's involvement is the latest twist in a controversy in the small Ingham County
community sparked by the data center proposal and which has led to protests at council meetings, recall
efforts and a packed race for City Council seats in November. The dispute has pitted city, school district and
other officials who argue the area needs the massive influx of tax dollars a data center would bring against
township officials and residents who don't want rural farmland used by a data center.

No one at Comino Development answered the phone listed for the company's New Albany, Ohio office on
Aug. 20 and Aug. 21, and messages left by the State Journal were not returned.

Stuart in a phone interview with the State Journal declined to discuss any information about Comino or the
development, saying doing so could subject her or the city to liability. She did confirm Comino is not the end
user and that “it’s pretty standard for large development processes to have a site selector or a land developer
first.”

She told the State Journal she has not signed an NDA, or non-disclosure agreement, in connection with the
project.



“The key thing to note is we get private inquiries about due diligence all the time,” she said. “There are things
at the city we cannot share when a private development is still in negotiations and this one still is in
negotiations.”  

Whipple said Stuart was approached about a potential data center in late 2024, talks became serious by
spring 2025 and he learned of Stone after that.

Whipple said Stone and his company try to find land for business projects.

“Bryan has been in contact with the city manager for quite some time. Which we’ve admitted in public 50
times,” he said. “This is nothing new. I don’t know what the big hullabaloo is, other than the fact that people
know the name of somebody who’s been inquiring about buying property.”

Whipple also defended the trip to see New Albany's data centers and Stone, which was made before Mason
officials introduced a now-repealed ordinance designed to strengthen data center regulations in the city.

“He is someone who works in the data center business, at least on the acquisition side and the development
side,” Whipple said about Stone. “He had knowledge of what was going on in New Albany, so we drove down
there. There’s no ulterior motive. It’s called due diligence. It’s called good governance. It’s called being
responsible. We wanted to gain as much information as we could.”

Patrick Dolton, a 48-year-old Aurelius Township resident who lives less than a mile from the proposed site,
received the 10 pages of correspondence after filing a late July Freedom of Information Act request, asking
for, among several related requests, "correspondence (including emails and letters) relating to the proposed
data center development and the Aurelius–Vevay Drain."

While the public records don't reveal an end-user, they do reveal another wrinkle in a proposed development
that is likely facing years of red tape.

Pratt wrote to Stone that rerouting the Aurelius and Vevay Drain on the property would be a time-consuming
process, and the proposed project is already facing lengthy timelines related to annexation of the land from
the township to the city.

In June, Vevay Township trustees rejected a conditional land use transfer proposal and tax-sharing agreement
that could have netted the township at least $1 million a year for 30 years.

Another attorney, Alan Greene of Dykema Gossett PLLC in Bloomfield Hills, has also been in communication
with Mason officials. He indicated to city officials in February that he represented a client who is "evaluating
sites" for a potential hyperscale data center development in or near the city. However, earlier this month he
filed a request with the State Boundary Commission on behalf of four sets of property owners of the 400-plus
acres to annex the township land to Mason. That annexation process requires three independent meetings of
the State Boundary Commission over 12 to 24 months to be completed, according to Emily Fitzgerald,
spokeswoman for the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs.

Greene declined comment.

Pratt told the State Journal he does not know the name of any potential end user of the proposed
development. It's unlikely the Aurelius-Vevay Drain, which stretches 3.5 miles in both Aurelius and Vevay



townships and sits in a drain district of more than 2,000 acres, could be rerouted - if that's the plan - until
after there's a decision on the annexation. The real end users would have to be known to start such a project,
he said.

It kind of goes from side to side. It kind of curves across the landscape," Pratt said of the drain.

Pratt explained state and possibly federal agencies would have to be involved.

"As I told you, rerouting of a stream such as this drain is subject to approval by EGLE and possibly the US
Army Corps of Engineers. Such approval(s) are often time-consuming," Pratt wrote to Stone in October of
2025.

The drain, Stone wrote that same month, is a "critical" issue for the proposed project.

"Deborah is very much correct in saying the drain has become a critical issue on our end and I would love to
have thechance to meet with you in person to walk you through where we are in our process and learn more
about some of the different options that might be available," Stone wrote to Pratt on Oct 20.

Dolton, who has lived in the Mason area most of his life, said he learned over social media last spring about a
data center possibly moving into the northwest corner of Vevay Township. He lives about a mile away, on a
lake surrounded by farm fields.

“Not a lot of people were talking about the drain that I know runs through that property,” he said. “I know
how important drains are out here. I also know the Aurelius-Vevay Drain has other drains going into it.

When he filed his public records request, he also asked for engineering reports, hydrology and drainage
studies, stormwater management plans, environmental reports, and much more. The county did not charge
him, he said, for a response that included the correspondence as well as a extensive list of individual PDF files.

“I’m worried that the landscape would change super soon,” Dolton said. “I would like a plan or an idea before
annexation. It doesn’t make much sense to say, 'Yes, you can control or take ownership or governance or
whatever you want to call it over this piece of property without a plan of rerouting that drain first.

"What if they just get it. It's a county drain, so the city wouldn’t really have all that much control. Wouldn’t
they need to have a plan in place of how to reroute it before they even know if they can build there and if
they can’t build there why would they want to annex it in the first place or allow the annexation?"

Dolton and other residents remain upset, which is evident in social media activity and at packed council
sessions.

In the application to the State Boundary Commission that Greene submitted, he wrote that "The development
proposed for the Property to be annexed is a world-class hyperscale data center campus (the 'Project')
representing a capital investment of approximately $1 billion," Greene wrote. "Once operational, each phase
is anticipated to employ approximately 30 to 90 personnel, with anadditional 100 to 200 third-party
employees and service providers including security, facilitiesmanagement, food service, maintenance, and
other support functions visiting or working at the siteon a daily basis.

Some of the selling points Greene made in his pitch to the commission was the tax revenue benefits for the
city, and he noted Mason is facing a $28 million project to replace its wastewater treatment plant and steep



drain assessments levied by the county drain commissioner. Mason currently collects about $5.2 million a
year in property taxes, and its tax base is 66% single-family homes and 7% tied to the auto industry. The data
center is expected to generate between $8.4 million and $12.6 million annually for the city.

He also noted local schools, including Mason Public Schools and the Ingham Intermediate School District,
would see a "transformative" impact from an increase in local property taxes.

Greene argued there would be little impact on Vevay Township, which gets about $1,100 annually in taxes
from the property on which seven residents live, all of whom are prepared to move. 

Greene made the request to the State Boundary Commission on behalf of the land owners, which records
show include Chellison's Enterprise's LLC, including members Peter and Michael Hall (3146 and 3388 W.
Columbia roads, about 398 acres), Patricia Hall, a trustee for the Hall Family Trust (202 N. College Road, 3.5
acres), Gerald and Cheryl Howe (232 N. College Road, 1.97 acres) and David and Joan Jones (260 N. College
Road, 1.97 acres). All requested the State Boundary Commission annex the acreage into the city of Mason.

A town hall meeting is planned to hear residents concerns on the proposed project in September.

“I can’t say that I feel better,” Dolton said. “Honestly, I’m scared of (the data center) going in, and I’m scared
of what it’s going to do to the water supply around here, the electricity bills. The housing market, what it’s
going to do, the value of everything.

“I also know that – data centers - they’re going to be evolving and advancing over the next five to 10 years.
This data center might be obsolete in five years and the city of Mason won’t even ask for a surety bond. It’s
almost like they’re just trying to push this thing through real quick.”

Contact editor Susan Vela at svela@lsj.com or 248-873-7044. Follow her on Twitter @susanvela.

~ Paula Caltrider
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