 VILLAGE OF ASHKUM

MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING 
MAY 4, 2026
The Ashkum Village Board met Monday, May 4, 2026 @ the village hall.  Present were Paul Heideman, Donna Schmitz, Mike Cotter, Shannon Meier, Angie Wycoff, Shelley Ponton, Ellen Mikeworth, and April Lyons. Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, Treasurer Krystal Alberts and Therese Simoneau, from The Advocate were also in attendance. 
President Heideman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Clerk Donna Schmitz emailed the minutes of the April 21, 2026. Angie Wycoff moved to approve the minutes as sent, seconded by Mike Cotter, and the motion passed. 

NEW BUSINESS/VISITORS  

President Heideman recognized Treasurer Krystal Alberts, who gave the treasurer’s report for February 2026. April Lyons moved to approve the report as read, seconded by Shannon Meier and the motion passed. Angie Wycoff moved to present the February 2026 bills to the Finance Committee, seconded by Shannon Meier and the motion passed. Finance Chairman Mike Cotter reported expenditures of $100,835 in the General Fund and expenditures of $29,592.28 in the Water Works Fund. Total expenditures in both funds were $130,427.28. Mike Cotter moved to pay February bills in the usual manner, seconded by April Lyons and the motion passed. Treasurer Krystal gave the board report for March 2026. Finance Chairman Mike Cotter reported expenditures of $22.266.97 in the General Fund and expenditures of $20,909.82 in the Water Works Fund. Total expenditures in both funds were $43,176.79. Mike Cotter moved to pay March bills in the usual manner, seconded by Angie Wycoff and the motion passed.
President Heideman recognized Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, who reported the timer on the tornado siren is bad. Braniff Communications looked at it and advised Derek the springs are stretched. A new timer with a digital battery backup would cost $218.32. Derek talked to a Granger representative and he can either order it himself and the representative could walk him through installing it or he could order it from them and they install it. Derek was unsure whether the warranty would be good if he installed it. Derek will get the cost from Granger both ways. If there isn’t much difference, then with a cap of $250 he could place the order with Granger and have them install it.
President Heideman brought the following before the board for discussion and/or action:
· President Heideman reported Sheila Blasey was coming to the meeting tonight but didn’t make it. She was going to register a complaint about her neighbor’s dogs barking all the time and running loose. We have a vicious dog ordinance on file to handle cases like this.
· President Heideman reported he had been contacted about having a Cruise Night in town. They would bring antique cars and park them on Main Street for a couple of hours and then leave. They have raffles and donate half to local organizations. They could bring in food trucks in. They would like to have it the first Friday in June (June 5).  It was a consensus to approve their request as it would be good for village. 
· Star Disposal contacted President Heideman by text about sweeping the streets this week.  Derek reported we don’t need them swept this year.
· The Brake Time liquor license has been approved and they have both licenses. President Heideman contacted our attorney and was advised to give them both. They had to have the liquor license before they could get the gaming machines. 
Deputy Joe LaCost reported things have been pretty quiet and no problems. The new stop signs are up – a stop sign and yield sign on the same corner does cause a little confusion.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Trustee April Lyons had no report.

Trustee Ellen Mikeworth reported she picked up half the flowers; she has the ones for the park and has to get with Sharlene Finegan about the flowers for Main Street. Sheila Schmidt is storing them until we schedule a plant date. Ellen also picked up three huge pots for the park to place near memorial benches. She got a great deal at $20 each. Ellen asked if we could schedule a drive thru, and after checking calendars, May 11th at 5:15 p.m. was good for all who were going.
Trustee Shelley Ponton inquired about the stat.us of the ongoing court case and was advised the new court date has been scheduled for the middle of July. Shelley discussed her neighbors delinquent water bills.  They had two water leaks and they asked if they could pay $400 monthly or $200 bi weekly until they get caught up? Shelley asked if we could also deduct the finance charges ($300 in interest). Shelley Ponton moved to deduct the finance charges, seconded by Angie Wycoff, and the motion passed. The village has a drop off box at the village hall and their payment could be dropped off any time. 
Trustee Angie Wycoff had no report.
Shannon Meier reported her son Derek if available for part time work if the village has work that needs to be done. Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller said there is plenty of things he could do.  Shannon also gave an update on our grant application for the Splash Pad Project. On April 22nd the USDA rejected our application because we have too much money to receive a grant. James Clarage is looking into other options that may be available.

Mike Cotter reported there will be a Budget Meeting on Saturday May 23rd at 9:00 a.m. at the village hall. He asked if we heard anything more regarding the police pay and was advised just what was discussed at a previous board meeting.  
Clerk Donna Schmitz had no report.
Treasurer Krystal Alberts had no report.

As there was no further business to come before the board, Ellen Mikeworth moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 p.m., seconded by Shelley Ponton, and the motion passed.

The next scheduled meeting will be Tuesday, May 19, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. at the village hall.  
DONNA K SCHMITZ

VILLAGE CLERK 
