 VILLAGE OF ASHKUM

MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING 
JUNE 1, 2026
The Ashkum Village Board met Monday, June 1, 2026 @ the village hall.  Present were Paul Heideman, Donna Schmitz, Mike Cotter, Shannon Meier, Shelly Ponton, Ellen Mikeworth, and April Lyons. Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, Therese Simoneau from The Advocate, Ash-Clif Police Chief Jim Lehmkuhl, Deputy Joe LaCost, and village resident Madison Mosier were also in attendance. Trustee Angie Wycoff was not present.
President Heideman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Clerk Donna Schmitz emailed the minutes of the May 19 2026 meeting. Ellen Mikeworth moved to approve the minutes as amended, seconded by Mike Cotter, and the motion passed. 

NEW BUSINESS/VISITORS  

President Heideman recognized village resident Madison Mosier, who was present to discuss her water bill that was almost double of the normal bill. Her normal bill is usually $90 and this bill is $180. Ms. Moser reported she checked everywhere she could think of and talked to Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller about it. Derek checked with the meter reader, then went back 15 minutes later but there wasn’t any usage registered, which meant there wasn’t a leak. Derek reported he checked her history and her usage was normally six to seven thousand gallons, but this one was 24,000 gallons, so obviously something strange happened. Derek advised Ms. Moser to come to a board meeting and plead her case. After a short discussion Ellen Mikeworth moved Ms. Moser pay the average of her normal bills and the village utility clerk adjust her current bill with no penalties, seconded by Shannon Meier and the motion passed. 
President Heideman recognized Ash-Clif Police Chief Jim Lehmkuhl, who was present to give an update on what’s been going on in town. Chief Lehmkuhl reported we had a second dog bite today. He contacted Iroquois County Animal Control. According to our vicious dog ordinance, we have the right to deem it a dangerous dog/nuisance dog, quarantine it for ten days, and then remove it from town. Chief Lehmkuhl explained the rules that must be followed during the ten-day quarantine. After the ten days are up, the owner must take it to a veterinarian to be checked for rabies. The owner then must either euthanize the dog or rehome it, but it cannot be brought back to the village. Upon questioning, Chief Lehmkuhl reported golf carts will be inspected Wednesday June 10th and Saturday June 13th at the village hall from 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  Complaints about underage golf cart drivers and four-wheelers speeding through town were discussed at length. Deputy Joe LaCost reported he would be working at the car show on June 5th from 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. and asked how things were to be done. 
President Heideman recognized Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, who reported on the following:

· Kankakee Truck Equipment has completed the work on the truck bed. The tire cost was $5,100, switching the lines minus a $500 trade in for our old truck was $4,700. If the board agrees with the trade in and the costs, Derek and Adam will go and pick it up. Trustee April Lyons moved to accept Derek’s recommendation, seconded by Mike Cotter and the motion passed.
· Derek reported he checked the trees by Judy Palmer’s home, and the only tree on village property is the farthest one north on Washington Street. The dead tree is not on village property and would be her responsibility to have it taken down.

· The Jones family, who lost their house due to a fire, asked why they’re still getting a water bill when there isn’t a house there. They are planning to rebuild in the same location. After discussion it was decided to credit their account for what was paid since the fire. When the new house is up and they’ve moved in, they will start with a credit on their account. Utility Clerk Troy Meier will be advised to suspend the account until the Jones family resumes usage. 
· Derek reported he’s ordering his Class B workbook from Illinois Rural Water and said they’ll come and do a study together with him. Once he passes the test, he’ll send in all his hours (which started from his date of hire) and wait for the Class B certification. Tim Hamilton’s services for signing the reports for the EPA will no longer be needed.
· We’re having more problems with people dropping off paint cans and siding at the burn pile. Derek will lock the gate on weekends. 
· Derek reported Kale Kaufman (owns the trucking business) wants to construct a shop building on his property. He isn’t within the village limits, so Derek informed him he has to go through the county for all requests. The county requires a sprinkler system for all buildings, which is very expensive. Kale went to the Planning Commission asking to be annexed into the village, because we don’t require a sprinkler system on buildings.  Derek was asked to have Mr. Kaufman attend a board meeting to discuss the matter.
· Derek wanted to make sure the certified letters sent for violations of village ordinances he knows how much the fine would be if the violators didn’t comply or make necessary changes. During the discussion that followed the board decided the fine starts at $50 per offense and after 14 days the fine becomes $100 per offense per day.

President Heideman brought the following before the board for discussion and/or action:

· A letter was received from Iroquois County Animal Control stating we haven’t entered an Intergovernmental Agreement with them. Chief Lehmkuhl said if we have an agreement, they would charge us $50 to pick up a dog, if not it would be $100. We didn’t know if there would be an annual fee or what our benefits would be.  President Heideman will contact them for clarification.
· FS Heritage sent paperwork/an invoice regarding prepaying propane at a discounted rate. The prepay amount is $1.89 per gallon plus sales tax for $1,083 per year. This includes a credit of $807.17 from last year. Ellen Mikeworth moved to enter the contract with FS, seconded by Shelley Ponton and the motion passed.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Trustee April Lyons had no report.

Trustee Ellen Mikeworth had no report.
Trustee Shelley Ponton asked about the EPA inspection and was told our EPA inspection is June 24th. The Illinois Rural Water inspector has already been here and everything looked good. Shelley also asked about the Veteran Monument in the park not being fixed yet.  Mike Chamness will be called regarding the matter. Shelley also commented on grass clippings in the street and asked whether it would ruin the curbs. Derek didn’t think so, but said they’ve already been sprayed. This led into a discussion about the need for an edger to remove grass from the curbs. Ellen Mikeworth moved to allow Derek to purchase an edger and extra blades, seconded by Shelley Ponton and the motion passed.
Shannon Meier reported there are funny and very strong odors on Sixth and Fine Streets.  It could be because it’s so dry. Shannon also asked about fences with tarps on them. Some could be for privacy, one for neighbor having dogs and owner put tarp out so his dog won’t see it, and one with chickens being distracted by car lights. Shannon reported the Outreach Committee will be offering nachos and popcorn at the antique car show. She also reported the town wide sales will be June 25-27th. 
Mike Cotter reported there are pools without fencing.  Derek will contact the owners.
Clerk Donna Schmitz had no report.
As there was no further business to come before the board, Shannon Meier moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:19 p.m., seconded by Shelley, and the motion passed.

The next scheduled meeting will be Tuesday, June 16, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. at the village hall.  
DONNA K SCHMITZ

VILLAGE CLERK 
