 VILLAGE OF ASHKUM

MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING 
JANUARY 5, 2026
The Ashkum Village Board met Monday, January 5, 2026 @ the village hall.  Present were Paul Heideman, Donna Schmitz, Mike Cotter, Angie Wycoff, Shannon Meier, Shelley Ponton, and Ellen Mikeworth. Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, Treasurer Krystal Alberts, Jerry Holohan and his daughter Collen, and Deputy Joe LaCost were also in attendance. Trustee April Lyons was not present. 
President Heideman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Clerk Donna Schmitz emailed the minutes of the December 16, 2025 meeting. Ellen Mikeworth moved to approve the minutes as read, seconded by Angie Wycoff, and the motion passed. 

NEW BUSINESS/VISITORS  

President Heideman recognized Jerry Holohan, who was present to express his appreciation for the generous donations and village participation over the years with the Santa visit to the Fox Development Center in Dwight. Jerry discussed all the good things Fox has been able to do with all the donations.
President Heideman recognized Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, who reported on the following:

· Derek reported he had been asked by several people about installing a 3-way stop sign at the west end of town by the curve. There have been several close calls and currently with no stop sign, people aren’t stopping. After discussion, Angie Wycoff moved to have three stop signs added, seconded by Shannon Meier and the motion passed.
· Derek reported he’s been approved by Blue Cross Blue Shield Insurance and is waiting for the information and the cost.  It’s basically the same coverage he had with Health Alliance.

· Derek reported he received his Class C license from the IEPA. This will increase his salary $750 per year. Derek also reported he is studying for his Class B license and once he passes that, he’ll be able to do the signatures and we’ll no longer have to pay Tim Hamilton $200 a month to do the signatures. 
President Heideman recognized Treasurer Krystal Alberts who gave the Treasurer’s report for November 2025. Mike Cotter moved to approve the report as read, seconded by Angie Wycoff, and the motion passed. Shannon Meier moved to present the bills to the Finance Committee, seconded by Angie Wycoff and the motion passed. Finance Chairman Mike Cotter reported expenditures of $6,071.16 in the General Fund, and expenditures of $19,408.15. Total expenditures both funds were $25,479.31. Mike Cotter moved to pay all November bills in the usual manner, seconded by Shannon Meier and the motion passed.
President Heideman brought the following before for discussion and/or action:

· Attorney Brian Hiatt prepared the amended Liquor License Ordinance. After reviewing the changes, Angie Wycoff moved to approve Ordinance 2026-01 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ORDINANCE TO REGULATE THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC LIQUOR AND VINOUS BEVERAGES IN THE VILLAGE OF ASHKUM, ILLINOIS, seconded by Ellen Mikeworth and the motion passed by a roll call vote. Mikeworth, aye; Ponton, aye; Wycoff, aye; Meier, aye, Cotter, aye. Lyons was not present.
· In the past, a monetary Christmas gift was given to employees, and President Heideman asked if we want to continue the process? Ellen Mikeworth moved to give the normal gift ($100) to the regular employees, seconded by Mike Cotter and the motion passed.
· Clerk Schmitz prepared the 2026 Calendar Meeting Agenda. After reviewing the calendar and making changes, Shelley Ponton made a motion to approve the calendar as amended, seconded by Angie Wycoff and the motion passed.

President Heideman recognized Deputy Joe LaCost, who was present to update the board of recent police activity. Deputy LaCost reported it’s been a quiet month. He took pictures of the Shop with a Cop during the Christmas holidays but forgot to bring them. The person who had been living in the tent is now living in Kankakee.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Trustee Ellen Mikeworth reported she’ll leave the Christmas trees up until March, after the Chili Cook Off 
Fund raiser on February 21st. She thought it would make the street a little festive. Ellen also reported the gutters on Lake and Main have a lot of pine needles, and Derek reported that was on his project to do. Ellen asked about the status of the café lights for Main Street, and Derek responded he’ll have hard figures by February 1st.  Ellen asked if Piggush has any projects for this year and was told no. Ellen didn’t want things torn up during the Homecoming because it’s a big year for the Lions’ Club. Ellen asked if we could hang lights from the pavilion to the bathroom? No action taken at this time. 
Trustee Shelley Ponton had no report.
Trustee Angie Wycoff asked about the Awards Banquet. The decision was to check March 7th or March 14th. Clerk Schmitz will call the Long Branch for availability. Ellen asked we could include Jim Lehmkuhl and Joe LaCost and the board was agreeable. 
Shannon Meier reported their committee will be making calls asking for donations for the proposed Splash Pad Project.
Mike Cotter asked for an update of the Joint Police Contract. President Heideman reported he talked to the village attorney and his advice was to talk to the Clifton Mayor.

Clerk Donna Schmitz had no report.

Treasurer Krystal Alberts reported Nick Coon is interested in serving on the Planning/Zoning Committee. He’s engaged to her daughter and will be married in October. He’s wondering what he needs to do to be appointed. The Zoning Board has to recommend him to the Village Board and the board will make the decision.

A question was asked if someone is coming into the Pizza Palace, but no one had a definitive answer.
As there was no further business to come before the board, Shelley Ponton moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:21 p.m., seconded by Shannon Meier, and the motion passed.

The next scheduled meeting will be Tuesday, January 20, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. at the village hall.  
DONNA K SCHMITZ

VILLAGE CLERK 
