 VILLAGE OF ASHKUM

MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING 
DECEMBER 16, 2025
The Ashkum Village Board met Tuesday, December 16, 2025 @ the village hall.  Present were Paul Heideman, Donna Schmitz, Angie Wycoff, Shelley Ponton, Ellen Mikeworth and April Lyons. Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, was also in attendance. Trustees Mike Cotter and Shannon Meier were not present. 
President Heideman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Clerk Donna Schmitz emailed the minutes of the December 1, 2025 meeting. Ellen Mikeworth moved to approve the minutes as amended, seconded by Angie Wycoff, and the motion passed. 

NEW BUSINESS/VISITORS  

President Heideman recognized Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, who reported on the following:

· Derek reported the water main break on Washington Street was due to the saddle rotted and was corroded all the way through. The people who fixed it arrived at 10:00 a.m. and were done at 2:00 p.m. The water was restored and everything was okay.

· Derek reported he tried the lab in Herscher for water samples and had an awesome experience. He took water samples at 4:30 p.m. or 5:00 p.m. (after hours) and they were done by noon the next day. The lab was very nice and didn’t charge for an emergency testing this time.
· Derek reported there are several delinquent water accounts and he sent letters with a shut off date.

· Derek reported he and President Heideman attended and testified in the court hearing regarding the ongoing lawsuit against a resident in violation of village ordinances. The violator has 30 days to comply, and if he’s not in compliance, he’ll be in violation of the court. The next status hearing date is January 9, at 1:30.

· Derek reported his insurance carrier (Health Alliance) has dropped him and is going away. He contacted several companies for rates but the premiums were extremely high. He contacted Roger Heideman and his quote was $1,114 a month if he was in a group plan. Even though a group plan has more than one full time employee, the fact we have part time employees, we qualify for a group plan rate. After a lengthy discussion, April Lyons moved to offer a group plan insurance to village employees, seconded by Angie Wycoff and the motion passed.

OLD BUSINESS
President Heideman reported Gary Helton, brother of Marlene Bokker, asked if the village would forgive the finance charges on Marlene’s delinquent water bill. The finance charges total $269.36. Gary is handling her estate since Marlene recently passed away. Gary said he would pay the bill right away if the finance charges were forgiven. The check would be for $977.07. ($312 for garbage and $665.07 for water) April Lyons moved to forgive the finance charges, seconded by Shelly Ponton, and the motion passed.
President Heideman reported Brake Time will pay a maximum fee of $500 for updating the liquor license which allows a gaming room where liquor will be permitted.  President Heideman will contact Village Attorney Brian Hiatt to prepare the amended ordinance.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Trustee April Lyons had no report.
Trustee Ellen Mikeworth reported she’ll decorate the Christmas tree in front of the museum in a Grinch theme. 
Trustee Shelley Ponton asked if the big truck from the Township is insured yet and was advised we just got the title today and it will be taken care of.  Shelley asked for an update on the potable tank and was advised Derek is getting more information and pricing. This will have to go through the IEPA regarding permits and engineering. Shelley expressed her concern about the monies we are paying for police protection. A lengthy discussion followed and it was a consensus we should check with Clifton for more information  
Trustee Angie Wycoff had no report.

Clerk Donna Schmitz had no report.

President Heideman reported Jerry Holohan wanted to come and thank the board for our donation to The Fox Center, but he suffered a heart attack. 
As there was no further business to come before the board, Shelley Ponton moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:01 p.m., seconded by Angie Wycoff, and the motion passed.

The next scheduled meeting will be Monday, January 5, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. at the village hall.  
DONNA K SCHMITZ

VILLAGE CLERK 
