 VILLAGE OF ASHKUM

MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING 
DECEMBER 1, 2025
The Ashkum Village Board met Monday, December 1, 2025 @ the village hall.  Present were, Paul Heideman, Donna Schmitz, Mike Cotter, Shannon Meier, Angie Wycoff, Shelley Ponton, Ellen Mikeworth and April Lyons. Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, and Deputy Joe LaCost were also in attendance. 
President Heideman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Clerk Donna Schmitz emailed the minutes of the November 18, 2025 meeting. Shelley Ponton moved to approve the minutes as sent, seconded by Mike Cotter, and the motion passed. 

NEW BUSINESS/VISITORS  

President Heideman reported Village Attorney Brian Hiatt prepared the 2025-2026 tax levy ordinance. After discussion, April Lyons moved to approve Ordinance 2025-02, AN ORDINANCE LEVYING TAXS FOR ALL CORPORATE PURPOSES FOR THE VILLAGE OF ASHKUM, ILLINOIS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING ON THE 1ST DAY OF MAY, 2025 AND ENDING ON THE 30TH DAY OF APRIL, 2026 seconded by Angie Wycoff and the motion carried by a roll call vote. Lyons, aye; Mikeworth, aye; Ponton, aye; Wycoff, aye; Meier, aye; Cotter, aye.
President Heideman recognized Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, who reported on the following:

· Derek asked what we need to do to get the truck the township gave us insured? Adam Weber said he will keep it insured until Derek lets him know it’s covered under our plan. President Heideman reported all we need is the vin number and he’ll contact our insurance company.
· Derek reported he’ll be meeting tomorrow with a representative regarding the portable tank that will possibly be used for the water tower work.
· Derek reported Ameren will install a light on the southeast pole at the school at no charge to the village, but we would pay the normal monthly rate.
· Derek reported he found information in our code book regarding someone living in a tent.  The code book states there are minimum requirements for living space and it has to be a structure with a common living space, bathroom, heat, and running water. Derek will give a copy of the ordinance to Deputy LaCost so when he addresses the issue with the person residing in the tent, he’ll have the paperwork to back it up.

· Derek reported the person with the delinquent water bill paid $100 but still has a balance due of $579.43. Trustee Mike Cotter will talk to the person to set up a payment plan. The owner will have to be notified as she would be responsible for paying the bill if the renter doesn’t.
· Derek reported the plow blade caught on the concrete in front of Mugshots. Derek thought he would take the part that’s broken out and put in some quick Crete and form it up to the shape of the rest of it.  
· Derek reported Tim Potts is helping with snow removal. Gary Cailteux isn’t working in the winter. 

OLD BUSINESS
President Heideman reported on the following:
· Attorney Brian Hiatt reported the maximum he would charge to update our liquor license would be $500.
· President Heideman will contact Brake Time about the cost to update the ordinance. If they agree to pay for updating, their gaming room license request would be approved. If they don’t agree, their request will be denied. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Trustee April Lyons had no report.
Trustee Ellen Mikeworth had no report but expressed her appreciation to everyone for donating the small Christmas trees on Main Street. 
Trustee Shelley Ponton asked if Derek got prices for the control panel screen and was advised we received an invoice for it. Shelley asked if we cover the fire hydrants on the highway during winter and was advised we do. Shelley also reported the FFA is having a pancake breakfast on December 13th and Santa will be there.
Trustee Angie Wycoff had no report.

Trustee Shannon Meier reported Clifton donated money for Shop with a Cop and asked if the village was going to participate again. They have a list of angel tree recipients and could use it for shop with a cop. After a short discussion, Shannon Meier moved to donate $500 to Shop with a Cop, seconded by Shelley Ponton and the motion passed.
Trustee Mike Cotter reported they went to the Police meeting with Clifton and there will be more of a cost for us. Mike reported they forgot to ask about the new part timer and how much that increase would be. President Heideman thought it should be included in the cost we currently have. We thought we had a 50-50 contract with Clifton. During the discussion that followed, the board felt we should be included with decision making and negotiating. Mike said he would talk to Jeff Hanson for a breakdown of the charges. Mike asked about our Awards Banquet and was told it’s usually in February or March. He asked because Nick from the Longbranch is sick and was concerned about how that would affect our dinner.
Clerk Donna Schmitz had no report.

President Heideman recognized Deputy Joe LaCost who reported they had a good month with nothing serious going on. Joe said they were thinking about doing a police fund raiser (Cop at the park) to raise money for the Christmas Shop with a Cop.  They want to include food (ham or turkey) with the gifts.
As there was no further business to come before the board, Shannon Meier moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:38 p.m., seconded by Mike Cotter, and the motion passed.

The next scheduled meeting will be Monday, December 18, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. at the village hall.  
DONNA K SCHMITZ

VILLAGE CLERK 
