 VILLAGE OF ASHKUM

MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING 
JANUARY 6, 2025
The Ashkum Village Board met Monday, January 6, 2025 @ the village hall.  Present were Paul Heideman, Donna Schmitz, Mike Cotter, Shannon Meier, Angie Wycoff, Shelley Ponton, Ellen Mikeworth, and April Lyons.  Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, Treasurer Krystal Alberts, Therese Simoneau from The Advocate, were also in attendance. 
President Heideman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Clerk Donna Schmitz emailed the minutes of the December 17, 2024 meeting. Shannon Meier moved to approve the minutes as sent, seconded by Mike Cotter, and the motion passed. Clerk Schmitz also emailed the minutes of the December 23, 2024 Special Board meeting.  Mike Cotter moved to approve the meeting as sent, seconded by Angie Wycoff and the motion passed.
NEW BUSINESS/VISITORS  

President Heideman recognized Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller who reported on the following:

· Derek reported the alley is done and more gravel will be added in the spring.  Adam Weber turned in an invoice for the use of the dump truck, road mix, the use of the backhoe for breaking the rock pile/loading the truck, and for road mix for the water main break at Tri Central in the spring. The total invoice was $515.32.
· He’s getting all the equipment ready for winter.

· He’s going to scoop up the gutters one more time before winter.
· He’ll be studying for the water test in February.

· There’ve been two building permits issued this month, one was for Trinity Church to erect a shed.
· The water leaks were fixed. 
President Heideman brought the following before the board for discussion and/or action:
· President Heideman reported he and Tracy picked up the two Christmas trees in Mahomet.
· The village attorney prepared the tax levy ordinance for years 2024-2025. After reviewing the ordinance, April Lyons moved to approve Ordinance 2024-03 AN ORDINANCE LEVYING TAXES FOR ALL CORPORATE PURPOSES FOR THE VILLAGE OF ASHKUM FOR YEARS  2024-2025, seconded by Angie Wycoff and the motion passed by a roll call vote. Lyons, aye; Mikeworth, aye; Ponton, aye; Wycoff, aye; Cotter, aye. Trustee Shannon Meier wasn’t in attendance.
· Clerk Schmitz created the 2025 Calendar Meeting Agenda. After reviewing all meeting dates, Mike Cotter moved to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Angie Wycoff, and the motion passed.
· A date for the Annual Awards Banquet was discussed.  Two dates, February 1st or the 8th were the favored dates where everyone would be available. Clerk Schmitz will contact Lindsay at the Longbranch to see if either date works for her.

· President Heideman reported Therese Simoneau sent paperwork she thought the village might be interested in about funding/planning grants that were available for unsewered communities. After a short discussion, President Heideman reported he would contact Neil Piggush about the matter. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Trustee April Lyons had no report.

Trustee Ellen Mikeworth had no report but reminded the board the garbage rates are going up in February.
Trustee Shelley Ponton asked if we’ve received demolition prices yet and was advised we haven’t. 
Trustee Angie Wycoff had no report.

Trustee Shannon Meier reported she’d asked Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller if he could use some part time help this summer as her son  

Trustee Mike Cotter had no report.
Clerk Donna Schmitz had no report.
Treasurer Krystal Alberts had no report. 
As there was no further business to come before the board, Angie Wycoff moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 p.m., seconded by Shelley Ponton and the motion passed.

The next scheduled meeting will be Monday, January 6, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. at the village hall.  
DONNA K SCHMITZ

VILLAGE CLERK
