 VILLAGE OF ASHKUM

MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 8, 2026
The Ashkum Village Board met Tuesday, September 8, 2026 @ the village hall.  Present were Paul Heideman, Mike Cotter, Shannon Meier, Angie Wycoff, Shelley Ponton, Ellen Mikeworth, and April Lyons. Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, Treasurer Krystal Alberts, Greg Stark, nd Gary Cailteux, a member of the Planning Commission were also in attendance. Clerk Donna Schmitz was not present.
On Campbell
President Heideman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Clerk Donna Schmitz emailed the minutes of the August 18, 2026 meeting. Angie Wycoff moved to approve the minutes as sent, seconded by Mike Cotter, and the motion passed. In the absence of Clerk Schmitz, Trustee April Lyons will be taking the minutes of tonight’s meeting.
NEW BUSINESS/VISITORS  

President Heideman recognized Greg Stark, who wanted to discuss the lots adjacent to his property. Greg states the maps shows Sixth Street going through lots and since it had been designated a street, the taxpayers have not been paying for it. Vacating the street would put the street back on the taxpayers. The initial survey was done by hand and now surveys are done by GPS and satellites. Greg feels this could be the reason this survey is different.  Greg had the lots surveyed for Con Campbell and states he is taking the lot next to his house. President Heideman clarified whether Marion Street would stay and Greg confirmed he will not be developing the property but isn’t sure what Harold Wilken is planning and he has the majority of lots. The land was surveyed by Piggush and they will fix all the deeds when the street has been vacated. Marion could be a thru street if a house is built back on that property, then the property owner would be responsible to develop the street. Following discussion, the board will plan to vacate Sixth Street and leave Marion Street as is.
President Heideman recognized Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, who reported on the following:

· Derek reported he needed to call resident regarding a high water bill because he was unable to attend the meeting in person, but wanted discuss it with the board. He has moved but will pay the bill. He’s behind due to the finance charges and was asking if the board would work with him.  The wife talked to the board and advised them she had made partial payments but when the new bill would arrive, the late fees were more than the water. After a lengthy discussion, the board’s decision was to have the family pay $248.66 per month for the next three months. April Lyons moved to forgive the finance charges, seconded by Ellen Mikeworth and the motion passed.  If they miss a payment, the late fees will be added back on. It was suggested we should consider asking the owner pay the water bill instead of the renter.
· Casi Brace contacted Derek about our web page. She thought it was very nice but wondered if we thought about adding business and churches so people can see what we have to offer. There is already information on the page, but it may need to be updated. 

· There’s a water leak on Cloke Street and Haley’s looked at it this afternoon and put in an emergency locate hoping to work on it tomorrow. Derek said it might be under the newly tar and chipped road. It’s bubbling up in the road. Derek thinks it was Charles Wright’s service line leaking and not a water main.
· The tank at TPU is in desperate need of pumping out. It’s an 8,000-gallon tank and gets backwashed every 20-30 hours. The backwash water goes into an 8,000-underground tank. There’s a pump in that tank and when it gets full the pump turns on and pumps it out. The pump is bad and isn’t pumping the water out. It’s at least 20 years old. Derek was advised to go ahead and get a new pump. 
· Derek Meier and Derek cleaned out the tank in this building and it went well.
· Both plant’s backwash into Mouse Creek. We Have a permit with EPA that allows us to discharge it into Mouse Creek. The permit is renewed ever 2-3 years, and EPA wants to know exactly what is going in the creek.
· Kevin Mayo sent a quote to clean the sidewalks, pavilion, basketball court, restroom, etc. The board decided to revisit in the spring, due to fall being right around the corner. Falling leaves stain sidewalks.
· The maximum set back zone on our wells was a topic discussed. Illinois Rural Water representative brought up the maximum set back zone to Derek. You can apply through the EPA for the set back where the village protects 1,000’ radius around every well head. Everyone was in favor of the 1,000’ radius and thought Derek should pursue applying through the EPA. Derek’s not sure if there’s a cost but would find out and report back to the board. 
· The only thing that you can disguise the sewer smell is to put chlorine tablets in the drain. There isn’t anything but water in the drain, no solids. The smells are really bad when we haven’t had rain and it’s dry.

· There are things being added to our daily water testing. The nitrification plan requires us to test for more and is very time consuming. There is a tester DR1000 at $5,468 that can perform the tests at a fraction of the time it currently takes. After discussion Mike Cotter moved to purchase the DR1000, seconded by Angie Wycoff and the motion passed. We’ll have to buy materials to do the testing. The tester we currently have is a DR900 and about 2 years old and cost $2,600. Illinois Rural Water could post it for us if we want to sell it.  
President Heideman recognized Gary Cailteux, a member of the Planning Commission, who was present to update the board of their activities and to answer questions the board may have. Gary didn’t have anything new to report. President Heideman asked if they’ve discussed annexing B & S Transportation and they did and they’re all for it. They will talk about it tomorrow and vote on it. President Heideman contacted our village attorney and as soon as they vote, he’ll take the next steps.
President Heideman brought the following before the board for discussion and/or action:

· President Heideman reported we received a $3,335.00 franchise check from Ameren and a $1,515.22 franchise check from Comcast.
· The village attorney prepared the Appropriation Ordinance for May 1, 2026 and ending April 30, 2027 and asked if anyone wanted to review it before action is taken. April Lyons moved to approve ORDINANCE #26-03, AN ORDINANCE MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR CORPORATE PURPOSES FOR THE VILLAGE OF ASHKUM, ILLINOIS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING ON THE 1ST DAY OF MAY, 2026 AND ENDING ON THE 30TH DAY OF APRIL 2027, seconded by Angie Wycoff and the motion passed by a roll call vote. Lyon; aye, Mikeworth; aye, Ponton; aye, Wycoff; aye, Meier; aye, and Cotter; aye. 
· President Heideman reported the check sent to Clifton for the Ash-Clif salaries was found and the village account is current. The check was posted to the wrong account in error.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
April Lyons had no report.
Trustee Ellen Mikeworth reported she called Neil Piggush and asked how things are going. We’re approximately half way and by 3/31/2027 he thinks we should be looking better with our scoring. Our funding score is at 265 and needs to be 365. He asked if a debt ordinance meeting had been passed – it has to be passed. We’ve never heard anything about it. The Lion’s Club wants to do a fund raiser and she’s going to check pricing on artificial turf and pavers. Ellen talked about grass clippings on the roads. We need to do something about it.
Trustee Shelley Ponton asked what the city of Bartlett’s FOIA request was for. What were they going to do with the information? We don’t know. The public notice cards that went out was that from copper level a year ago? Derek explained what they were for. What about the water filters – Derek is still waiting for quote information. What are the plans for the church? Day care, as a chapel for wedding, meeting room, etc. Have we decided on zoning administrator? Not yet but working on it. Grass is going drains – can they clean them out? Lion’s Club needs community project and maybe they can help with electrical in the park. What about the veteran’s memorial in the park? She talked to Mike and he said he’s at a standstill. Need to talk to Deputy LaCost because he’s been working on it.
Trustee Angie Wycoff had no report.
Trustee Shannon Meier had no report. 
Trustee Mike Cotter asked about storm drains at Gary Cailteux’s property……………………
Treasurer Krystal Alberts had no report.
As no further business to come before the board, Ellen Mikeworth moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:07 p.m., seconded by Angie Wycoff, and the motion passed.

The next scheduled meeting will be Tuesday, September 22, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. at the village hall.  
DONNA K SCHMITZ

VILLA/GE CLERK 
