 VILLAGE OF ASHKUM

MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING 
FEBRUARY 2, 2026
The Ashkum Village Board met Monday, February 2, 2026 @ the village hall.  Present were Paul Heideman, Mike Cotter, Shelley Ponton, Ellen Mikeworth, and April Lyons. Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, Treasurer Krystal Alberts, Therese Simoneau from The Advocate, Ash-Clif Police Chief Jim Lehmkuhl, Deputy Joe LaCost, and Clifton Mayor Jeff Hall was also in attendance. Trustees Angie Wycoff, Shannon Meier were not present. 
President Heideman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Clerk Donna Schmitz emailed the minutes of the January 20, 2026 meeting. Ellen Mikeworth moved to approve the minutes as sent, seconded by Mike Cotter, and the motion passed. 

President Heideman reported at the last meeting ALM Lawn Care sent paperwork confirming lawn care services for early summer lawn care application for the village sign ($95), and the same application for the park ($1,235). We received the information too late to put it on the meeting agenda so it needs to be addressed tonight. After a short discussion, Ellen Mikeworth moved to approve the continued service at the prices quoted seconded by Mike Cotter and the motion passed. 
President Heideman recognized Clifton Mayor Jeff Hall, who was present to discuss the Ash-
Clif Police contract. Even though the contract is supposed to be 50-50, Ashkum wasn’t included in the discussion when increases were given or when a new part time employee was hired.  Mayor Hall understood our concerns and promised Ashkum would be included in all future discussions.   
President Heideman recognized Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, who reported on the following:

· Derek distributed copies of reports he’s created for the board – An Annual Water Leak Report and An Annual Tile Repair Report. Derek explained the reports provide a comprehensive list of water leaks and tile repairs over the course of a year and is intended for record-keeping, maintenance planning, and transparency for village residents and officials.
· There’s a fire hydrant log that we had to have. We did a test, flushed, and pressure tested all the hydrants - that’s big for the Fire Department because they have to have all that information and we have an ISO rating. It sounds like they may be coming this year to do an ISO inspection. They’ll want all water tower consumption all and the gallons per minute on the hydrants. Our liability insurance rates are based on their findings.
· EPA came today and tested well #2 and we’re on an every two- year rotation.

President Heideman reported we received a check from Clifton for our share of the fines but they also deducted expenses for the new part time employee.  Mayor Hall indicated that’s not right and took all the paperwork plus the checks back to Clifton to be corrected.
Deputy Joe LaCost reported he got the police car serviced and brought the invoice for payment. Joe said things in town are looking good, but we should be aware when we go out. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Trustee April Lyons had no report.

Trustee Ellen Mikeworth requested no large purchases be approved at the next meeting while she and Shelley were on vacation. She’s on the Finance Committee, and would like the whole committee to be present when large purchases are being considered. 

Trustee Shelley Ponton had no report.
Mike Cotter reported the family would like the memorial money for his father to go to the Ashkum Outreach Committee. Mike reported Shannon opened an account at the bank and deposited $4,300 for the proposed Splash Pad Project. The committee is very pleased with the amount of money and baskets being donated for the Chili Cook Off on February 21st. There are twelve people on the committee and they’re meeting once a month. They’re talking about hosting events every three months. Shelley asked if we can recycle the water because people are asking if their water bills will be going up. The intent is to recycle the water, and as we get closer to installation, everyone will be notified on how everything will work.  
Clerk Donna Schmitz had no report
Treasurer Krystal Alberts gave an update on the cost of Derek’s insurance ($1,418.18) per month, and reported it would be handled the same manner as before. Krystal reported the audit should be done – the auditor was waiting for the secretary to do the paperwork.
Krystal also gave the treasurer’s report for December 2026. Mike Cotter moved to accept the report as read, seconded by April Lyons and the motion passed.
As there was no further business to come before the board, Mike Cotter moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:16 p.m., seconded by Shelley Ponton, and the motion passed.

The next scheduled meeting will be Tuesday, February 17, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. at the village hall.  
DONNA K SCHMITZ

VILLAGE CLERK 
