 VILLAGE OF ASHKUM

MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING 
MAY 19, 2026
The Ashkum Village Board met Tuesday, May 19, 2026 @ the village hall.  Present were Paul Heideman, Donna Schmitz, Mike Cotter, Angie Wycoff, Ellen Mikeworth, and April Lyons. Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, Jeff Glenn, Fire Chief, Nick Coon, the newest member of the Planning Committee, Ralph Weaver, Carl Sparenberg, and Dawn Joly, representing Cruise Night, were also in attendance. Trustees Shannon Meier and Shelly Ponton were not present.
President Heideman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Clerk Donna Schmitz emailed the minutes of the May 4, 2026. Angie Wycoff moved to approve the minutes as sent, seconded by Mike Cotter, and the motion passed. 

NEW BUSINESS/VISITORS  

President Heideman recognized Ralph Weaver and Carl Sparenberg who were present to discuss the village purchasing the Methodist Church.  Ralph reported the church was advised Conference Trustees had to be to establish the selling price and that was the reason for the hold up.  He was contacted today by Conference Chancellor Kurt Laudeman stating he needs the name and telephone number of the contact person from the village and he would get in contact with that person. The contact person is President Heideman. Ralph reported the church was restricted in what we could sell and what we couldn’t. Anything that was attached (church pews, stained glass windows, cabinets, curtains, etc.) had to remain. Anything with the Methodist flame had to be removed before the sale.

President Heideman recognized Dawn Joly, who was present to discuss the Cruise Night event on Friday, June 5th. Ms. Joly reported they have collected 150 donations for baskets to be raffled, there will be 50/50 tickets and the proceeds will go toward the Splash Pad Project. The other raffles will be given to the people who are showing their cars. Other dates they are asking for are July 10, August 7, and September 4. If it rains, there will not be a rain date. 
Next year they would like to do something for kids, offer a battle of the bands contest, food trucks, and whatever the village could come up with. When asked how many cars Ms. Joly responded anywhere from ? to 100. Over 300 fliers have been distributed and they have an additional 200 ready to hand out. Derek will place barricades on Main Street between 3rd & 4th streets. The Lions’ Club will be doing the food, and the bars have been invited to serve alcohol. They asked for donations for a banner to be hung on Main Street advertising the event. (if the village would allow it)
President Heideman recognized Nick Coon, a member of the Planning Commission, who was present to answer questions the board may have regarding activities of their commission. Nick reported there was nothing new to report, but they’re working with Angel Crawford to check for grants the village may qualify for.
President Heideman recognized Fire Chief Jeff Glenn, who was present to discuss the problems he’s been experiencing with Ameren in getting electricity for the training center they’re going to build. Ameren needs an actual address or they won’t run electricity to the building. Jeff believes the address is 408 South Michigan but the problem is the village abandoned Michigan Street 20 years ago. Jeff is asking the village write a letter to Ameren advising them the address is 408 South Michigan. Discussion followed and it was decided the village will write the letter and Jeff will email it to Ameren.
President Heideman recognized Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, who reported on the following:

· He’s been working on the annual water report and thinks he has it done. Because we had violations, every single bill paying customer has to be notified of the report and not pay for it. The link has been put on the water bill so residents can look it up. We must have three avenues people have access to the report. Illinois Rural Water has provided a link and Derek reported he had Nick Ponton put it on our web page.

· Our EPA inspection is June 24th so Derek and the EPA representative will go through the water plants and testing the water.

· He has a meeting with Illinois Rural Water the beginning of June and they’ll go through the water treatment plants and do a mock inspection. He has a copy of our last inspection (3 years ago) and whatever was on that report, they’ll make sure it won’t be on the new one.

· Derek received a quote from Braniff Communication for the timer on the tornado siren. The quoted cost is $1,250 ($875 is labor) and $275 for the timer. There is no warranty because it’s not his timer. He’s ordering it and installing it – the same as Derek would be doing. After a short discussion, Ellen Mikeworth moved to have Derek order the timer ($218.32) and install it, seconded by Angie Wycoff and the motion passed

President Heideman brought the following before the board for discussion and/or action:
· A franchise check in the amount of $1,612.99 was received from Comcast.

· The Iroquois Economic Development Association sent information about what they offer to members and invited the village to consider becoming a member. Dues are $2,500 per year. During the discussion that followed, board members didn’t think becoming a member would benefit Ashkum because we’re a small community. New businesses wouldn’t find us as a desirable or profitable place to set up a business.  Trustee Ellen Mikeworth reported she would contact County Board Chairman Paul Ducat, who was instrumental in the village receiving $15,000 grant money, regarding the membership and when we have all members present, we can act on the request. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Trustee April Lyons had no report.

Trustee Ellen Mikeworth inquired about the status of the tile problem at Cherie Hoganson’s and Derek responded they have a camera and will install it to check where and what the problem is. Ellen asked if the Main Street lights project could be put up before the Cruise Night event on June 5. Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller responded the bucket truck is back and the lights will be up. Ellen also reported there is a dead tree near Judy Palmer’s residence on Fifth Street and wondered if it was on village property. Derek said he’d measure 50’ from the center of the road, and thought it was a good possibility it was on village property. The removal of the tree would then be the responsibility of the village. Ellen asked Derek if the letters sent to businesses regarding ordinance violations had a deadline date to comply with our ordinances and was advised they did not. Ellen thought it was time impose fines as it doesn’t appear the violations have been corrected. She suggested the possibility of offering a matching fund for façade improvements as an incentive to get things done. Ellen reported a resident inquired whether we had a sidewalk program and was advised we do. They asked if we could promote it to see if other people would be interested and do multiple sidewalks could be done at the same time.  Ellen also reported there are yard in town looking really bad. 
Trustee Angie Wycoff had no report, but advised the board she wouldn’t be at the next board meeting.
Mike Cotter had no report.
Clerk Donna Schmitz had no report.
In the absence of Treasurer Krystal Alberts, Finance Chairman Mike Cotter gave the Treasurer’s report for March 2026.  Mike Cotter moved to approve the report as given, seconded by April Lyons, and the motion passed.
As there was no further business to come before the board, Mike Cotter moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 p.m., seconded by April Lyons, and the motion passed.

The next scheduled meeting will be Monday, June 1, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. at the village hall.  
DONNA K SCHMITZ

VILLAGE CLERK 
