 VILLAGE OF ASHKUM

MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING 
JANUARY 20, 2026
The Ashkum Village Board met Tuesday, January 20, 2026 @ the village hall.  Present were Paul Heideman, Donna Schmitz, Mike Cotter, Angie Wycoff, Shannon Meier, Shelley Ponton, and Ellen Mikeworth. Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, Treasurer Krystal Alberts, and Gary Cailteux, a member of the Planning Commission, were also in attendance. Trustee April Lyons was not present. 
President Heideman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Clerk Donna Schmitz emailed the minutes of the January 5, 2026 meeting. Mike Cotter moved to approve the minutes as sent, seconded by Angie Wycoff, and the motion passed. 

NEW BUSINESS/VISITORS  

President Heideman recognized Gary Cailteux, a member of the Planning Commission, who was present to answer questions the board may have regarding activities of their commission. Gary had no report but when asked about Nick Coon as a potential board member, he thought they had already approved his appointment. Gary was reminded their commission hasn’t had a quorum since Nick’s name was submitted. Hopefully they’ll have a quorum to approve Nick’s appointment tomorrow night. 
President Heideman recognized Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, who reported on the following:

· Derek checked with a friend about putting Govee lights down Main Street, and his friend said they were the best there is. Govee is coming out with a new model but it’s not available or priced yet.  His friend suggested if Derek sees some he wants, to go ahead and purchase them and when the new model is available, they’ll be compatible with the ones he purchased. Derek reported he could purchase them on Amazon for $1,278.88. After discussion, Ellen Mikeworth move to have Derek purchase the light from Amazon and take the money from the Rebuild Illinois ($15,000) grant monies the village received, seconded by Shannon Meier and the motion passed. 
· There’s a tile hole on Second Street in front of the Covi residence. Kevin backed his truck and trailer into the yard to haul something from his front door and sank down into a tile hole. Haley Brothers’ have looked at it and it isn’t a real emergency, so when the weather breaks, they’ll fix it.

· Tristen Schmidt reached out and asked who the village uses for excavating and asked to be added to our list. He’s been in sewer and water excavating business with his father Eric for 20 years, and 36 years of field construction. He sent Derek a copy of his liability insurance.
· Derek reported there is another continuing education class in February. There will be water tasting and the winner will be flown to Washington, D, C. to their water rally. The dates for the class are February 17th & 18th.
· Derek asked if he could be advised when the committee would be working on the budget and if he could present a list of expenses to be included for consideration such water tower improvement maintenance. Derek was advised the Budget Committee will start in April and he welcome to present his requests.
President Heideman recognized Shannon Meier, Chairman of the Ashkum Outreach Committee, who reported they’ve been working on financing on the proposed Splash Pad Project, she’s emailed and talked to Mike (our accountant), Krystal, Sally Moritz, from the bank about the best way to track monies in and monies out for this project. They seem to think if we open a checking account under the village that everything would be fine. After lengthy discussion about whether it should be a separate fund or account and who would be signing checks, Shelley Ponton moved to allow the Ashkum Outreach Committee to have a checking fund under the Village of Ashkum with Shannon Meier, Krystal Alberts, and Angie Wycoff as authorized signors of checks, seconded by Ellen Mikeworth and the motion passed. Ellen Mikeworth asked if they need auction baskets and Shannon said they would be thrilled to have baskets and donations!
President Heideman brought the following before the board for discussion and/or action:
· The person President Heideman has been talking to about the liquor license/gaming machines asked if the village would prorate the liquor license to get a liquor license before theirs is due, so they would pay the difference for three months. It was a consensus of everyone present to deny the request.

· Today, we received paperwork from A.L.M. Lawn Care about spraying the park but will have to be put on the February 2nd agenda.

· People have been complaining about foxes in town, but there’s really nothing that can be done about it.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Trustee Ellen Mikeworth asked what was going on around the Tuttle residence and was advised a water valve broke and Haley’s put in a new one. Ellen asked if we’re doing better on delinquent water bills and Derek responded he hadn’t seen the report yet. It’s on Troy’s desk. Ellen asked about dogs running loose on Washington Street and was told it’s been taken care of. Ellen asked if the Coliseum gives discounts to organizations and was advised not as a rule but the organizations need to talk to Lisa before renting.
Trustee Shelley Ponton asked if they met with Clifton about the police contract and President Heideman advised her Deputy LaCost suggested they wait until closer to when the contract expires in December.
Trustee Angie Wycoff had no report.
Shannon Meier asked if the village would be giving some type of memorial honoring Mike Cotter’s father who recently passed away. It has been a policy to donate $100 to the family to be used at their discretion.
Mike Cotter had no report.

Clerk Donna Schmitz distributed invitations for the Awards Banquet. The scheduled date is March 14 at 6:00 p.m.
Angie Wycoff moved to present the December 2025 bills to the Finance Committee, seconded by Shannon Meier and the motion passed. Finance Chairman Mike Cotter reported expenditures of $8,407.90 in the General Fund and expenditures of $18,124.67 in the Water Works Fund. Total expenditures in both funds were $26,532.57. Mike Cotter moved to pay December 2025 bills in the usual manner, seconded by Angie Wycoff and the motion passed. 

Treasurer Krystal Alberts gave an update on Derek’s insurance, and the possibility of a pre-tax deduction. During the discussion that followed, it was determined to continue the way we previously handled insurance deductions. Shannon Meier moved we proceed with the new insurance (Blue Cross Blue Shield) and run it as we did with Health Alliance, seconded by Shelley Ponton and the motion passed.
Delinquent water bills were reviewed and discussed.

As there was no further business to come before the board, Angie Wycoff moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:21 p.m., seconded by Shelley Ponton, and the motion passed.

The next scheduled meeting will be Monday, February 2, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. at the village hall.  
DONNA K SCHMITZ

VILLAGE CLERK 
