 VILLAGE OF ASHKUM

MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING 
JULY 6, 2026
The Ashkum Village Board met Monday, July 6, 2026 @ the village hall.  Present were Paul Heideman, Donna Schmitz, Mike Cotter, Angie Wycoff, Shelly Ponton, Ellen Mikeworth, and April Lyons. Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller was also in attendance. Trustee Shannon Meier was not present. 
President Heideman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Clerk Donna Schmitz emailed the minutes of the June 16, 2026 meeting. Angie Wycoff moved to approve the minutes as sent, seconded by Mike Cotter, and the motion passed. 

NEW BUSINESS/VISITORS  

President Heideman recognized Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, who reported on the following:

· Derek reported there were minor violations that came back during the IEPA inspection. One will cost the village money and would be a secondary containment on our chemicals at the chemical plants. We currently have drums for each of the chemicals, but the IEPA would like to see secondary containments on each chemical. If there’s a leak, instead of leaking on the floor, the leak would go to the secondary containment. Derek reported Hawkins Chemical indicated they custom make their tanks according to what tank is there because each one is always different. Derek thought the cost would be $500 per tank but he would get the real cost later. We need three. IEPA also made recommendations, not violations on their report.

· Derek reported he scraped the edge of the road on Main Street across the tracks. Derek will put grass seed on and cover up with straw.

· Derek reported he would like to resign from the zoning administrative position effective the end of July. A letter of resignation was given to President Heideman.  Derek reported he will help whoever replaces him. Derek reported mentally that position is not a good fit for him. Discussion followed and Angie Wycoff moved to accept Derek’s resignation, seconded by April Lyons and the motion passed.
· Derek reported the stop signs have been changed and our ordinance needs to be changed to reflect the type of sign is. 
· Mike Cotter asked Derek if he figured out the problems with the lights on Main Street and Derek said he put a new photo cell in. There is still a problem. The new lights are on but the light posts aren’t working. Derek will continue working on it. Mike also asked if all the lights could be on at our next Cruise Night and Derek said they would be on.
· Shelley Ponton asked if the flag pole in the park could be changed. If the pole is taken out, it will affect the stamped concrete. Derek will be checking options and get back with the board.

· Ellen Mikeworth asked if Derek purchased the edger and Derek responded he had and Derek Meier will be edging the curbs and getting the park cleaned up for the Homecoming. Ellen also said Cherie Hoganson asked if she could get some dirt around the drain on the east side of her property and on the town’s easement. Ellen reported during the garage sales, there was a spot that was very wet between Jackson’s and Patenaude’s properties, and she wondered if there was a broken tile.
President Heideman brought the following before the board for discussion and/or action:
· The Finance Committee presented the proposed budget for action. Angie Wycoff moved to approve the 2026 – 2027 budget, seconded by Mike Cotter and the motion passed unanimously. A copy of the budget needs to be sent to the village attorney.

· The first new business to be receive the $250 gift from the village is Emri Road (Casi Gray) and the second is The Switching Stitching (Whitney Lyons).

· The village attorney will have the annex paperwork ready for the next board meeting.

· Andy Tatro has moved the semitrailer from behind the building as promised. We have a lien on the building and we promised if the semitrailer was moved, we would release the lien.  President Heideman will contact the village attorney for the necessary paperwork. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS
April Lyons reported she received a letter regarding the Laundromat violations. The letter should not have been sent to her as her mother is the owner. April reported they are working on correcting the violations listed in the letter and will pay the fine because the work won’t be done by the specified deadline date. April reported the painting will be done by the end of July, and they will be replacing windows. April was advised by the board because she appeared before them and explained what will be done to correct the violations, she wouldn’t be subjected to a fine. 
Trustee Ellen Mikeworth asked what the billing address for Kale Kaufman’s business will be. The village approved his request to annex his property into the village, and the only way the village will benefit from the annexation is the address is Ashkum, not Crescent City. Ellen reported the next Cruise Night will be Friday. Ellen also reported she’ll take pictures of the lights on Main Street and write a letter to give to Iroquois County Board to let them know what we spent the $15,000 grant money on. She’ll also take pictures of the pavers in front of the coliseum and let them know we want to do that in other parts of the asphalt. Ellen reported Ron Gerdes wants a bench in front of his building, but we cannot do it – not enough room for snow removal. Mike Cotter remarked the wooden bench in front of Whitney’s business needs to be replaced.  
Trustee Shelley Ponton inquired if all invoices from Tim Hamilton have been paid and was advised they’ve been paid. Treasurer Krystal Alberts had called Mr. Hamilton regarding outstanding invoices and processed them. Shelley also reported Angel Crawford sent paperwork about available grants, and said there is grant money out there. We should fill out applications and do what we can to take advantage of monies available. 
Trustee Angie Wycoff reported there are some nasty yards in the village with toys and junk scattered about, and asked if there was something we could do about it. We do have a village ordinance on file, and letters can be written to the offenders.
Mike Cotter reported the sign in the park is wrong and needs to be changed/replaced and possibly with a new graphic. After receiving T-shirts ordered supporting the Outreach Committee fund raiser, it was discovered the date on the sign in the park, the year should be 1856 not 1865.  Nordmeyer Graphic can be called to make whatever changes the committee decides on. Mike also reported he had been contacted by John Gray regarding the two buildings on Main Street. John wants to sell the buildings for $19,500. Todd Lemenager also contacted Mike and he wants to sell his building on Main Street. A lengthy conversation followed with the board deciding to make both parties an offer. The buildings have numerous ordinance violations and letters had been sent to the owners several times.
Clerk Donna Schmitz reported the cost of postage stamps will increase $.04 Friday and the new cost will be $.82. 
April Lyons moved to purchase 600 forever stamps @ $.78 for a total of $468, seconded by Ellen Mikeworth and the motion passed.
President Heideman reported we received a check in the amount of $337.18 from the village of Clifton for our share of fines paid to the Iroquois County Circuit Clerk,

As no further business to come before the board, Shelley Ponton moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:32 p.m., seconded by Mike Cotter and the motion passed.

The next scheduled meeting will be Tuesday, July 21, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. at the village hall.  
DONNA K SCHMITZ

VILLAGE CLERK 
