 VILLAGE OF ASHKUM

MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 16, 2025
The Ashkum Village Board met Tuesday, September 16, 2025 @ the village hall.  Present were, Donna Schmitz, Mike Cotter, Shannon Meier, Angie Wycoff, Shelley Ponton, Ellen Mikeworth and April Lyons. Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, Treasurer Krystal Alberts, and Gary Cailteux, a member of the Planning/Zoning Committee, were also in attendance. President Paul Heideman was not present.
Acting Chairman April Lyons called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.in the absence of President Heideman. 
Clerk Donna Schmitz emailed the minutes of the September 2, 2025 meeting. Mike Cotter moved to approve the minutes as sent, seconded by April Lyons and the motion passed. 
NEW BUSINESS/VISITORS  

Acting Chairman April Lyons recognized Gary Cailteux, a member of the Planning/Zoning Meeting who reported he was present to update the board of activities of their commission.  Gary was asked about village rules regarding people living in a tent. Gary didn’t have an old ordinance book but Ellen thought she may have one at home. The matter will be researched. Gary reported as a maintenance worker, the tree north of Hall’s building is rotten and a large branch fell. The fallen branches have been picked up, but the trees are on railroad property. Gary was advised the railroad should be contacted about the matter. Someone mentioned Rick Hull works for the railroad and he may know who to contact.  Trustee Ellen Mikeworth reported she would reach out to Jeff Hall about it.
Acting Chairman April Lyons recognized Treasurer Krystal Alberts who gave the Treasurer’s report for August 2025. Krystal was advised to roll over the CD’s due to mature in September. Mike Cotter moved to approve the treasurer’s report as given, seconded by Shannon Meier, and the motion passed. Angie Wycoff moved to present the bills to the Finance Committee, seconded by Ellen Mikeworth, and the motion passed.  Finance Chairman Mike Cotter reported expenditures of $27,275.45 in the General Fund and expenditures of $18,406.49 in the Water Works Fund. Total expenditures in both funds were $45,681.94.  Mike Cotter moved to pay August bills in the usual manner, seconded by Shannon Meier and the motion passed.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Trustee April Lyons had no report.
Trustee Ellen Mikeworth reported she would like to get more information about tents and campers’ occupancy. 

Trustee Shelley Ponton asked if we had any update on the handicap space for the museum and whether Derek had purchased the handicap paint. Shelly also reported they are searching for someone who knows where they can get corn stalks to be used for decorating Main Street.  The ones they had were picked too early and are moldy. Someone suggested contacting Jon Meents.
Trustee Angie Wycoff reported kids were driving golf carts over the weekend. She didn’t know who they were and didn’t see any cops around. 
Trustee Shannon Meier reported the rooster is still in town. The owner was supposed to get rid of it, but that was in August, and nothing has been done yet. Maybe we should contact Animal Control? Shannon also reported there’s a bent pipe that looks like an electrical conduit on the corner where Chelsie Owens lives. It’s been there for over a year and something should be done about it.  
Trustee Mike Cotter reported we need to set Trick or Treat hours for Halloween night. After discussion, Mike Cotter moved to set the hours from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., seconded by Angie Wycoff and the motion passed. Trustee Shelley Ponton voted nay.  Mike also reported they are working on a 5K run on Saturday, November 1 at 9:00 a.m. to help raise money for the Splash Pad project. They are currently working on designing the fliers. This will be Halloween themed (Run for Your Life) and the entry fee is $35. A t-shirt will be included. 
Clerk Donna Schmitz reported had no report. 
Treasurer Krystal Alberts reported Derek experienced a problem with his debit card while was at the water conference. Unbeknownst to them, there was a daily limit of $500 per day. Derek paid for the hotel room and they put a hold of $500 (in case of damages and extra expenses charged to the room).  When he tried to use it for dinner, the daily limit was exceeded. Now that they’re aware of the limit, the bank will be contacted to increase the amount whenever something like this happens again. Krystal also reported she set up revenue and expense lines for the Splash Pad in the General Fund.
Acting Chairman April Lyons recognized Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, who reported on the following:

· Derek reported he would be getting a phone call tomorrow from Pittsburg Tank who does inspections on our water tower. The inspections are supposed to be done every five years per the IEPA and we’re due. Derek didn’t get an exact cost for the inspection, but was told it’s around $1,200. Derek explained how the inspection is performed – they put a chlorinated remote-control rover inside the water so we don’t have to drain it, they do an inside inspection, they do an aerial outside inspection, and they come up with a report if there are any red flags of things we have to fix and some that aren’t as crucial and can be fixed later. 

· Derek reported while at the conference, he ran into the person who installed he iron removal plant. Our iron removal plant is in dire need of new media put in the filters.  Layne, who installed it, no longer does that anymore. However, the guy from Layne that installed it, went to work at Water Wells Solution and they would be very happy to do the work when needed. Derek would like the board’s permission to reach out to Water Wells Solution to get a quote to redo the media, the iron removal plant, as well as the filter for this building. Shelley Ponton moved to grant Derek’s request, seconded by Ellen Mikeworth and the motion passed.
· Derek asked to be included in the budgeting process for the Water Fund so if there are expenses coming up, they could be included in the budget. Derek was advised he could definitely be included in the process.
· Ashkum received the best tasting water at the conference. We received perfect scores in every category – color, taste, and odor.
· Derek reported he sat in on a seminar on Revolving Loans.  Derek met with Lee from the EPA who said he would email Derek other EPA grants that are available as well as information on our Revolving Loan for the water project.
· Derek reported we can spray paint a handicap parking space by the museum, but he didn’t think there was enough space there. It would not be state mandated qualified. A suggestion to have the handicap in front of the laundromat was made.
As there was no further business to come before the board, Angie Wycoff moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:08 p.m., seconded by Shannon Meier, and the motion passed.

The next scheduled meeting will be Monday October 6, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. at the village hall.  
DONNA K SCHMITZ

VILLAGE CLERK 
