 VILLAGE OF ASHKUM

MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 8, 2026
The Ashkum Village Board met Tuesday, September 8, 2026 @ the village hall.  Present were Paul Heideman, Mike Cotter, Shannon Meier, Angie Wycoff, Shelley Ponton, Ellen Mikeworth, and April Lyons. Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, Treasurer Krystal Alberts, Greg Stark, Tim & Rachel Bramer, and Mitch Cambridge were also in attendance. Clerk Donna Schmitz was not present.
President Heideman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Clerk Donna Schmitz emailed the minutes of the August 18, 2026 meeting. Angie Wycoff moved to approve the minutes as sent, seconded by Mike Cotter, and the motion passed. In the absence of Clerk Schmitz, Trustee April Lyons will be taking the minutes of tonight’s meeting.
NEW BUSINESS/VISITORS  

President Heideman recognized Greg Stark, who was present to discuss the lots adjacent to his property. Greg states the maps shows Sixth Street going through lots and since it had been designated a street, the taxpayers have not been paying for it. Vacating the street would put the street back on the taxpayers. The initial survey was done by hand and now surveys are done by GPS and satellites. Greg feels this could be the reason this survey is different.  Greg had the lots surveyed for Con Campbell and states he (Greg) is taking the lot next to his house. President Heideman clarified whether Marion Street would stay and Greg confirmed he will not be developing the property but isn’t sure what Harold Wilken is planning and he has the majority of lots. The land was surveyed by Piggush and they will fix all the deeds when the street has been vacated. Marion Street could be a thru street if a house is built back on that property, then the property owner would be responsible to develop the street. Following discussion, the board will plan to vacate Sixth Street and leave Marion Street as is.
President Heideman recognized Tim and Rachel Bramer, who wanted to discuss their neighbor’s parking their camper too close to their home. Tim presented photographs of the camper blocking the view of their living room. The property owner (Goodrich) advised them the camper would be permanently in that location. Tim and Rachel report the camper’s blocking the light from coming in their home. Zoning Administer Derek Miller reported he did speak with the owner who told him at that time, the camper would only be there for the summer. Derek said he’s looked at the codes and there’s a gray area for this specific situation. Tim and Rachel report he’s had trailers and stuff parked there, but usually never very long.  President Heideman suggested having the Planning Commission look into it.
Trustee Shelley Ponton reported she asked Mitch Cambridge to attend the board after talking to him about a property with a house being built. Shelley feels the need for a building inspector, and; with Mitch’s experience he may be a good fit. Mitch states he has thirty years of experience, used to have his own construction company in Florida, and is now the foreman for Craig’s Construction in Gilman. Mitch reported he would be willing to do the job if the board asked.  Shelley Ponton moved to appoint Mitch Cambridge as the building inspector, seconded by Shannon Meier and the motion passed.  Mitch reported he has a blocked village tile, and after  discussion, the village will have the tile jetted out. Krystal reported she will get the tax forms for Mitch to fill out for payroll purposes.
President Heideman recognized Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, who reported on the following:

· Derek reported he’ll be going to the fall water conference tomorrow.

· Derek is wanting to change all the water samples over to a lab in Champaign. He feels it would be more efficient to use the EPA lab. Because we haven’t been a member or used it in the past, Derek is unsure we can use it mid-year. He feels things may be easier for results.
· Derek reported he’s going to talk to someone about the water loan while he’s at the conference. 
· Derek reported Randall Crandall’s service line has a leak. Haley’s to be there within the next day or two. Derek doesn’t think it’s a big leak because the water consumption hasn’t increased. The previous leak was an abandoned service line next to Charles Wright. There was a lot of water on that leak and Derek’s afraid the road will sink and already shows some signs of damage.
· There was an oversized semi that ruined a road over the weekend. Did a lot of damage and Derek scraped what he could and will put cold patch in all the holes. Derek reported the pilot driver is the owner of the company and the driver of the truck had enough hours that he had to park it. He needed a place to park the truck overnight. He was told he could park at the elevator if his truck is allowed to come down there. They decided to chance it and got stuck. Derek feels the village should pursue following up with the company for the expenses the village occurred from the damage. Derek reported he took pictures of the damage before he started scraping and afterward.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
April Lyons had no report.
Trustee Ellen Mikeworth reported on the road tariff.
Trustee Shelley Ponton asked if Derek found out anything about the new pump for the tank and he responded it hasn’t gone to Woody’s yet. She also asked about the set back for the wells and was advised the report is 18 pages and Derek would be looking at it. Did we get the debt ordinance worked on and President Heideman responded there is nothing to do until the project is approved from the EPA. Shelley asked for an update on the water filters and Derek responded he’ll ask at the conference. Has anything been figured out about the Veteran’s monument at the park? President Heideman reported he has to call Mark Chamness (Pontiac Granite) to get an updated cost of the stone. Deputy Joe LaCost has all the information regarding the accident and is ready to go. Shelley also reported there’s a person going around town knocking on people’s doors, he walks with a dog and asks people if the dog is theirs, he’s been making inappropriate comments, going to churches looking for money, asked a village resident multiple times to buy their golf cart. The county sheriff has been involved and our cops are aware of the situation and have talked to the person. One resident has filed and order of protection against him. Shelley reported she couldn’t see any of the local business on our website. Derek said he thought he sent a message to Nick Ponton. Shelley asked if Halloween Trick or Treat hours could be changed this year because it falls on Saturday. Mike Cotter moved to make Trick or Treat hours 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m., seconded by Shannon Meier and the motion passed. Shelly voted nay because she asked for 3:00 p.m.– 5:00 p.m.
Trustee Angie Wycoff had no report.
Trustee Shannon Meier had no report. 
Trustee Mike Cotter asked about storm drains at Gary Cailteux’s property and Derek reported he’ll hang chlorine tablets in the drain. He’s checked the drains and there’s nothing in them to smell – just water.
Treasurer Krystal Alberts had no report.
President Heideman reported we received half the citation money from the village of Clifton ($2,358.92).
President Heideman advised Derek the humidifier is not working on the well west of the tracks.

As there was no further business to come before the board, Ellen Mikeworth moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:07 p.m., seconded by Angie Wycoff, and the motion passed.

The next scheduled meeting will be Tuesday, September 22, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. at the village hall.  
DONNA K SCHMITZ

VILLA/GE CLERK 
