 VILLAGE OF ASHKUM

MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING 
JUNE 16, 2026
The Ashkum Village Board met Tuesday, June 16, 2026 @ the village hall.  Present were Paul Heideman, Donna Schmitz, Mike Cotter, Shannon Meier, Angie Wycoff, and Shelly Ponton. Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, Treasurer Krystal Alberts, Brienne Wybrew, Angel Crawford from IEDA, Jeff Glenn from the Planning Commission, Lisa Hanson, Sydney Hanson, Matt Johnson, and Isaac Gray were also in attendance. Trustees Ellen Mikeworth and April Lyons were not present. 
President Heideman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Clerk Donna Schmitz emailed the minutes of the June 4, 2026 meeting. Angie Wycoff moved to approve the minutes as amended, seconded by Shannon Meier, and the motion passed. 

NEW BUSINESS/VISITORS  

President Heideman recognized Angel Crawford from Iroquois Economic Development Association (IEDA), who was present to explain the benefits of being a member of their association. Ms. Crawford reported IEDA is a nonprofit organization focused on assisting existing businesses as well as attracting new agriculture, manufacturing, retail and service opportunities for Iroquois County. Pamphlets were distributed with information regarding programs available to members. Included in the pamphlets was CDAP loans, Peace Corps Fellows Program in Community Development, Eastern Illinois Economic Development Authority (EIEDA) acts as a conduit and issues bonds to provide double tax-exempt financing, Business Development & Job Creation Incentives provides a tax credit equal to 50% of new full-time employees’ payroll withholding tax, SSBCI Advantage Illinois Participation Loan Program provides a portion of financing at lower interest rates, (SUN) summer nutrition programs for kids, USDA Rural Development facilitates direct loan and grant programs, Future Connections Public transportation provider for Livingston, Ford, and Iroquois Counties, East Central Illinois Work Net assists with finding a better job, Searching for Food Pantries in Iroquois County, Catholic Charities Homeless Prevention Program, and Kan-I-Help connects people to local resources services every year. Ms. Crawford discussed the advantages of each program in detail. The membership fee is $2,500 per year, and Mike Cotter moved we pay the membership fee for one year, seconded by Angie Wycoff and the motion passed.
President Heideman recognized Kale Kaufman, who purchased BS Transportation a little over a year ago and owns Kaufman Transportation in Crescent City. Mr. Kaufman reported he has an office at both locations and would like to build another one at the BS Transportation facility which isn’t within village limits. He went to the county and they would require sprinkler systems, which is very expensive and he couldn’t afford it. He would like to annex into the village and build a bigger shop. He wouldn’t require village water service as he has a well. Isaac Gray from Gray’s Test Lane & Alignment was asked if he was interested in annexing into the village and he responded if there were advantages to his business, he would be. He also has his own well so he wouldn’t need water service. All board members agreed to allow the two businesses to annex into the village. President Heideman will contact our attorney to see what the next steps would be. 
President Heideman recognized Jeff Glenn, a member of the Planning Commission, who had nothing new to report. Trustee Mike Cotter advised Jeff he would like to have Ryan Meister attend one of the meetings in July. He would like to ask Ryan if he has ideas about what direction he thinks the village is going - basically just to touch base with him. The stop sign/yield signs on Fine and Fifth Streets was discussed at length. It is very confusing and never should have been done that way. Mike Cotter moved to make the intersection of Fine and Fifth Streets a four-way stop sign, seconded by Angie Wycoff and the motion passed.
President Heideman recognized Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, who reported on the following:

· Derek reported he got the timer but he blew it up. It was a 12-volt timer instead of a high volt timer and he hooked up the high volt timer to it’s not any good. He tried to fix it but cannot so he’s looking for another one. The timer is used only for the noon. Mike moved to hire the guy @$1,200 and get it done, seconded by Shannon Meier and the motion passed.
· Derek reported both the water tower project and the media and filter project need to be done. Derek would like a commitment to do at least one. They are both very expensive – the water tower is $104,000 and the media & filters is $173,000.  Derek reported with the treatment plan, they could be staggered by doing one treatment plant and then doing the other. The cost for one filter is $65,000, and the plant across the track has three filters and would cost $118,000. 75 - 80% of our water usage goes through the plant across the tracks. To do either project this year, it was a consensus the media and filter be done first.
· Derek asked if the board wants him to send the violation letters with fines that had been discussed at previous meeting?  The board agreed 30 days to comply and mail the letters June 22nd. That gives them until July 22nd to comply. July 23rd the fine becomes $50 per day and August 22ndthe fine is $100 per day. After these steps are followed, we file a lien against the property.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Trustee Shelley Ponton asked for an update on the Veteran’s Monument in the park. President Heideman reported he did talk to Mike Chamness regarding the matter, and he also reported Deputy Joe LaCost has all the paperwork and is working on it. Shelley wanted to give a huge thanks to Maintenance Supervisor Derek Miller, Ellen Mikeworth and Gary Cailteux for getting the lights up on Main Street. The Antique Car Show should be referred as Cruise Night because it isn’t a car show. Dawn Joly thought everything went very well and they’re wanting to add more things for the big kids, encourage more vendors to participate, and adding October for Trunk & Treat to the scheduled date list. Pam Koets with Thrivent will be doing something with our new business (The Emery Road) Pam will finance the business to face paint the kids. The Lions Club will do the same affordable meal as last time.      
Shannon Meier suggested the village offer new businesses in town a Welcoming gift in appreciation of their commitment to our village. After a short discussion, Shannon Meier moved all new businesses in the village receive a $250 gift of appreciation, seconded by Angie Wycoff and the motion passed.
Mike reported the Outreach Committee did very well at the Cruise Night. They sold popcorn, nachos, and lemonade. People were very generous, and the committee made everything affordable. Mike Cotter reported he heard people think because we didn’t qualify for one of the grants for the new splash pad, we aren’t going to proceed with the project. We are continuing to pursue grants we may qualify for but it’s going to take time.  We may contact Angel Crawford (IEDA) and have her check for available grants.  Mike Cotter moved we continue with the Splash Pad Project, seconded by Angie Wycoff and the motion passed. This is to let residents know we’re serious about getting a splash pad and that we’re also going to continue with fund raising events and asking for donations to help pay for it. President Heideman asked the memorial money for Ruth Heideman be given to the Splash Pad Fund. 
Clerk Donna Schmitz had no report.
Treasurer Krystal gave the treasurer’s report for April 2026. Mike Cotter moved to approve the report as read, seconded by Angie Wycoff and the motion passed. Angie Wycoff moved to present the April bills to the Finance Committee, seconded Shannon Meier and the motion passed. Finance Chairman Mike Cotter reported expenses of $44,409.04 in the General Fund; expenses of $28,055.68 in the Water Works Fund; and expenses of $460 in the Motor Fuel Tax Fund. Total expenditures in all funds were $72,924.72. Mike Cotter moved to pay April bills in the usual manner, seconded by Angie Wycoff and the motion passed.
President Heideman reported Tim Hamilton, who signs the paperwork reporting to IEPA hasn’t received his pay since February. Treasurer Krystal Alberts will check her records and vouchers.

As no further business to come before the board, Shelley Ponton moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 p.m., seconded by Shannon Meier and the motion passed.

The next scheduled meeting will be Monday, July 6, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. at the village hall.  
DONNA K SCHMITZ

VILLAGE CLERK 
